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An Account of Books. 


Elements of the Practice of Phyfic, by John Gre- 
gory, M.D. Profeffor of the Practice of Phyfic 
in the Univerfity of eer 8vo, Edin- 
burgh. 


E are informed, in an advertifement pre- 
fixed to thefe elements, that the author 


propofed to have comprehended in ther, all thofe 


difeafes of which he ufually treated j in his lectures 
on the practice of phyfic. But, not having let- 
fure to finith the whole, he was obliged to ftop 
at the end of thofe difcafes commonly reckoned 


| febrile. 


The public had once reafon to expe that they 


would foon have been favoured with the remain- 


ing part of this fyllabus. But, from the fudden 


and univerfally regretted death of the author, 
this expectation is now at anend. We fhall 


A 2 therefore 
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| 4 M E D I Coa L: 


i | _ therefore prefent our readers with the general 
principles here laid down refpecting the cure of 
| the different febrile difcafes. 


After fome obfervations on the arrangement 
of difeafes, our author fets out with treating of | 


febrile difeafes in general. Hee alledges they 
may be diftinguifhed into intermittent; conti- 
| nued; remittent; exanthematous; and phleg- 
i mafiae, or thofe attended with topical inflamma- 
tion. According to Dr Gregory, the general 
caufes of fevers are, Miafmata ; Contagion; Er- 
rors in diet ; Violent cmotions of the mind ; Sup- 


prefiion of ufual evacuations ; Improper applica- 

tions of heat and cold ; A certain itate of the air ; 

Stimuli from externalapplications or injuries; And 
e internal ftimuli from inflammation, fuppuration, 

| ‘He alledges, that the fymptoms of febrile dif- | 

' eafes are fo different, that it is impoflible to af- 

i) fign any proximate caufe which will admit of ap-— 


i plication to practice. 

| What he points out as the moft general indi- 

cations in fevers are, to remove plethora ; to di- 
minifh the increafed impetus of the blood’s mo- 

tion; to abate heat; to obviate thirft; to pro- 

| | oe duce an equable determination of the blood and 

| nervous 
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CO MMENTARIES. 5s 


nervoits’ to promote fecretions when 
obftructed ; to prevent or obviate the confe- 


a quences of topical congeftion ; to fupport the 


vis vitae, and ftimulate the nervous fyftem when 
torpid ; to obviate putrefcency ; to remove occa- 


fional _caules 5 and to relieve particular {fymp- 


Intermittent fevers, our is obferves, have 
been cured by a variety of remedies of diferent 
and oppofite natures. The paroxyfm, he al- | 
ledges, may be prevented, by the application of a 
fuch things, before its approach, as excite a great 
commotion in the fyftem ; by mild fedatives, anti-. 
fpafmodics, and diaphoretics ; by remedies which 
produce no fenfible effect, as bitters, aftringents, 
and Peruvian bark. ‘he prevention of parox- 


yfms depends on avoiaing occafional caufes ;.and 
on bracing and invigorating the fyitem. 


author’s indications of cure in continued 
» fevers are, to remove plethora; to diminifh the 
increafed action of the heart and arteries ; to take - 
off fpafm, and promote the natural fecretions, 
efpecially by the fkin; and to prevent or remove 
topical congeftion, particularly im the head. 


_ The indications he lays down in the nervous 
fever are, to promote a gentle Jiaphorefis; to keep 
A 3 the 
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Po the belly open; and to remove any diforder of © 
the ftomach ; to fupport the vis vitae; to remove 
fpafinodic fymptoms ; and to take off increafed 

determination to the head, or congeftion in it. 
He obferves, that, in putrid fever, the indica- 

tions of cure are different in different periods of 

the difeafe. [lis general indications are, to ob- 


viate the effets of plethora, and violent heat ; 

to remove occafionzi caules; to procure gentle 
evacuations of the primac viae, and promote per- 
2 fpiration ; to fupport the vis vitae; to obviate 
putrefcency ; and to palliate particular fymptoms. 
The prophylaxis, he alledges, confifts in avoid- 

ing miafmata, contagion, foul air, and dirtinefs ; _ 
in avoiding whatever weakens the fyftem, and de- 
prefies the nervous power ; and in the ufe of an- 


\e 


tifeptice. 


‘The indications laid down in remittent fevers 

are, to promote an intermiffion; to ftop the re- 

.. turn of paroxyfms; to obviate inflammatory or 

putrid diathefis; to avoid and remove remote 

caufes ; and to palliate the violence of particular 
fymptoms. 


The cure of heétic fever, he obferves, de- 
pends upon the removal of the primary difeafe. 


Ip 


> 
4 
‘ 
fi 
4 
a 
| 
q } 
ad 
q 
j 
{ 
| 
| 
4 
| 
| | 
4 : 
| 
i 
= 
| 
* 
| 
# 
z 
> 


COMMENTARIES. 4 


In fimall-pox, according to our author, the 
view of the phyfician fhould be, to render them as 


| mild as poflibie, by moderating the iymptoms in- 
7 the fucceffive ftages of the difeafe. And, on the 

acceffion of the fecondary fever, the indications: 
he are, to mitigate the febrile fymptoms, and to take 
Be off the determination to the head, throat, and 


breaft. 

The indications which he propofes in the 
| ‘theailes, arc, to moderate and aliut the eiforts of 
| nature in the eruption; to obvidte the catarrhal | 
i] and peripneumonic fymptoms; to remove tlic 
diforders confequent on the difeafe; and to ob- 


viate the fymptoms of putrid “or nervous fever 
when complicated with it. 


With regard to the cure of the miliary fever, 
a he alledges, it is impoiiible to fay any thing pof- 
tive, as thefe cruptionsare fymotoins o: fevers of 


very oppofite kinds, and requiring oppofite ma- 
nagement ; and as they are fo generally the 
~ mere effects of hot regimen, and proiuie fweats. 


~ 


Our author confiders the eryfipelatous fever as 
adifeafe which, for tie moit pari, runs its courfe 
| without any danger. But, ‘when it attacks the 
| face, he adviles repeated, general, and topical 
A 4 | bleeding, 
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Mf Dp! 
bleeding, with cooling laxatives, and thofe medi- 
cines, in general, which tend to take off determi- 


nation to the head. When, however, the erup- 


tion feems critical, all evacuations are, he thinks, 
Improper. | 


The plague, Dr Gregory alicdges: ts is a ner- 


vous fever, highly contagious. This contagion 
is fpecific. The cure, he tells us, has been at- 


tempted without any regard to nature’s plan, by 
large bleedings in the beginning, by exciting a 
profufe fweat, and fupporting it for a long time. — 


The prevention depends on avoiding communi- 


cation with infected people; deftroying or diflipa- 
ting the contagious matter adhering to bodies ;_ 


and rendering the body unfufceptible of the con- 


tagion. 


_ The indications which he lays down for the re- 

folution of inflammation are, to obviate remote 
caufes ;to remove general inflammatory fever; to 
remove topical affection, increafed, action of the 
veflels, topical congeftion, and fpafn. 


When inflammation terminates in fuppuration, 
he propofes that a difcharge of laudable pus fhould © 
be promoted, by external applications of various _ 
kinds, fuited to the nature of the part ; by internal 
remedies, and fuch regimen as tends to remove 

any 
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any general indifpofition in the habit, which pre- 
vented the generation of good pus. 


In gangrene, the author’s indications of cure - 
are, to reinove occafional caufes ; to prevent -the 
morbid matter from affecting the fyitem ; and to 
promote luppuration. 


The indications of cure which were 
laid down in inflammatory fever are, he alledges, 
applicable to phrenitis. But he obferves, that it 
is farther neceflary to take off the attention from 
whatever is. difagreeable ; ; to introduce’ new and ; 


pleafing ideas ; and to foothe the niind by every 
-poflible art, 


| Our author is of opinion, that ophthalmia is 
merely a topical affection, but attended with great 
tenfion and pain ; and that the cure depends upon 
topical bleeding, cathartics, avoiding irritation, 
blifters and iflues, emollient applications, ano- 
dynes, keeping up a free perfpiration, and obvi- 
a ating remote caufes. But, when the inflammation 
_ feems chiefly to proceed from relaxation, tonics, 
cold bathing, gently ftimulating and aftringent 
2pplications, and errhines, are to be employed. 


In the inflammatory angina, the indications of 
= cure which he lays down are, to obviate remote 


caufes, 
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caufes, to promote refolution, to promote a fa- 
vourable termination by fuppuration, to fupply the © 
want of food and diluting liquids, and to prevent 
ftrangulation. But in gangrenous angina, the in- 
dications of cure are the fame as in putrid fever. . 


~The principal remedics he advifes are, Peruvi- 


an bark, wine, antifeptics, injeCtions into the 


throat, and fteams of vinegar.and myrrh directed 


into the fauces. 


His indications in the catarrhal fever are, to 
take offinflammatory diathefis,and topical inflam- 
mation ;.to promote fecretion from the mucous 
membrane; to correct the acrimony of the dif- 


charged fluid; and to reftore perfpiration, and the 
determination of blood to the furface. 


The indications he lays down in hooping cough 
are, to moderate the fymptoms and prevent im- 
mediate danger inthe paroxyfm; and to fhorten 
the duration of the difeafe. 


He confiders pleurify and peripneumony toge- 
ther, as they are in general combined, as they pro- 
ceed from the fame caufes, and as the method of 
cure in both isthe fame. Healledges, that the 
fame indications are to be followed here as in in- 


flammatory fever ; and farther propofes, to take 
off 
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COMMENTARIES. i 


off determination to the lungs, to promote criti- 
cal evacuation or metaftafis; but particularly to 
promote expectoration, and to relieve particular 
ymptoms. 


In phthifis pulmonalis, the indications of cute 


which he propofes are, to remove inflammato- 
ry diathefis; to take off, determination to the 
lungs; and to mitigate the feverity of particular 
fymptoms. 


In hepatitis, he propoles the fame general ae 
of cure as in pleurify. 


He obferves, that the fame general indications 
of cure take place in gaftritis, as in other inflam- 
mations. But, if it has arifen from acrid ingefta, 
or acrid contents of the ftomach, the indications 
are, to expel them by emetics or laxatives, andto 
correct the poifon by fpecific antidotes. 


Befides the cure pointed out for inflammatory 
fever, he propofes, in enteritis, to obviate remote 
caufes, efpecially coftivenefs ; and to palliate par- 
ticular fymptoms. 


The general indications of cure, in nephritis, 
are the fame as in other phlegmafiae. 


His 
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12 MEDICAL 


His indications, in acute rheumatifm, are, to re- 
move the general inflammatory fever ; and to re- 
lieve the topical affection. In chronic rheumatifm, 


: befides relieving the topical affection, he propofes 


to promote diaphorefis by medicines that may 


ftimulate more than would be proper in acute 
rheumatifm. 


~The laft difeafe which our author confiders, i is 
gout. Inthe cure of this, two cafes, he obferves, 
are to be carefully diftinguifhed. The fir/?, where 
the conftitution is found, the fits regular, and an 
inflammatory diathefis prefent. The fecond, 
where the conttitution is debilitated, the fits irre- 
gular, and alternating with affections of the fy- 
ftem. In the firft of thefe cafes, he propofes, that, 
during the intervals, care fhould be taken to avoid — 
all occafional caufes ; and that, during the paro- 
xyfm, we fhould endeavour to mitigate the pain, 


without repelling the gout. This he advifes tobe 


done by general and topical bleeding ; by laxatives 
and diaphoretics that do not heat or ftimulate ; by 
light diet and cool regimen ; by external anodyne 
applications ; and by the cautious ufe of anodynes 


internally, in the decline of the paroxyfm. 


‘In the fecond cafe, he propofes, in the intervals 
of the fits, to fupport the vis vitae ; to promote an 
equal 
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COMMENTARIES. 123 


equal diftribution of the blood, efpecially to the 


extremities ; to keep up free perfpiration ; to obvi- 
ate debility, indigeftion, and acidity in the fto- 
mach; and to avoid all fudden changes of regimen. 
During the paroxyfm, he advifes us, to ufe a cor- 
dial regimen; to give particular attention to the 


ftate of the ftomach and bowels ; and to employ 7 


fuch external applications as tend to invite the 


- gout tothe extremities, and to detain it there. 
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Cafes in Surgery, particularly of Cancers and Dif- . 


orders of the Head from externai Violence ; ith 
Obfervations. To which is added an account 
of the Sibbens, by James Hill Surgeon in Duthe 
fries. Edinburgh, 


treatife now before usis divided into two 
chapters ; in the frit of thefe, Mr Hill treats 
of cancers. Surgeons in general have been de- 
terred from having recourfe to extirpation in {chir- 
rous and cancerous cafes, from an opinion that 
thefe difeafes could not, in that way, be fo effe@tu- 
ally removed as to prevent their return. Mr Hill 
has the fatisfaction of afiuring his readers, that 
this opinion is, by no means, well founded ; ha- 


ving, in the courle of thirty years practice, extir- 


pated no lefs than eighty eight genuine cancers, 
all of which, four excepted, were ulcerated. Of 


thefe patients, two only did not recover from the 

operation. | 
In April 1764, Mr Hill made a furvey of the 
cafes which had been under his care previous to 
that 
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COMMENTARIES, 


that date. He found that, before that time, he 
had cut and cured fixty-three, of whom there. 
were then living thirty-nine. In twenty-eight of 
thefe, the operation had been performed. more. 
: than two years before; the remaining eleven 
- had been cut during the courfe of the two pre- 
ceeding years. From this furvey, our author con- 
: cludes, that a great majority of his patients lived as 
long after the extirpation of the cancers, as, ac- 
cording to the bills of mortality, they would have 
done, had they never been affected with cancer or 
- undergone any operation. Since the date of this : 
furvey, Mr Hill has cut twenty-five other patients, 
twenty-two of which are {till alive. 


Our author acknowledges, that, befides two 
| cafes which did not heal after the operation, fome 
7 others alfo mifgave. In nine cafes, the difeafe 
broke out a-frefh, either in the part before affect 
ed, or in fome other part of the body. And, an- \ 
other at the time when Mr Hill finifhed this trea- — : 
-tife, which was in July 1770, was threatened 
with a relapfe. | 


After this general view of the fuccefs with 
which extirpation was attended, our author next 
jubjoins fhort hiftories of a few remarkable cafes, 
fome of which fucceeded, others did not fucceed. 


In 
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In the courfe of thefe, he takes occafion to meti« 
tion the good efects of futures, after extirpating 
cancers of the lips. From drawing the retracted 


edges of the wound together, and retaining them 


by means of the twifted future, they were made 


to unite much fooner than they would otherwife 


have done. 


After thefe obfervations on cancers, Mr Hill 
next prefents us with fome remarks on encyfted 


tumours. Encyfted tumours he divides into five. 


{pecies, Atheroma, Steatoma, Meliceris, Struma, 


and Hydatides. All thefe, he obferves, are fo 


diftin& and unconnected, that he never faw any 
one of them degenerate into another 1pecies, nor 


has he feen any of them end incancer. He ob- 


ferves, however, that the farcoma, which may 


perhaps be reckoned a fixth fpecies of encyfted 


‘tumour, is not of fuch a mild nature, and very 


frequently does turn cancerous. 


The number of cancerous cafes which Mr Hill 
had under his care, naturally led him to make 
frequent trials of hemlock. But, after having 
often ufed it, and that too in confiderable quanti- 
tics, he alledges, that he never faw it attended 
with the fmalleft advantage. He aflerts, that, 


were it his misfortune to have a cancer, even of 
the 
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COMMENTARIES. 129 


the flighteft kind, he would not delay the opera- 


tion, even a fingle hour, in expectation of a cure — 


from the ufe of hemlock. 


The next fubje&, of which Mr Hill treats, is 
the cure of Wens. Bythis term he meansthofe 


encyfted tumours only which are denominated | 
‘Steatoms. When it can be done, he advifes, that. 


the tumor fhould be turned out entire, by raifing 
the four corners of a crucial incifion, without o- 
pening the cyft. When this cannot be done, 
they may frequently, he alledges, be digefted out 
by running a feton through them in the direc- 
tion of the length of the tumor. 


As this treatife was not put to the prefs for 
two years after Mr Hill had written it, he fub- 


joins, as an appendix to this chapter, fome re- 


marks which had occurred to him during that 
interval. In this appendix, we are informed, 
that he has cut feven other patients, all of whom 
continue to do well. From this fuccefs, our au- 


thor concludes, that by far the greateft part of 


cancers muft be local, and occafioned merely by 
fome accidental hurt. Hence, he thinks, that, by 
removing the difeafed parts, the conftitution will 
be left found ; unlefs when by long delay the 


plood comes to be affected, from the ichor of 


I, cancerous 
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cancerous ulcers being abforbed. From this, he 


concludes, that no cancer fhould be allowed to 
continue till it be ulcerated. This appendix is— 
clofed with a remarkable hiftory of a fatal fup- 


preflion of urine, from a large hydatide tumour. 
It was fituated between the neck of the bladder 
and the rectum, and compreffed the neck of the 
bladder fo ftrongly againft the os pubis, that a 
catheter could not poflibly be introduced, even 


after death. 7 
In the fecond chapter, Mr Hill treats of dif- 


orders of the head from external violence. He 


here prefents us with a particular detail of the 


cafes of many patients, fome of whom were fa- 
vea by the employment of the trepan, others 
without it. From thefe cafes he deduces many © 
obfervations. He alledzes, that protrufions of 


the brain, which, after the operation of the tre- 
pan, often prove very troublefome, are neither 
to be cured nor prevented by compreffion with 
lead plates, as has been advifed by Le Dran and 
others. He recommends the excifion of every 


part of the brain which protrudes in that way; 


and affirms that he has done it in fo many cafes, 
and in fuch confiderable quantities, that he is 
certain it can never be attended with the {malleft 
danger 
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| danger or inconvenience. It will, he alledges, be 
i renewed in the fame manner, as lofs of fubftance 
in any other part of the body. 


‘Tn fearching for fiffures, after wounds or blows 
on the head, our author advifes, that the integu- 
4 ments fhould be fpared as much as poflible. For 
.g_. the purpofe of dete@ing thefe, therefore, he re- 

commends a fingle, or, ifthat fhould fail, a cru- 

In cafes of depreilions of the fkull, without 
fracture, our author difluades us from having re- 
courfe to many of thofe contrivances which are 
employed to raife the bone; fuch, for example, q 
as adhefive plaifter, cupping, the fcrew, and dif- : 

it ferent kinds of levators. According to our au- { 
thor, the general effect of thefe contrivances is, i 
to raife the integuments without affecting the i 
bone. When fuch depreffions are attended with i 
bad confequences, bleeding, and other evacua+ 
tions, will, in general, remove them. But, if t 
thofe means fhould fail, he advifes, that the tre- : 
pan be applied upon the found bone near to the 
depreflion, in order to afford an outlet for any 
blood or matter that may be extravafated below. 
This, however, he alledges, will feldom be neceif- 
fary. As a confirmation of the doétrine which 
I 2 i$ 
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is here delivered, Mr Hill relates feveral cafes of 
depreflion which turned out well, although little 
was done. He relates, alfo, others, in which the 
integuments were laid open, and confiderable ex- 
foliations took place, rendering the cure much 
more tedious than probably would otherwife have 


~ 


From much experience, our author is con- 
vinced, that opening the meninges of the brain, af- 
ter the operation of the trepan, is attended with 
no danger. He recommends it as the moft éffec- 
tual way of relieving the patient, either when 
matter is fufpected to be lodged between the du- 
ra mater and brain, or when this membrane it- 


felf is inflamed. 


In the clofe of this chapter Mr Hill cautions 
us againft healing up wounds of the head fudden- 


ly, by drying efcharotic applications. The ma- 


ny headachs, vertigos, and other complaints, 
which fometimes continue for life, after tre- 


- paning, are, he imagines, entirely owing to the 


difcharge from the wound being foon dried up. 
He advifes, therefore, that this fhould be guard- 


ed againit as much as poflible. 


After finifhing this chapter on wounds of the 


head, Mr Hill concludes this treatife with a fhort 
account 
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account of that diftemper, which in Scotland is 
termed the Sibbens.’ This difeafe has been fup- 
pofed to be very different from the Lues Vene- 
rea. Our author, however, alledges, that they are 


perfeétly the fame. The Sibbens, he tells us, was 


brought into that part of the country where he 
practifes, not above fifty years ago, by fome poc- 
ky foldiezs, who, to prevent their debauching in 
town, were difperfed through the neighbouring 


villages. He alledges, that there is not a fymp-_ 
tom in the Sibdbens which does not alfo accompa- 
ny the Lues Venerea through all Europe; that 


the former is not more infe€tious than the latter ; 
and that it cannot, as has often been alledged, 
be communicated from being in the fame fami- 
ly or company, unlefs there be, at the fame time, 
a nearer connection with the infected. With re- 


gard to the cure of this difeaie, he obferves, | 


that mercury, when properly exhibited, is a cer- 
tain remedy; and that it is at the fame time 
the only remedy which can be depended on. He 
tells us, that, by throwing in a mila preparation 
of it, he has cured numbers, without confining 
them to the houfe, even in frofty or fhowy wea- 


ther. He had formerly written a move full de-. 


tail of the method of cure than is here delivered. 
But 
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But he concludes with obferving, that the di- 
rections given by Dr Gilchrift, in a fhort tra& 
i lately publifhed upon this fubjeét, entitled, « An 
Wik ee Account of a very infectious Diftemper,” render 
any addition unneceflary, as Dr Gilchrift and he 
agree in every material circumftance. 


UY. A Trea- 
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II. 


A Treatife on the Management of Pregnant and Ly- 
ing-in Women, and the Means of curing, but 


more efpecially of preventing the principal Dif- 


orders to which they are liable. Together with 
fome new Directions concerning the Delivery of 
the Child and Placenta in natural Births. Il- 
luftrated with Cafes; by Charles White, 
F,R.S. Member of the Corporation of Sur- 


geons in London ; and Surgeon to the ee | 


Infirmary. 8vo, London. 
HE of thie treatile is. So fully. cx- 


preffed in the title-page, as to render any 


general account of the author’s defign altoge- 


ther unneceflary. We proceed, therefore, to 


prefent the reader with a fummary view of the 


particular parts of Mr White’s work, in the or- 
der in which they are confidered in this treatife. 


The puerperal or child-bed fever, is the firft 
fubject of which our author treats. This fever, 
he thinks, is of the putrid kind. In fupport of 
his opinion, he endeavours to fhew, that the re- 
mote caufes of this diforder are fuch as will natu- 
rally induce putridity; and that the difeafe itfelf, 
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when actually prefent, is always attended with 
fymptoms ,which bear evident marks of putref- 
cency. [le points out nany grois improprieties 
in the management oi pregnaii and lying-in wo- 
men, which he confiders as the great fources of 
thofe diforders to which women in child-bed are 
pecuilarly liable. 


Pregnancy is frequently attended with cottive- 


cnefs, occafioned by the prefiure of the uterus on 
the under part of the inteftines. But, inftead of | 


taking proper meafures to remedy this inconveni- 
ence, the evilis, for the molt part, encreated, by 
atight heavy drefs, a fedentary liJe, and improper 
diet. Thus, there muff neceflarily take piace an 


abforption of excrementitious mattcr, which will 


diffufe a putrid tendency through the fyftem. In 
the time of labour, the air of the chamber, fre- 


quently over-heated by a large fre, and corrupt- 


ed by the breaths of numerous attendants, join- 
ed to the putrid fieams arifing from the woman’s 
own body conftantly bathed in fweat, {till farther 


encreafes the difpofition to putridity. After de- 


livery, continues our author, women are often 
pent up for days together, in a putrid atmofphere; 
are neceflitated to drink large quantities of warm 
relaxing liquors; and are confined to a horizon- 


tal 
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tal pofture, which is highly unfavourable for pro- 


-moting the natural difcharges by the inteftines 


and uterus. Mean while, by neglecting to draw 
their breafts till feveral days after delivery, the 
firft milk, which is purgative and ftimulating, is 
taken up by the abforbents, and carried back in- 
to the fyftem. This treatment, he obferves, can- — 
not fail, either to generate a tendency to putref- 
cency, or to promote that which former errors 


had already induced. 


Having made thefe obfervations on the — 
he obferves, with regard to the fymptoms of this 
difeafe, that it is frequently ufhered in by a cold 


fit, which, by the force of fpirituous liquors, and 
hot fpices, is foon fucceeded by intenfe heat, and 


_profufe putrid fweats. Thefe are often kept up 


by the fame means firft employed to excite them, — 
for nights and days together, without any relief 
to the patient. At other times, the difeafe creeps 
on gradually, without any cold fit, and manifefts 
itfelf by putrid fweats, naufea, bilious vomitings, 
frequent foetid dejections, unexpreflible anxiety, 
laffitude, debility, miliary eruptions, petechiae, 
and a train of other fymptoms, which clearly 
fhew a prevailing putrid diathefis. 


Our 
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Our author obferves, that, upon diffe€tion, the 


inteftines, or fome other of the abdominal vifce- 


ra, have, in general, been found in an inflamed 
or gangrened fiate, Ie alledges, that, although 
thefe appearances would feem to favour the opi- 
nion of thofe who afcribe the puerperal fever to 
fiinple inflammation ; yet the abfence of the ex- 
cruciating pains, ufuaily attending inflammations 
of the bowels, is a circumftance which renders 
this opinion lefs probable, than that which he en- 


deavours to eftabiith. 


This chapter is concluded with fome remarks | 


on the different defcriptions which have been gi- 
ven ofthe puerperal fever by medical writers. 


‘Their difagreement, Mr White is inclined to 


afcribe more to accidental differences in the ma- 
nagement of the diforder, than to any effential 
variety in the nature of the difeafe. 


In the fecond chapter, the author treats of the 
miliary fever, a fubject which, of late, has parti- 
cularly engaged the attention of the medical 
world, by the warm difputes of which it has been 


_produdtive among fome of the moft eminent of 


the faculty. No accurate defcription was given 


of this difeafe previous to its appearance at Leip- 
fic, about the middle of the laft century. But, 
from 
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from a variety of paffages in antient authors, Mr 
White thinks it highly probable, if not abfolutely 
certain, that it has occurred to practitioners from 
the days of Hippocrates downwards. Since the 
time of Dr Sydenham, who firft accurately de- 
{eribed it in England, it has been particularly 
treated of by many medical writers. ‘Phefe wri- 
ters have differed widely, both concerning the 
pathology and cure of this diforder. Some con-— 
fider the eruption to be the regular crifis of a 
primary idiopathic difeafe. While others have 
looked upon it merely as an accidental fymptom, 


occurring indifcriminately in all difeafes attend- 
¥ _ed with {weating, and at all periods of thofe dif- 
eafes. Notwithftanding thefe differences, how- 


ever, Mr White obferves, that moft writers on — 
the miliary fever, agree in the following particu- 
: lars concerning it: That puerperal women are 
peculiarly liable to it: That it is of a putrid ten- 
dency : That the eruption is promoted by fweat- 
ing in bed; and is moft plentiful on thofe parts 
of the body which have fweated moft: That, 
whatever the eruption may be, the fweats at- 
tending it are by no means critical: That, in 
one cafe, there will occur more than one crop of 
miliary puftules: That miliary eruptions will 
fome- 
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fometimes accompany inflammatory fevers; and 
that the danger with which they are attended is in 


proportion to their quantity and early appear- 


ance, 


The. sears confent of authors, with regard 
to thefe particulars, the dire&t authority of Allo- 
nius, a phyfician of eminence at Turin, and the 
great fimilarity between the fymptoms of miliary 
and putrid fevers, induce our author to confider 
them as having anear affinity toeach other. The 


eruption, he alledges, is the oniy diftinétive mark 


between the two. This, however, he apprehends 
to be totally unconnected with the fever, as he 


has often feen miliary eruptions, both of the red 
and whitekind, without any fever; and, on the 
other hand, all the fymptoms of miliary fever, 
without any eruption. He farther obferves, that, 


in many cafes, this eruption depends folely on a_ 


hot regimen, or the long continuance of fweat- 
ing. | 

Upon the whole, he concludes, that miliary e- 
ruptions are univerfally preceded by fweating; that 


they are by no means critical ; that no prejudice 


will arife toa patient from their being checked by 
cool regimen in the beginning of the difeafe ; that 


puerperal \ women are peculiarly liabletothem teens 
their 
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their difpofition to putrefcency, joined to the relax- 
ed ftate of their fkin, which is induced by long 
continued fweating ; and, laftly, that the miliary 
eruption is produced by the cuticular difcharge 
being increafed in quantity, rendered acrid, and 


acquiring a putrid {tate. 


Mr White concludes this chapter, with obfer- 
ving, that his opinion of the miliary fever is perfect- 
ly conformable to that of Dr Cullen, an authority, 


defervedly, of great weight in medicine. To 


prove this fimilarity in their opinions, Mr White | 
fubjoins part of a le€ture on the miliary fever, 
given by Dr Cullen, and taken from the notes of 
one of his pupils. 


Another diforder to which lying in women are 
expofed, is the milk fever. This is the fubje& 
of the third chapter. This difeafe, we are told, 
depends upon the re-abforption of milk, which by 
{tagnating has contracted a peculiar acrimony. 
This ftagnation is fometimes owing to negligence, 
fometimes to the ftate of the nipples, which, by 
the conftant preflure of the tight ftays, are often 


-preternaturally flattened, and fo buried in the 


breafts, as to render the drawing of them imprac- 
ticable, 
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ticable. The author obferves, that the lower clafs 
of women, whofe neceflary:labours do not admit 
of that tightnefs in drefs, which is fo common a- 
mong their fuperiors, feldom fuffer any fuch in- 
convenience. He thinks it, therefore, of the ut- 
moft confequence for the female fex to be cau- 


tious in this part of their drefs. His obfervations 


on this difeafe are concluded with an anatomical 
defeription of the ftructure of the mammae, from 
which he deduces an explanation of the feveral 


phaenomena of fuction. 
The fourth chapter contains general direétions 
for preventing fome diforders peculiarly incident 


to pregnancy. He infifts particularly on the im- 


propriety of bleeding pregnant women, when no 


urgent fymptom indicates that evacuation. He 


affirms, that, even in plethoric cafes, in which 
bleeding is generally thought neceflary, much 
more benefit may be ‘had from -the ule of afles 
milk, Pyrmont and Seltzer waters, elixir of vitriol, 
and gentle exercife on horfeback. Keeping the 
belly open, he points out as an object of confider- 
able importance. For this purpofe, he recom- 
mends the liberal ufe of ripe fruit and vegetables ; 
and, if medicine be neceflary, he advifes, that re- 
courfe fhould be had to fmall dofes of aloetic, and 

other 
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other bitter antifceptic purgatives. To cleanfe the 


- ftomach, when foul, gentle emetics, he tells us, 


may be ufed with fafety and advantage. For the 
temporary jaundice, to which pregnant women 


are liable, he advifes the ufe of raw eggs. In con- 


firmation of this practice, he tells us, that, by 
means of raw eggs, he was himfelf cured of an ob- 
ftinate jaundice, fome years ago ; that he has fince 
recommended them to many others; and that 
they have always fucceeded, unlefs where the 
jaundice depended, either on a difeafed liver, or 


onbiliary concretions. Inftead of tight ftays, which’ 
fome pregnant women very injudicioufly wear, 
he advifes the ufe of flack jumps with broad fhoul- 


der-f{traps; and, inftead of tying the petticoats 


~ round the belly, he direéts them to be faftened to 
tapes fewed tothe bottom of the jumps. But, if the 
belly be remarkably pendulous, he advifes the ufe of — 


a broad bandage, to counterbalance the preflure 
on the bladder. Laftly, he advifes women in the 


-Jatter months of pregnancy, to be frequently ina 
recumbent pofture, with a view of preventing the 


pains of the belly, back, and thighs, and {welling 
of the legs, which are fo common at that period. 
The fifth chapter contains directions, refpecting 
the management of natural labours. The au- 
thor’s 


: 
me 
Fy 
4 
Vex 
ae 
\ 
; 
x» 
‘4 
& 
ie 
« 


= 


thor’s general view in thefe directions is to induce 


practitioners to pay the moft religious attention 


to nature in their whole conduét, and never to 


have recourfe to art, unlefs where it is neceffary 
to regulate or affitt the efforts of nature. He con- 


-demns the vulgar practice of tying the umbilical 


chord immediately upon the birth of the child. 
By delaying it for a few minutes, fays he, the 
changes in the circulatory fyftem will take place 


gradually ; andthe circulation in the chord will 


ceafe of itfulf. By this time too the fecundines 
are generally expelled, or, a at leaft, may be eafily 


extracted, by gently pulling the navel-ftring, when | 


a pain comeson. He prefers bringing away the 
placenta in this manner, to the practice of leaving 
it to come-away of itfelf, as he imagines, that, by 
allowing it to remain, it is apt to occafion violent 
afterpains, dangerous floodings, or putrid difea- 
fes. 


The prevention of the miliary and miik fevers 


is the fubject of the next chapter ; many directions 
are here given concerning the management of 


women after delivery, But. the following parti- 
culars are inculcated by our author as the moft 
effential : Cool regimen, the conftant admiffion of 
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irefh air, a light diet, confifting more of vegetable 
than of animal food, the free ufe of cold drink, 
particularly of liquors acidulated or mixed with 
a antifeptic matters, great cleanlinefs, an upright 
4 vofture foon after delivery, keeping the belly o- 
pen, the early application of the infant to the 
+breaft if the mother betofuckle, or, if not, the 
having the breafts regularly drawn. By {trict at- 
| tention to thefe particulars, Mr White aflures us, 
F that his own practice has been attended with re- 
 markable fuccefs. The frequent deaths of lying- 
in women, in fome of the London hofpitals, and 
‘ in fome parts of the country, he imputes to the 
” corruption of the air in crowded wards, and to er- 
rors in the diet and drefs of the women, from the 
milmanagement of nurfes. In order to prevent 
ihe inconveniences arifing from the heat, moifture, 
and ftagnation of thie air in lying-in hofpitals, he 
propofcs ventilation by means of air-pipes. He 
rccommends alfo the method propofed by Dr A- 


lexander for correéting vitiated air, by fermenting 
antifeptic mixtures ; and tells us that, in putrid 
cafes, he has often ufed it with great advantage. 


In the feventh chapter, the author delivers the 
cure of the puerperal fever. Hiscure is perfect- 
ly conformable to his theory. He direéts, that j 
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i | the fame general principles fhould be followed int 


this as inother putrid difeafes. After cautioning, 
therefore, againit the abufe of hot regimen and 


ti ftimulating medicines, with a view to fhorten the 
Wi cold fit, at the almoft certain rifk of adding to the 
| 1 violence of the fubfequent hot one, he recom- 
mends cleanfing the primae viae by gentle emetics, 
Hit by mild, faline, antifeptic laxatives, affifted 
it | by emollient injections. He recommends alfo 
 faline draughts, in the act of effervefcence, with a 
HA view to allay feverifhnefs. Bleeding, and, in ge- 
neral, large evacuations, are to be avoided. The 
nue fame attention is neceflary for fupporting the vis i 
a fi vitae in this as in other putrid fevers; cool frefh 
Hi air, and general cleanlinefs, he likewife advifes, as 
equally indifpenfable. | 
i cure of the miliary fever, which is the fub- 
4 3 ae je&t of the following fection, differs in nothing ef- 
-fential from that of the puerperal. Evacuants, 
| t in general, he condemns here, gentle emetics and 
‘| i laxatives alone being admiffible. Even blifters, 
, he tells us, except as ftimulants in the laft ftages 
Hh of the difeafe, are hurtful. He is of opinion, that 
i . pure, free, cold air, cautioufly admitted, the pru- 
| | _ dent ufe of cold acidulated drink, a frequent up- 
right 
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right pofture, and the greateft cleanlinefs, are the 
particulars chiefly to be depended on in the cure. 


To thefe general doctrines, our author fubjoins 
fifteen cafes, with a view of illuftrating what he 
had before delivered, refpeCting puerperal and mi- 


liary fevers. From thefe cafes alfo, our author 
thinks it appears, that fatal floodings and other 
bad e‘Tects, will often arife from the retention of 


the placenta ; from which he infers the neceffity of 


removing it foon alter the delivery of the 
child. 


This treatife is concluded with a poftfcript, con- 


taining fome remarks on atreatife on the puerpe- 
ral fever, lately publifhed by Dr Hulme, which did 
not fall into our author’s hands till his book was — 
finifhed. From feveral diffe€tions, Dr Hulme 


had concluded, that the puerperal fever depends 
upon an inflammation of the inteftines and omen- 
tum. Mr White, in order to fhew the fallaciouf- 
nefs of this opinion, endeavours to prove, by quo- 
tations from Cleghorn, Sir John Pringle, Lind, and 


other eminent authors, that the very fame appear-_ 


ances are almoft conftantly obferved in all fatal 
putrid fevers. He is of opinion, therefore, that, 
in many cafes, they may be more properly con- 
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fiderd as the confequences than as the caufes of ie 
the difeafe. 


iit | Dr Hulme afligns the preflure of the gravid u- ; 
terus againit the inteltincs and omentum, as the 


att ae principal predifponent caufe of this difeafe. To 
| this opinion our author objects, that, were it true, 


| the puerperal fever fhould happen rather before 
than after delivery. 


al | Dr Hulme had farther urged, in favour of his 


opinion, that from it we can fee the reafon why all 

| ‘| women have been, and ever will be, liable to this 

HE difeafe. To this, Mr White replies, that the dif- = 
: | } i _ eafe by no means takes place fo frequently as Dr . 
‘Hulme imagines, nor, indeed, as it certainly 

fl would do, did it depend upon the caufes which the 


i i Doétor afligns. The proof of this fact Mr White 
: refts, not only on his own obfervation, but upon the 
We concurring teftimony of perfons of great note inthe 
practice of midwifery ; to many of whom, heaffures 
“| us, this difeafe is, in a great meafure, totally un- 
ti known. As farther evidence, he adduces extracts 
| from regifters kept in various lying-in_hofpitals, 


thy 


; ‘a from which he thinks it appears, that this diforder 
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tendedto. Heconcludes the whole, by mention- 


from Dr Young, fome particulars, refpecting 


the management of the lying-in ward _ in the royal 
infirmary at Edinburgh. ‘To thefe he afcribes 


the remarkable fuccefs attending the practice of 


midwifery in that hofpital, and, in a_ particular 


-~manner, the total abfence of this fever. 
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Experiments upon the Human Bile, and RefleQisns 


on the Biliary Secretion; with an introduGery 


By James Maciure, M. 8vo, 
London. 


r the introductory eflay prefixed to thefe ex- 
periments, the ingenious author inculcatts 
the neceility and advantage of reafoning in me- 


dicine. He isat particuiar pals in obviating the 


objections which have been made to reafoning, 
from the frequent and great changes which me- 
dical theories have undergone. And he even 
goes fo far as to alledge, that the perpetual 
crowth and centention of fyftems is a mark of 
vigour in the ftate of medical knowledge. 

His experiments upon the bile are thirty-eight 
inzumber. <Allofthem were made with human 
cyftic bile ; and moft of them in the way of 
mixture. | 

In the firft eight experiments, the author en- 
deayours to afcertain the effeéts of mineral acids 
upon the bile. Thefe he found, when applied 
ftrong, united with the bile, and diffolved it ina 
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fhort time, with fome variations of the phaeno- 


mena producing a fine green colour. 


From the inflammable nature of biliary concre- 


tions, and from the effects of the principle of in-. 


flammability upon acids in metallic fub{tances, 
and other mixtures, as explained by Dr Black in 
his chemical letures, Dr Maclurg concludes, that 
the green colour is to be afcribed to the union of 
the acids with the phlogifton of the bile. In this 


opinion he is confirmed by the fugitive nature of 


this green colour upon the mixture of nitrous 


acid and bile.. ‘his colour vanifhes, while a 


fiame coioured elaftic vapour flies off from the 


mixture. And farther, as the bile, upon the 


addition of acids, lofes, not only its colour, but 
alfo its bitternefs, he concludes, that both the 
colour and tafte of the bile depend upon the phlo- 
gifton which it contains. 


In the ninth and tenth experiments, the author 
sives an account of the effects of veretable acid 
upon the bile. He found, that vi: aegar and juice 


of lemons inftantly coagulated bile, at the fame 
tine changing its colour to yellow. 


the eleventh experiment. it appears, 
that the mineral acids, in a diluted fate, have 
nearly the fame effect upon the bile as the vege- 
K 4 table. 
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table. This Dr Maclurg afcribes to their ha- 


ving, whenin a diluted ftate, a lefs vehement at 

traction to phlogifton. By the twelfth and thir- 
tcenth experiments, he finds, that bile is alfo co- 
agulated by {pirit of wine, and by heat. This 
fuggefted to him the fujpicion of there being a | 
quantity of coagulabie lymph in the bile; in 
which opinion he was confirmed by the four- 
teenth and three following experiments. In thefe, 
he feparated the coagulable fubftance from cvery 
other part of the bile, and found it aafwer to all 
the tefts of coagulable lymph when tried with 
fpirit of wine, alkali, and acid. 


The coaguium of the bile, formed by the ve- 
getable acid, being a combination of the colour- 
ing matter of the bile with its lymph, is the 
fubject of the eighteenth and fix following expe- 
riments. From trying this coagulum with dif- 
ferent acids, water, fpirit or wine, a folution of 
cauftic alkali, &c. it appears, that the colouring 
matter of the bile is affected by the fame rela- 
tions when coagulated, as before coagulation. 
ii That the vegetable acid, however, does produce 
{! fome change upon it, is evident, from the colour 


1 of the coagulum being different from that of the 
— bile, As by this change the cyltic bile 
approaches 
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approaches nearer to the colour of the hepatic, 
and, as its former colour may be reftored by 

the addition of an alkali, the author concludes, 
that the colour of the cyftic bile depends upon.an 

alkaline nature which it acquires during its ftag- 
nation in the gall-bladder. This circumftance, 
he thinks, may alfo account for its greater bit- 
ternels. 


Fy 
2 


The next fet of experiments were made witha 


view to examine the opinion of Mr Durade, who 
has alledged, that the colour of the bile depends 


upon iron, Sut, upon trials with the alkali pre- 


é pared for making Pruffian blue, and with powder 
: of galls, he could find no reafon for being of that 
opinion. | | 
The eight laft experiments are made witha 
view to determine the relation of bile to putre- 
faction. Upon trying putrid bile with acids, 
‘fpirit of wine, and heat, the author found that 
the coagulability of the bile was diminithed by 
: putrefaction; but that its bitternefs was rather 
i encreafed. It appears, therefore, that the bit- 
: ternefs of the bile refifts the effect of putrefac- 
tion in changing the qualities of bodies, and con- 
tinues unaltered, when the coagulable matter has 
_ proceeded far in its degeneracy. Befides this, 
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from the 3éth, 37th, and 38th experiments, the 
autoor finds, that bile, in its-own nature, 1S anti- 
feptic, but that, when coagulated by acids, it im- 
parts to water a ftronger antifeptic power than is 
to be found in pure and unaltered bile. From 


this he concluies, that the antifeptic principle of 
the bile is connected with its bitterne’s, and that 
probably it is alfo a quality of the colouring mat- 
ter. | 
After thefe experiments, Dr Maclure proceeds 
to his reflections on the biliary fecretion. Here 
our author fifft remarks a ftrong analogy between 
the milk, the bile, and the common mafs of 
blood. Their bafis, he obferves, isa coag ulable 


matter. They all contain a matter analogous 
to the fugar of vegetables ; and, from the beft 
chemical analyfis, their faline contents appear 
alfo to be the fame. ‘Their colouring matter, 
he obferves, is indeed a good deal different : 
But, as the beft chemifts fuppofe that the 
colouring matter of the blood is formed from 
the oil of the milk, fo the fame powers con- 


tinuing to act may, he imagines, change the 
colouring part of the bioud into that of the bile. 


He allows, however, that thefe colouring mat- 


ters, although, in their nature analogous, are in 
| different 
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different ftates, as they do not give the fame phae- 
nomena on their mixture with the acids. 


~ The author next obferves, that the yolk of an. 
egg has a great analogy to the blood. It is in- 
tended for the formation of blood in the foetus, 
and contains a colouring matter, which, like that 


of the blood and bile, flies off with ftrong acids. 
‘Thus, fays he, we have a fcale of animal fluids, 


all of which are fimilar, yet all different. Thefe 
are, the milk, the yolk of the egg, the blood, and 
the bile. Itis their common character to contain 


a coagulable matter, united with other ingredi- 


ents, the chief of which is phlogifton. 


This phlogifton, by the animal procefs, is gra- 
dually evolved, and, at length, in the bile, 
gives evident indications of its being prefent in- 
the moft fimple and active ftate. In proof of this, 
he adduces many arguments, with a view to e- 
ftablifh a connection between the oil of the milk, 
the colouring matter of the blood, and that of the 
bile. Thefe are chiefly deduced from the influ- 
ence of difeafes upon the bile, and the effias of 
exhauttion, either by large evacuations, or want 
of aliment. 

After his remarks on the colouring matter, he - 
next makes fome reflections on the coagulable 


part 
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part of thefe fimilar fluids. From experiments 
and obfervations, he concludes, that, in the milk, 
which is the one extreme of this fcale, the union 
of the coiguiable lymph with the other parts is 
the lcaft intimate; and that, in the bile,“ which 


» 


is the other extreme, it is moft complete. He 
fu pofes, therefore, that the union of the parts of 
thcfe analogous liquors, is gradually rendered 
more perfect by the continuance of the animal fep- 
fic procels;. | 


Having thus ftated the relation between the 
bile and other animal fluids, Dr Maclurg next 
applies thefe obfervations to account for many 
phaenomena in difeafes, particularly for that 
great redundancy of bile fo much conneéted 
with the intermittent and remittent fevers, and 
the dyfentery of warm climates. He is of opi- | 
nion, that the marfh miafinata, inducing thefe fe- 
vers, Operate as a putrid ferment in the fyftem. 
Heace the biliary fecretion, which is intended 
for the diicharge of degenerating lymph and red 
globules, muft be augmented by the introduc- 
tion of this ferment.’ He concludes, therefore, 
that the increafe of this fecretion is ameans which 
nature employs in thefe diforders for her relief ; 
and that the general method of cure fhould 
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confift in promoting the biliary difcharge by the 
fafeft and moft expeditious means ; and in cor- 


recting, by tonics and antifeptics, that ftate of the — 


conftitution which makes it neceflary. 


Our author’s next reflections are, with refpect 


to the influence of bile upon digeftion. He is of 
opinion, that digeftion is performed by fermenta- 


tion, and is attended with the conftant gencration 
of acid in the flomach. The firft operation of this 
acid liquor, after paffing the pylorus, will be to co- 
agulate the bile. ‘The coagulum of bile is not mif- 


cible with water, but communicates to it fome-— 


thing of amore antifeptic nature than pure bile 
itfelf. Thus the antifeptic principle is evolved 
and feparated from the putrefcent coagulable part. 


And, while the latter is committed to the alvine dif- 


charge, the former is applied to ufeful purpofes in 


the oeconomy. ‘This, he obferves, gives us ano- 
ther view of the final caufe of that large fecretion — 


of bile, which is the conftant effect of long conti- 
nued heat ; and of that appetite for acids which 

then fubfifts. 
One of the moft curious facts refpecting the fe- 
cretion of bile, is its relation to the paflions. 
This is the next fubject of refletion. The fe- 
cretion of bile is remarkably increafed, by anger 
and 
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and by terror. Thefe pafiions are intended to prompt 


us to oppofe, or to avoid any power which threa- 


tensdanger. And here the author imagines we 
muft look for the final caufe of the large fecre- 
tion of bile which in general attends them. Low 


fpirits, timidity, and defpair are frequently obfer- 


ved to be effects of a feeble ftate of action in the 
alimentary canal. An oppofite temper of mind is 
connected with an oppofite {tate of this funétion. 
A quantity of bitter fluid, therefore, poured into 


the alimentary canal, by ftimulating it to a ftron- 


er action, will anfwer the purpofes of both paf- 
fions. 


The next obfervation our author makes is, with 
refpect to the influence of bile upon temperament. 
A bilious temperament, he obferves, is naturally 
produced by exceflive heats, and is the common 


one in warmclimates. This he afcribes to the 


acceleration of the feptic animal procefs which 
there takes place. 


The laft fubject on which our author offers any 


reflections is biliary calculi. He obferves, that 
art can do little in removing thefe concretions ; 


andthat therefore it fhould be our endeavour to 
trace them to their origin, and difcover, if pofli- 


ble, the means of preventing their formation. — 


From 
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From many facts, he is inclined to believe, that the 
common opinion, of gall-ftones being formed in 
confequence of the {tagnation of bile, is !!founded, 
andthat many of them are originally bile coagu- 
lated by an acid. This acid, formed in the fto- 
: mach, may; he imagines, be infinuated into the 
end of the ductus communis, and the bile with 
which it there comes in contact, will iminediate- — 
ly take the form of a cheefy concretion. This 
coaguium wil afterwards be either pufhed into 


the duodenum, or carried into the gall-bladder, 
according to the determination of motion in the 
dués. In the latter cafe, it will produce biliary 
calculi, 


The author, however, does not imagine, that, in 
this way, all biliary concretions are produced. 
Thofe found in the biliary pores of oxen are, he 


allows, independent of coagulation from acid ; 
and he alledges, that their different appearance e- 
vidently fhews a different origin. Thefe he a- 


{cribes to a gencral difpofition in the fluid to con- 
crete. 


From fome experiments made with biliary con. — 
cretions, he concludes, that they are compofed of 
the fame materials with the bile itfelf; but that - 


they 
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they have undergone fome fpontaneous change, 
during their ftagnation in the body. Hence the 
colouring matter of thefe calculi does not pro- 


duce that fine vivid green with acids which the 
bile itfelf and the frefh coagulum of that fluid ex- 
hibit. And the coagulable part has acquired the 
appearance of a calcareous or chalky matter. 


Granting that acid in the alimentary canal is a 
fource of biliary concretions, their prevention, 
our author obferves, is not to be effected by the 
deftruction of acid. Acid is continually generated 
‘ in digeftion, and probably ferves fome important 


Wee purpofes in the oeconomy. Befides, in the heal-. 
thy animal, it produces no bad effect. Mott pro- 
Al bably, then, it only tends to generate calculi, in 
| . -confequence of fome inverfion of the ordinary mo- 
she tion in the alimentary canal, which is in fome de- 


— gree confirmed, from confidering that biliary cal- | 
t culiare connected with gouty and nephritic con- 
| ftitutions. Inorder, therefore, to prevent the 
| : formation of biliary calculi, every thing which 
tends to weaken the nervous fyitem, and of con- 
fequence the alimentary canal, muft be avoided. 
With this view, fedentary life, and full luxuri- 
ous diet, are particularly to be guarded a- . 

gaintt, 
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- gainft. Recourfe muft, at the fame time, be had 


to thofe means which nature feems to have ap- 
pointed for maintaining the vigour of the fy- 
item, efpecially a certain degree .of cold, and 


proper bodily exercife. 


V. 


Jacobi. Bartholomaei_ Beccarii Opufculum de 
Latte. Vid. De Bononienfi Scientiarum et Ar- 
Inftituto atque Academia Commentarii. 
Tomi Quinti Pars prima, 4to, Bonon. 


Eccarius had formerly publithed feveral ex- 
periments on corns and broths of different 
kinds, which received very general approbation. 
His induftrious refearches have not ftopped there. — 
In the paper now before us, we are prefented with 
the -refult of many experiments which he has 


~madeon milk. Without repeating the experiments 


which had been made by Boerhaave and Macquer 
on this fubject, he takes it up where-they had left 


its Boerhaave, from his experiments, had con- 


cluded, that cows milk which was the fubject up- 
Vor. I. I, on 
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on which he chiefly operated, neither contained 
an acid nor an alkali; that it was hardly in any de- 
gree faline ; and that it yiclded no fpirit upon di- 
flillation. And Macquer was: of opinion that it 
contained no falt, whicl: was net to be referred 
to the tribe of acids, and yielded nothing which 
gave even the flightcft indication of volatile al- 
kali. The experiments of our author, however, 
led him to-form very different conclufions. 


His firft experiments were made: with that fat- 


ty, fweet-tafted refiduum, which is. obtained on the 


- fithple diftillation of milk, With this he filleda 


retort to about two thirds, and fubjected it to a 
heat, at firft gentle, but afterwards encreafed to 


a confiderable degree. In the beginning, a wa- 
tery, limpid, taftelefs liquor arofe ; after this, it~ 


appeared of a ftraw colour, and was fomewhat a- 
cid to the tafte ; it then became more and more 


ofa deepcolour, and, at the fame time, more acids 


towards the end, it became blackifh and empyreu- 
matic ; and, atlaft, upon the heat being greatly 
encreafed, white vapours arofe and flew about 
the receiver, till fome of them were condenfed 
into a liquid, and others adhered in a folid ftate to 


the fides of the veffel, in the form of diftin@ 


and beautiful ramifications ; in the meantime, a 
thick 
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thick foetid oil began to cover the top of the “lis 


quor, which put an end to the procefs. In the 
retort, there remained a thick black coloured ub: 
{ftance. 


‘The next experiments made by the author were 
with the ferum of the milk. By a very gentle 
heat, he drew off all the watery part of the ferum, 
fo as to leave nothing but what is commonly cal- 
led the fugar of milk. This he fubjeCted to the. 


- fame procef$.as the mafs laft mentioned, and with. 


precifely the fame effect. 

From thefe experiments, Beccarips was led to 
imagine, that both the milk, taken altogether, and. 
the ferum, when feparated from it, contain no ins 
confiderable proportion of.a volatile alkaline falt. 


Fo fatisfy himfelf with regard to this, he next en-_ 


deavoured to inveltigate the nature of thofe pro- 
duéts which he had obtained. From the common 
tefts by which acids and alkalines are detected, he 

found that the fluid which he had obtained was 
an acid. Whilft the more folid fublimate which 


came ove; at was evidently of an alkaline 
nature. 


Having, from thefe experiments, difcovered that 
both milk and its ferum contain a volatile alkali ; . 
he obferves, that an alkali might naturally be fup- 
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pofed to be prefent alfo in cheefe. But, as Mr 
‘Macquer had been of a different opinion, he re- 
folved to determine this alfo by experiment. For 
this purpofe he employed a glue, well known to 
joiners, which is prepared from cheefe by boiling 
and preflure. He was led to prefer this glue to the 
cheefe itfelf, as he had formerly found, that even 
the glue from corn was of an animal andalkaline 
nature. Having put fome of this glue into a retort, 
he expofed it to a heat at firft gentle, but after- 
wards more confiderable. ‘There arofe, at firft, 
a limpid fluid, then aturbid milky one of a uri- 


é 


nous fimell. After this, there came over a vapour, 
fome of which covered the fides of the receiver, 
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and fome was converted into an acrid liquor, very 
fimilar to that which is obtained from animal fub- 
ftances. Along with all thefe products, fome oil 
came over, which became thicker and blacker as 


| 
the diftillation advanced. The mafs remaining 
in the retort was very dry and much burnt. 


Our author concludes this paper, by pointing 
it out as a fubject of enquiry, whether thefe al- 
kaline falts be always prefent in the milk in a de- 
termined proportion? or, whether the quantity 
produced may be varied by the means ufled for 

ob- 


7 
2 
| 
* 
ik 
4 
a: 
Berk 
‘ 
(he 
& 
4 
43! 
sitic? 
t's; 
if. 
f ee | 
4 
3 
| 
i 
| | 
| 
| 3: A | 
Bip? tl 
i 
: 
‘ 
4's fi 


COMMENTARIES. 16; 


obtaining them? ‘This queftion, from the expe- 
riments now before us, he admits, that he 1s un- 
able to determine. But, he obferves, that, from 


the experiments which he has made on wheat, it 


appeared that the proportion of alkaline falt, con- 


— tained in equal quantities of the fame matter, ne- 


ver varied. 


Vi. 
Vincenti Menghini Opu/culum de Aquarum vi 
in Calculis diffolvendis. Vid. De Bononienft 
Scientiarum et Artium Inftituto atque Academia 


Commentarii. ‘Yomi Quinti Pars prima, 4to, 
Bonon. 


inus had obferved, that different 
waters poflefled a power of diflolving hu- 


man calculi. He was led, therefore, to make the 
following experiments, with a view of difcover- 
ing, whether this power refides in pure water, 
or is the effeét of their being impregnated with 
any particular fubftances. 


With this inteution, he employed five differ- 
ent kinds of water, viz. diftilled rain-water ; rain- 
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‘water not diftilled ; well-water, with a fmall ims 
‘preznation of clay; very pure well-water; and 
‘rain-water impregnated with foluble tartar. To 
‘ten ounces of éach of thefe waters, put into a 
‘phial by itfelf, he added a bit of hard human cal- 
culus, weighing fourteen grains. ‘To prevent a- 
ny deception in thefe experiments, the bit of cal- 
culus put into each phial was taken from thc 
fame mafs, Thefe phials were then expofed to a 
heat very near that of the human body. At the 
end of a few days, air-bubles could be difcovered 
on the furface of the water contained in all the 
phials. Thefe continued, at times, to .arife ‘du- 
ring the whole fpace for which ‘they were kept 
in this ftate. At the end-of twenty days the crl- 


-culi were taken out. That which was in the 


diftilled rain-water had loft two grains of its 
weight ; and, after rubbing ‘off from it a thin 
mucous coat, upon being touched, it tinged the 
fingers with a white colour; ‘finall pieces could, 
at the fame time, be eaitily broken ‘off ‘from it. 
The ftone, which was ih the undiftilled water, had 
loft three grains’ of its weiglit. Every other circum- 
{tance attending it was the fame as before obfer- 


ved with regard to the laft. That which was in the 
well-water impregnated with clay had loft fix 
‘grains, 
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grains, with the fame appearance as the two for- 

mer. That in the pure well-water had loft fever 

grains, and was in the fame ftate with the others, 

except, that its covering was ofa gummy, rather 

than of a mucous confiftence. And, laftly, That 

which had been in the rain-water, impregnated 

with foluble tartar, after the removal of its mu- 

: cous covering, which weighed half a grain, was 

| found to have loft eight grains. Our author 
farther obferves, that all thefe waters, a few days 
after the ftones were taken out of them, depofi- | 

ted fediments, but with different appearances. _ 

Still farther ta determine the refpeétive dif- 

ferences of thefe waters, in diflolving calculi, the 
fame {tones were again put into waters of the fame 
kind, and in the fame manner. That which had 
before loft eight grains, was now reduced to one 
grain. ‘fhofe put into the two different kinds of © 
well-waters, and into the undifiilied ram-water, 
loft each four grains more. And, laitly, That in 


the diftilled rain water fuffered a diminution of | 


one grain only. From thefe experiments, then, 
the author concludes, that the power which wa- 


ters poflefs of diffolving calculi depends upon 
fome impregnation; and that this power is va- 
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ried in different waters, from differences in the 
fubftances with which they are impreguated. 


The author, next, endeavours to determine 
the comparative power of diffolving calculi, ob- 
tained by different impregnations ; and, from a 
fet of experiments, made with this view, he 


found, that foluble tartar is more effeQual in ren- 


dering water capable of diffolying calculi than 
Glauber’s Salt, Sea Salt, Nitre, Sal Ammoniac, 
Alum, or Regenerated Tartar, 


VII. 
Jani Planci Ariminenfis Epi/fola de. Urina Vene- 
ta. Vid. De Bononienfi Scientiarum et Artium 


Inftituto atque Academia Commentari. ‘Yomi 
Pars prima, 4to, Bonon. 


HE author of this letter gives an account 

_ ofa man, who, for eight or ten days before 
his death, voided urine with a fediment refem- 
bling Pruffian blue. This patient was about 
fixty years of age, and of a ftrong conttitution ; 
but he had for two years laboured under a dyfu- 
ria, This, however, had been leffened by dilu- 


ents, 
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ents and demulcents. A few days before his 
death, being much depreffed with griei, he was 
attacked with a fever, attended with great dry- 
“nefs of his tongue and fauces, probably in confe- 
quence of his refufing to drink fufficiently. It 
was not, however, accompanied with any confi- 
derable heat, or great alteration in his pulfe. Af- 
ter the third day of this fever, he began to dif- 
charge urine with a blue fediment. Our au- 
thor collected it for three mornings, evaporated 
it by the heat of the fun, and found it greatly to 
refemble the Pruffian blue. For the three fucceed- 
ing days, the whole urine difcharged during the 
night, at which time the blue fediment had before 
principally appeared, became of a greenifh co- 
lour, and acquired a {mell, much refembling that _ 
of fpirit of Sal Ammoniac. From this urine, upon 
being filtrated, a powder was obtained refem- 
bling verdegris. For the three laft days before 
death, the urine could no longer be collected, 
as it was con(tantly difcharged in drops ; but, 
during this time, it continued to tinge the lin- 
nens of a blue colour. He then died, being at 
length worn out by continued abftinence from 
food arid medicines. 


Upon 
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Upon examining his body the day after, the 


back part appeared very livid, and, on the fore 
‘part, were many puttules, refembling the erup- 


tion in the gutta rofacea. Thefe puftules had 
i begun to appear a few days before his death. 
The bladder was much thickened, and had nu- 
merous plicae refembling thofe of the ftomach. 
The iphia@er of the bladder was much con- 
i, tracted 5 but the ureters were fo much dilated, as 
to be about the fize of the inteftines of 2 lamb. 
A portion of urine was contained in the bladder ; 
_ but it had not the blue fediment, The kidneys 
~~ were flaccid, but found, and had no appearance 
of any blue tinge. The inteltines, ftomach, and 
lungs, were gangrenous. 


Whilft this cafe was the fubje& af conyerfa- 
tion, a woman, aged about fixty, came to the 
author, and gave him an account of fomething 

- fimilar having happened to herfelf. She inform- 
ed him, that, about twenty ycars before, the had 
laboured under hyfteric fymptoms, which fhe 
afcribed to a deficiency of her menfes. For the 
removal of thefe complaints, fhe took fome me- 
dicated broths ; and, when fhe was coftive, a 
{mall pill lefs than a pea. But, from this pill, a 

violent purging came on, which was fucceeded 


by 


| 
: 
> 
‘ 
| 
ty 
‘ 
2 
« 
We 
4 
> 
: 
| 
| 
j ‘ 
2 

A 

>: 

OF 

A 
hal | 
| 
by 
i 
‘ 
ae 
by 

J 


a 
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‘by a difcharge of urine with a blue fediment. 
This fediment adhered fo ftrongly to the fides of 


the veffel in which the urine was contained, that 
it was with great difficulty removed from thence, 


After three or four days continuance, this ap- 


pearance in her urine ceafed. It deferves to be 
remarked, that, in this cafe, as well as the for- 
mer, it was not the urine itfelf, but the fediment 
only, which had a blue cotour. 


After narrating thefe two cafes, our author ob- 


ferves, that Atuarius, one of the laft Greek phy- 
--ficians, gives an inftance of blue urine in a boy, 
from taking a bitter pill, intended for another 


patient. In that cafe, the ‘urine was firft black 


and then blue ; but foon after, it refumed its na- 


tural colour without any inconvenience. Actu- 


arius alledges, that fuch urine is not a dangerous © 


fymptom, if it proeeed from any medicine; but 
that, in all other cafes, a blue colour in urine is 
next to a black one, the moft fatal appearance 
that can occur in it. Our author, however, 


thinks it probable, that Adctuarius had never 


feen any other cafe of blue urine, as he mentions 


this one only. He concludes, therefore, that he 
‘had formed his prognofis concerning it entirely 
‘from the Galenicai doérine of humours. 


‘Our 
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| Our author concludes this letter, by hinting it 
it | as a fuppofition, that the pills taken by the old 
| woman, and by Actuarius’s boy, might have been 
ecmpofed of colocynth. In proot of which, he ob- 
ferves, that this medicine is not only bitter, but 
is likewife a ftrong purgative. He feems alfo to | 
think, that his patient might have taken fome 
fuch medicine, although he would not difcover 
it. 


‘VIIL. 


Gufmani Galeatii Opufculum de Cortice Peruvi-. 
ana. Vid. De Bonontenfi Scte.ttiarum et Artium 
Infiituto atque Academia Commentarii. ‘Tomi 

—Quinti Pars fecunda, 4to, Bonon. | 
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Fz HE intention of this differtation is, to cor- : 
rect fome particulars obferved by the cele- | 
brated Torti, refpecting the ufe of Peruvian bark 
in the cure of intermittent fevers, which our au- 
tal thor thinks are contradicted by experience. He 
. Sets out with obferving, that the enumeration of 
i the fpecies of fevers, which is given by Torti, is 
incomplete. To thefe: fpecies,. he thinks, one 

fhould 
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COMMENTARIES. 


fhould be added, which is neceflarily attended 
with afthma, and which may be removed alfo by 


the wife of bark. 


The nature and cure of this fever he illuftrates 
with two cafes. The firl is the cafe of a man 


with an acute ‘contneed: fever, stented with 
orthopnoea, ftertor, and cough. This fever, about — 
the feventh day, manifeftly remitted, the fymp- 
toms being always more mild in the morning, 
and fuffering an exacerbation in the afternoon. 


With a view to remove it, the patient had been 
blooded three times, and had taken emollients 
and attenuants; but without any relief. He was 
then ordered to take eight drams of Peruvian 


bark every day ; but he had fcarce taken it two 
days before he expectorated a large quantity of 
bloody bilious matter, by which his fymptoms 


were greatly relieved; and, ina few cays longer, 


from the continuance of the bark, he was refto- 
red to perfect health. 


The fecond cafe is that of a woman, aged for- 
ty, who had been feized with a tertian intermit- 


tent fever, in the fpring, from which fhe was 


freed by the ufe of Peruvian bark. But, forfa- 


king the remedy too foon, and returning to work, 
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174 MEDICAL 


in the enfuing autumn, fhe was attacked with a: 

_ fevere cough, and difficulty of breathing. With 
thefe complaints, fhe could lie only on one fide.. 
They were, at the fame time,- attended with a 
flow continued fever, which fuffered exacerba~ 
tions towards night. Her expectoration was in, 
{mall quantities, of a very thick confiftence, and- 
greatly refembled pus. Veiiefection, emolli-, 
ents, and expectorants, gave her no relief. And, 
as great proftration of ftrength and emaciation. 
fuperveened, a phthifis was apprehended. In 
thefe circumftances, Galeatius ordered this pa- 
tient two drams of Peruvian bark every day, 
continuing, at the fame time, proper expecto- 
rants. She had fcarce taken an ounce of this 
medicine, before the difficulty of breathing was _ 
fo far removed, that fhe could lic in any pofture 
with eafe; the fever and cough were leffened, © 
and the expectoration altered much for the bet- 
ter. After continuing this courfe for about 

a fortnight, her fever was quite gone, and her 
ftrength perfeétly recovered, 


The next fpecies of fevers, our author confis 
ders, are thofe accompanied with lethargy. In 
the cure of thefe, he obferves, that the ufe of Pe- 
ruvian bark has been no lefs fuccefsful than of : 
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COMMENTARIES. 17 


fuch as are accompanied with afthma. On this 


- fubje& alfo he prefents us with two cafes. 


The firft is the cafe of a prieft, about eighty 
years of age, who was fuddenly feized with ftu- 


por, refembling apoplexy, and remained a whole 
day without fenfe or motion. Thefe fymptoms 
were at the fame time accompanied: with fever. 


By the affiftance of blood-letting, and other re- 


medies, he recovered, and continued well for about | 


twenty-four hours. But he was again feized in the 


fame mariner as before with a fecond attack of the 


fever and other fymptoms., From this fecond’re- 
miffion, our author concluded his patient’s difeafe 
to be a lethargic tertian. He therefore ordered 
him an ounce of Peruvian bark, which prevented 


_ the return of the lethargy, and greatly moderated 


the fever. Soon after, it was entirely removed, 


- The fecond cafe is that of a man, about thirty 
years of age, who had removed atertian intermit- 
tent by the Peruvian bark, and a fuperveening 
jaundice by other remedies. But he was foon 
after fuddenly Icized with lofs of fpeech and fenfe, 
attended with violent cries and convulfive motions, 
in this condition, he remained above twenty hours, 
notwithftanding the ufe of the lancet, cupping, 


friction, and other ftimulants. Atlength, how- 


ever, 
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176 m DT AL 
ever, he very unexpectedly opened his eyes, begati 
tofpeak, and move, and wil! ingly drank fometbing, 
which before had been offered him 3 invain. And, 
although his fever ftill remained, it was now be- 
come much milder. But, after fix hours, it again 
encreafed with a return of the former fymptoms. 
The remedies which were before employed for his 
| : relief being again tried in vain, the ule of Peru- 
i _vian bark was determined on. Half an oynce of 
it, therefore, in fine powder, was immediately gi- 
venhim, And, although he vomited aconfider- 
| i) able part of it, yet enough was retained to pro- 
lf cure aremiffion of his fymptoms. By the re- 
il peated ufe of it, he was foon after reftored to per- 
fe& health. 
a Another particular mentioned by our author, 
- i | i in oppofition to the opinion of Torti, is, that the 
if | | activity of the Peruvian bark in the cure of fevers, 
4 may, in fome cafes, be encreafed from combining 
| | i it with other medicines. He obferves, that feveral 
He cafes of cholera morbus and dyfentery had oc- 
] i curred to him, which confirm this opinion. Of 
i | thefe, he here prefents us with two cafes by way 
iq of example, in which the Peruvian bark failed, 
: tH | when given alone ; but fucceeded, when combi- 
ned with cafcarilla. 
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COMMENTARIES. 177 


The firft was the cafeof an old man afflidted 
with dyfentery, anda flow remittent fever. Af- 
ter many other remedies had failed, he took two 


drams of Peruvian bark for feveral days, with- 


out any other effect except a {mall diminution of | 
his fever. But afterwards, he was foon entirely 
cured by the daily ufe of one dram of Peruvian 
bark combined witha fcruple of cafcarilla. © 


The fecond is the cafe of an old woman, who, 
notwithftanding the ufe of Peruvian bark, was 
fubject to frequent returns of a tertian fever. She 


was at length feized with vomiting, fucceeded by 
diarrhoea, both which were removed in a few days, 


by the Peruvian bark combined with cafcarilla. 


After this time fhe fuffered no relapfe. 


As a farther confirmation of the advantages to. 
be derived from combining Peruvian bark with 
cafcarilla, the author mentions the cafe of a 
young knight, who employed it forthe cure of a 


-tertian, under which he laboured. It purged 


and fweated him violently, without relieving his 
difeafe. But, upon the addition of the cafcarilla, 


he was foon perfeétly cured of his fever, by 


means of it, without either purging or {weat- 
ing. 
Vou. I. M 
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178 MEDICAL 


The author further endeavours to confirm the 
propriety of exhibiting other medicines with Pe- 
ruvian bark, in fome cafes, from the authorities 

of Albertinus, Mangetus, and Doleus. He like- 
wife differs from Torti, in his aflertion that two 
ounces of Peruvian bark are capable of removing 
any fever in which it can be of fervice. On the 
contrary, he affirms, that he has frequently found 

it neceflary to give it from five ounces to a pound 

with fuccefs. 


IX. 


Cajetani Tacconii Opufculum de Rachitide. 
Vid. De Bononienft Scientiarum et Artium In 
fiituto atque Academia Commentarit. 
Quinti Pars fecunda, 4to, Bonon. 


N this differtation, the author fets outwitha 

particular hiftory of the cafe of a woman af- 
flicted with the rickets, in which very uncom- | 
mon ‘appearances occurred. When about three : 
vears of age, fhe began to be diftorted in her tho- 
rax both before and behind. In a fhort time af- 


ter, not only the {pine and ribs, but alfo the bones 
of 
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COMMENTARIES. tg 


of the arms were much bent. About the feventh 
year of her age, to thefe diftortions were fuperad- 
ded weaknefs, torpor, inactivity, and every other 
fymptom of truerachitis. She lived, however, 


during a continual encreafe of thefe complaints, — 


till the forty feventh year of her age. But then, 


being worn out with pain and other afflictions, fhe 
died. 


Upon opening her after death, a very great tu- 
mour prefented itfelf in the abdomen. It was ofa 
white colour, and felt fomewhat rough. By its 
bulk, it filled not only the abdomen, but alfo a 
confiderable part of the thorax. Part of the in- 
teftines were forced into the pelvis, and part with 
the ftomach, fpleen, and liver into the thorax. The 
liver was pufhed up as far even as the clavicles. 
This tumour was covered witha finethin membrane, 
which proceeded from the lumbar vertebrae, and 
was thicker and fofter about the kidney than at a- 


ny other place. There alfo it was full of varicous — 


veflels. Thistumour, at firftfight, appeared to 


be afchirrus; and, asit feemed to be divided by | 


four furrows, it was concluded, that it confifted of 
four different parts. Upon endeavouring to cut into 
the part which firft prefented itfelf at the navel, it 
was found that a knife could not penetrateit. A 
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faw, therefore, was employed, as ix was concluded 
to be of a bonyconfiftence. This was found to be 
really the cafe, and, when it was opened, it exhi- 
bited a cavity refermbling that of a human {kull. 
‘This cavity contained about a pound and a half of 
a vifcid fluid. The inner, as was all the outer 
fide of this tumour, was lined by a membrane. 
Oppofite to the navel, when it was firft opened, 
the bone was about the thicknefs of a-finger 
breadth. But towards its bafe, at the loins, it. 


was of the thicknefs of two fingers breadth and 
‘ahalf. Where it had the appearance of bone, it 


was of afpongy texture. But as it extended up- 
wards to the diaphragm, it became gradually fof- 
ter, and feemed, at laft, to be of a {chirrous na- 
- ture. From attentively confidering its origin, it 
— appeared to be a tumour of the myfentery. 


The fecond tumour much refembled the former ; 
but it was fchirrous only, and had no where affu- 
med the confiftence of bone. It was joined to the 
other about the right hypochondrium, and occu- 
pied the feat of the liver and ftomach. As well 
as the former, it likewife formed a cavity contain- 
ing upwards of two pounds of fluid. Its cortical 
fubftance was about two fingers breadth in thick- 
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The third tumour was alfo of a, fchirrous na- 
ture. It was lefs than the former, and united fo 
“clofely to the left kidney, that they could not be 
feparated without great difficulty. This kidney 
was at the fame time diminifhed to half the fize 

of the right one. 

The fourth tumour was of the fame nature as 
the two former. It was almoft totally fituated in 


the thorax, and was joined to the upper part of 
the great bonny one. 


-Thelength of thefe four tumours, taken altoge- 
ther, was thirty-four inches ; their depth twenty- 
four inches ; and the weight of the whole was 
thirty-two pounds. 


The author thinks it needlefs to give any ac- 
count of the carious ribs and vertebrae, and o- 
ther morbid appearances common in the rickets, 
which were alfo to be met with in this cafe. He 
next proceeds, therefore, to confider the caufe 
of the rickets; and, on this fubject, he adopts 
the opinion of Boerhaave, who thought that our 
aliment, part of which is of an afceffent nature, is 


not fit for the purpofes of nutrition and growth, 


till ithas acquired an alkaline tendency. To this 
opinion, he more readily affents, as it fecms to a- 
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gree with the experiments of Ruyfch, who found 
that alkalines preferved the hardnefs and folidity 
of the bones, but that acids rendered them more 
foft and flexible. Since, therefore, the rickets 
proceed from weaknefs of the bones, and laxity 
of the ligaments, giving rife to diftortions, he 
thinks it evident that this difeafe muft be afcri- 
bed to acidity in thofe humours which neuriih the 


bones. 


He next obferves, that it will not be improper 
to inquire in what manner the bones are nourifh- 
ed. He totally denies that they receive their 
nourifhment through bonny canals, unlefs it may 


be allowed, that fomething of this kind takes _ 


_ place with children, whofe bones being fofter, may 


e nourifhed difterently from thofe of adults. He - 
farther adds, that he could never find any glandu- 


dar fubftance, which, as has been aflerted by fome, 


could aflift in the nutrition of the bones. He is 
of opinion, that the nutrition of the bones is to 
be referred to their membranes alone. In fup- 


port of this gpinion, he adduces the diffe@tian of 
the leg of a man who died of a fever, foon after 


ke had recovered from a fracture of the tibia. In 


this. cafe, he found that the re-union of the bones 


had been effected by a callus, produced from the 
periofteum 
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COMMENTARIES, 183 


petiofteum, and that the fractured ends remain- 
_ed perfectly diftind. 

The author next enumerates feveral phaeno- 
mena, which he has obferved with refpect to the | 
bones of rickety patients. He informs us, firft, 
that the bones are almoft always bent, where 
they reccive the greateft number of arteries, 
4 2dly, That thefe arteries dilate when they enter 
bones, and are again conftri¢ted immediately 
after they have enteredthem.  3d/y, That the 
holes and cells in the concave part of the bones 
are filled with blood. 4th/y, ‘Uhat thefe cells are 
in general deprived of periofteum ; but, where a- 
ny can be found, it is obferved in an ulcerated 
ftate. And, /a/?ly, That the convex part of the 
‘bones is in no degree altered from its natural 
Shape, except in being bent. 


{ In the conclufion of this paper, we are pre- 
fented with fome obfervations on the cure of the 
; rickets. Here, our author, in general, approves 
‘ of the medicines which have been commonly pre- 
fcribed. But he objects to the ordinary method © 
of applying emollients, corroborants, and fup- 
ports to the affected bones. He advifes, that 
corroborants and fupports fhould be applied to 
the concave part of the bones, as being princi- 
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i pally weakened ; but that emollients fhould be 
4 applied to the convex part, as he confiders them, 
| to be preternaturally hardened. 
: Johannis Babtiftae Gaber De Humeribus Anima- 
tibus Specimen tertrum. Vid. Melanges de Phi- 
‘ lofophie et de Mathematique de la Société i 
i de Turin. Tom. 3. 4to, Turin. 
| N R Gasrr, who had before written two dif 
_fertations concerning animal fluids, here 
; prcients us with a third upon the fame fubject. In 
F the profecution of his experiments on the fponta- 
f neous changes of thefe fluids, he was induced to” 
i employ them in feveral {tates, in which they natu- 
rally appear. Accordingly, the experiments here 
1 related, were made on that part of the blood | 
i which is commonly called the membrane of : 
i Ruyfch, on the flocculi afforded by blood dif- 
‘ charged from a vein into warm water, on the 
4 fibivus bafe of the craflamentum, and on the ef- 
rt fential falt of the blood. 
By 
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COMMENTARIES. 18% 


By the help of cold, he feparated the coagu- 
_ Yable and aqueous parts of the ferum. Thefe he 
found nearly equal. ‘The firft, by digeftion in 
clofe veffels, exhibited a purulent fediment, fur- 


rounded by a very fimall quantity of water. The | 


laft had all the properties of an aqueous fluid. 


The pleuritic cruft of the blood, diffolved by 
volatile alkali, was reftored to its natural {tate by 
the addition of nitrousacid. But it was reduced 
to a gelly only, by the admixture of water. From 
this, our author concludes, that, by folution with 
_ the alkali, it does not aflume the nature ofa foap. 

‘The tender confiftence which it acquires in the 


laft cafe, he afcribes to a part of the water ftill re- 


maining in its pores. The acid, however, reftores 


it to its proper confiftence, as it is capable of at~ 


tracting both alkali and water. 


The next experiments he made were with 


that {gbulous matter which the purulent fedi- 
ment of the ferum, in pracefs of time, depofites. 
This, he found, could not be diflolved by water, 
{pirit of wine, or diftilled vinegar; but it was 
readily and perfectly diflolved by the acid of nitre 
and volatile alkali. From thefe trials, he con- 
cludes, that this fabulous matter does not confift 
either of faline particles, or ‘of the coaguiable 
part 
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part of the blood ; and that it difters from biliary 


and urinary calculi, and from gouty — 


cone retions. 


Tue plearitic cruft. of the blood, when kept 


for along time, was meited down into a turbid 


fluid, which yicided a fediment, agrecing exactly, 
in chemical properties, with the fabuious matter 
employed in the experiments mentioned above, 
From this, our author concludes with Sauvages, 
De Haen, and Quefnay, that this crutt, although 
very diffunilar in appearance, is the fame with — 
the coagulable part of the ferum. 


When, by repeated lotions, the red part was 
wathed away from the craffamentum of the blood, 
what remained had precifely the fame appear-_ 
ance as the pleuritic cruft. And, upon trials 


with Alcohol, Mineral Acids, and Volatile Alkali, 


it was found to poffefs the fame chemical pro- 
perties. Hence he concludes, that thefe two. 
fubftances are in reality the fame; and, upon 
this foundation, he explains many phaenomena 
which have been obferved with refpect to the 
pleuritic cruft. 


The craflamentum of the blood, unwafhed, 


was hardened by acids and alcohol; but it was 


not 
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not diffolved by volatile alkali. From this Mr 


Gaber concludes, that the red globules prevent 


the action of volatile alkali upon the coagulable 
lymph. 

Blood flowing from a vein into water forms 
flocculi. 'Thefe Mr Gaber found to be of precife- 
ly the fame nature with the pleuritic cruft of the 
blood, and the coagulable part of the ferum. He 
farther found, that the coagula formed by fha- 
king blood, which, in general, pafs by the name of 
membrana Ruyfchiana, were likewife of the fame 
nature. Hence he deduces the reafon why blood 
on agitation gives no pleuritic cruft; the matter of 
which it fhould be formed being there converted 


into the membrana Ruyfchiana, 


He next proceeds to account for the miftakes 
of fome authors, who have reprefented thefe coa- 


cula as foluble in fpirit of wine. This, he thinks, 


muft have happened, either from their ufing a 
weak fpirit, or carelefsly allowing putrefaction to 


comeon. With refpect to the action of fixed al- 
kalines on thefe coagula, he found, that oleum tar- 


tari per deliquium hardened them as much as fpi- 
rit of wine ; and that this hardnefs remained, al- 


though they were fubjected to digeftion. 
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It has long been afubje& of difpute, whether 
fixed and volatile alkalies be of a feptic or 
_antifeptic nature. This queftion, our author ima- 
gines, may with certainty be determined from the 
facts above narrated. He points out the fallacy 
of judging concerning this fubject from the o- 
dour emitted. But, as it is the property of putre- 
faction, to melt the ferum, and to deftroy its coa- 
gulable nature, heimagines, that, upon this cround, 
the queftion may be determined. The influence 
‘of the fixed alkali in hardening the coagulable 
lymph puts, he thinks, its antifeptic nature be- 
yond all doubt. He is of opinion, that volatile 
alkali is likewife antifeptic. For, although it does 
-diffolve the coagulable part of the blood ; yet the 
difpofition to coagulate is evidently not loft, but 
is recoverable upon the abftraction of the alka- 
| 

He next endeavoured to determine the aétion 
of quick-lime upon the inflammatory cruft of the 
blood, and othercoagula of the fame nature. He 
found that it quickly. reduced them to a ftate of 

gelly, and. afterwards perfectly diffolved them. 
But, upon the addition of aqua fortis, they were : 
again reftored to their former confiftence and co- 


lour. 
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The author next gives us an account of fome 


trials which he made, with a view of obtaining 
the effential falt of the blood. This he firft at- 


tempted, by feparating the watery from the coa- 
-gulable part, in confequence of congelation ; and 


afterwards the faline from the watery, by means of 
fire. But, in this way, he could obtain no falt. 
He then put a quantity of ferum into boiling wa- 
ter, which turned the whole to a milky colour. 
The watery part, in this cafe, obtained by ftraining 
through paper, acquired, upon evaporation, a ve- 
ry falt tafte ; but, when it was allowed to cool, 


no cryftals could be found in it. From this, Mr 


Gaber concludes, that the native falt of the human 
blood never cryftallizes without great difficulty. 


This paper is concluded with fome experiments 


on animals killed by heat andinanition. By ma- 


ny, it has been imagined, that, in fuch cafes, ani- 


mals die in confequence of putrefaction. The 


thor’s view was to determine this queftion. 


Three rabits were killed by being kept for feve- 
ral hours in a degree of heat, from ninety-eight 


to a hundred, in Fahrenheit’s thermometer. Up- 


on examination, their lungs were found inflamed; 
but no foetor or any other mark of putrefaction 


could be difcovered ; nor did their blood or bile — 


effer. 
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effervefce upon the addition of acids. From this, 
our author concludes, that thofe who, in fuch cafes, 
have found marks of putrefaction had left the 
bodies in the heat, in which they were killed, 
for fome hours after death. 

A rabit, after being kept twenty-one days with- 
out meat, died from hunger. Upon examination, 
no figns of putrefaction could be difcovered ; nor 
did its fluids fhew any effervefcence upon the ad- 
dition of acids. Mr Gaber obferves, however, — 
_ that authors, of undoubted credit, have aflerted a 

contrary refult from fimilar experiments. This, 
he imagines, may be accounted. for, from their 
experiments being made on carnivorous animals. 
Or, he thinks, it may be afcribed tothe animals 
they employed being expofed to caufes of putre- 
faction, previous to their experiments. | 


XI. 
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XI. 


Account of an extraordinary fteatomatous Tumour 


in the Abdomen of a Woman, by P. Hanly, 
M. Dz. Vid. Philofophical Vol. 
61. 4to, London. 


woman of a healthy conftitution, inthe 


thirty-fixth year of her age, and fifth 
month of her pregnancy, became fenfible of an 
uncommon lump in the region of her ftomach, 


which felt to be about the fize of a hen’s egg. It 
gave her little pain or uneafinefs of any kind for 


fome time after fhe perceived it ; but, towards 


the end of her pregnancy, fhe became much e- 
-maciated, and was frequently troubled with reach- 
ings and vomiting. On the 23d of May, 1770, 
the was delivered of a ftrong healthy child. Three — 
days after this, the tumour being much encreafed 


in fize, and the reachings becoming more violent, 


fhe fent for Dr Hanly. Upon examining her ab- 


domen, he felt a large tumour under the mufcles 
and peritoneum, extending obliquely from the 
ftomach towards the right umbilical region. He 

could 


e 

q 


could plainly diftinguifh on its furface firm pro- 
tuberances, of different dimenfions, which feem- 
ed to refemble the head and fuperior extremities 
of a foetus. It readily admitted of motion from | 


fide to fide; but every attempt to move it down- 
wards was rcfifted, and occafioned confiderablé 
uneafinefs to the woman. | 


The weaknefs of this patient, and the uncer- 
tainty with regard to the nature of the tumour, 
‘induced the Doétor to delay giving any deobftru- 
: ent medicines till her ftrength fhould be recruit- 
| ed. Meanwhile, with a view to obviate fymp- 
1. toms, he put her upon a courfe of bitters and. 

abforbents, and enjoined her not to fuckle her 
child. ‘The woman’s poverty not admitting of 
her compliance with the latter. part of the advice, 
fhe foon became very greatly exhaufted, and 
was, in a fortnight after delivery, feized witha 
heétic fever, attended by the ufual fymptoms of 
atrophia ; {mall quick pulfe ; lofs of appetite; and 
night-fweats. In the mean time, the tumour 
continued to increafe in fize. Dr Hanly then 
carried along with him ten other phyficians, fur- 
-geons, and accoucheurs, to examine it. They 
were all of opinion, that it was an extra-uterine 
foetus, the head, trunk, and extremities of which 
| they 
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they imagined, they could diftinctly feel. They 
determined, however, to leave the event to na- 


ture, rather than to perform the Caefarean o- 


peration, which they were convinced the woman 
_ had not itrength enough to undergo. 


Tn this condition fh¢ continued to languifh un- 


der acute pain, and an encreafe of heétic fymp- 
toms, till about the end of July. A fluctuation © 


of water was then perceived in her belly, and foon 


after, her legs became oedematous. From this. 


time opiates were frequently employed, and pro- 


cured her a temporary relief; but the tumour, — 


weaknefs, and other fymptoms, daily encreafing, 
fhe died on the fecond day of September. 


Upon diffe€tion, there was found in the cavity 


of the abdomen, atumour, about feven inches in 


length ; near five in breadth, from the fternum 
towards the {pine ; and about three in thicknefs. 


[It adhered above to the anterior part of the fto- 


mach, and below, to the right ovarium., It 


ereatly compreffed the colon, anterior lobe of the 


liver, and finall inteftines, the greateft part of 


which ic had forced over to the left fide. It was 


of the fteatomatous kind, and about the confift- 
ence of tallow, but harder before than behind. 
Vou. N lt 
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It appeared to be divided by thin membranes in- 
to cells, diftended with a fatty matter, of differ- 
ent degrees of hardncfs. It weighed feven 


pounds, and was of an irregular figure, full of 


prominences of various dimenfions. From its 
fatty cellular appearance, Dr Hanly confidered it 
to be a production and diftenfion of part of the 
omentum. 


XI. 


Experiments on Putrefaction ; by ¥.L. F. Crell, 
M.D. Profefor of Chemifiry at Brunfwick. 
Vid. Philofophical Tranfactions, Vol. 61. 4to, 
London. 
| R Crexx fets out with obferving, that, from 
D the ingenious labours of Sir John Pringle, 
Mr Gaber, and Dr M‘Bride, much knowledge 
has of late been acquired concerning pufrefac- 
tion. He confiders it, however, as a fubje& 
which, as yet, is by no means exhaufted. And 
here he prefents us with feveral experiments, 
from which he deduces conclufions, in fome re- 


{pects 


‘ 
‘ | if j 
| 
4 
He 
if 
i a 
q 
| 
| 
| 
; 
man ) 
; ‘ : 
4 
"i 
li 4 
i if 
4? 
Ati 
| 


COMMENTARIES. 


fpects different from the opinions of the two 
gentlcman laft mentioned. 


Mr Gaber allows that a volatile alkali is pro- 
duced by putrefaction ; but, as he could not 
difcover it in the beginning or the end of the 
procefs, he denies its exiftence in thefe flates ; 
and concludes, that it is not a neceffary product 
' of putrefaction. From the fineil conftantly e- 
mitted by putrid matter, Dr Crell was inclined 
to be of a different opinion. This queftion, tliere- 
forc,ay2 endeavoured to afcertain by experiment. 
With this view, he prefents us with the particu- 
lar detail of two cxperiments, from which 
appears, that a volatile alkali is prefent as 
long at leait as a putrid finell continues; and 
that it is the bafis of this imell. 


If however, it be allowed, that volatile alkali 
is cflential te putrefaction, or, at leaft, is always 
prefent, he is of opinion, that alkalines can never 


beufed, with the living body, as antifeptics ; on 
the contrary, he alledges, that the moft power- 


ful remedies which can be employed, with this 
intention, dre acias. He obferves, however, 
that Dr M‘Bride is of a diferent opinion, in fup- 
port of which he has adduced the three following 
arguments. iffy That acids, when apphed un- 

N 2 changed 


4 
al, 
| 
MV 
= 
| 
a 
& 
ia 
4 


i 196 A 
changed to the abforbent vefiels, will not be ta- 
ken up by them. 2d/y, That, if we fuppofe them 
ii to be taken up, they would be highly dangerous. 
And, gdly, in reality they are changed before 
il Ps _ they leave the primae viae. ‘To the firft of thefe 
iF our author replies, that, as metallic falts are evi- 
| | dently abforbed, he does not fee why the fame 
i may not hold of fimple acid. With regard to 
itt their pernicious effect, he alledges, that the ex- 
i | periments upon which Dr M‘Bride founds this 
q opinion, will by no means apply to the living 
i body. And, in anfwer to the laft, he adduces 
IH an experiment to prove, that acids, although fo 
q 5 far changed in the elementary canal, as not to ef- 
i | fervefce with alkalines, may, notwithftanding, 
i check putrefaction. He concludes, therefore, 
i ‘that, in putrid difeafes, their ufe is of great con- 
4 fequence, and ought never to be omitted. 
ATI. 
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Genera of Birds. 8vo, Edinburgh, | 


OR the work now before us, we are indebt- 
H ed to that eminent naturalift Mr Pennant. 
It may be confidered as a very proper fequel to 
the Synopfis of Quadrupeds, with which he has 
already favoured the world. ‘The author is far 
from affuming to himfelf the entire merit of this 
arrangement. He offers it, principaliy as 
an improvement of what had before been done 
upon this fubject by thofe celebrated writers, 
Ray and Linnacus. In the preface we are pre- 


fented with an explanation of the terms ufed in 
ornithology, to which are fubjoined fome obfer- 


vations on the flight, nuptials, nidification, and 
eggs of birds. | 

After this preface, we are prefented witha 
table of Mr Pennant’s arrangement. To his own 
orders and genera are annexed the correfpondent 
ones in the Syftema Naturae of Linnaeus. 


He follows Ray in clafling all birds under the 
two great divifions of Land and Water-fowl. 
N 2 In 
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1 fs fubdiviton of thefe clafles into orders, he 
sretty nearly tellows Linnaeus. The divifion of 


and-oirds comprehends fix orders ; four of which 


taken from Linnacus, two are new orders. — 


Lucte are the Columbine, comprehending one 


2 


genus, taken from the Pafleres of Linnacus ; and 
the Struthious, comprehending two genera; the 
one taken from the Gallinae, the other from the 
Grallae. df Linnacus. Of the water-birds, he 
forms turee orders. 1. The Cloven-footed, 
which, except the Pratincoic, all belong to the 
Graliae of Linnaeus. 2. Thofe with pinnated 
feet, taken from the Anferes and Grallae. 
2, Lhe Web-footed, taken from the fame or- 


= 


ders. 


Fach of the nine orders comprehended under 


the two general divifions, is next confidered fe- 
parately. in doing this, he does not give any 


characier of the order, but proceecs immediately 
to treat of the genera which it contains. In confi- 
dering each genus, lic has foliowed pretty nearly 
ts fcne plan. Firlt, he givesthe character of the 
genus, then quotes tome ftandard plate in which 
a ¢xampie of It nay be iouna 3 and, in ge- 
noral, with fort hiftcry of it; men- 
tomar at the lame time, the correfpondent ge- 

nus 
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nus in Linnaeus, Ray, and Briffon ; together with 
the number of fpecies it contains. His charac- 
4 ters of genera are, for the moft part, taken from 
Linnacus. On fome occafions, however, he dif- 
q fers from him; but, where he has done fo, rea-— 
fons are afligned for it in the preface. Thefe 
_reafons, while they appear fatisfactory, at the 
fame time, fhew the great deference which our 
author entertains for the opinion of the Swedifh 
naturalift, 
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Medical Obfervatiens. 


A. 


A Cafe of Epilep/y, with an Account of the Appeai- 

ances upon Diffection ; by Dr Daniel de la Roche 

- Phyficianat Geneva ; communicated to Dr Cul- 
len. 


Girl, when about eight years of age, was 

. feized with epilepfy. The fits- fucceeded 
each other at intervals of three, fix, or eight 
weeks. After it had continued in this way for 
acovifiderable time; fhe was attacked with a pu- 
trid fever, from which her life was thought to be 
in imminent danger. During the continuance 
of the fever fhe had no epilepfy ; nor did any fit 
of it return for twenty-two months after her re- 
covery from the fever. But, at the end of that 
| time, 
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time, fhe was feized with a long and very fevere 
one. Fourteen months after, fhe was attacked 


with a fecond. Thefe were facceeded by others _ 


recurring at intervals, gradually becoming fhorter, 
Laft fummer, I was called to attend her. The 
fits then fucceeded each other at intervals of about 
fix weeks. The convulfive motions during the 
fit had always affected the right arm more than 
any other part of the body, — About two years 
before I faw her, it began to be weakened, and 


at laft fhe loft entirely the power of it. To the 
feel, it was confiderably colder than the left. I 


attributed this paralytic affection to the atonia 
which the convulfions had left behind them. I 
thought, therefore, that, if the primary difeafe 
could be removed, this palfy might eafily be cu- 
red by means of tonics and ftimulants. 


Many phyficians had been confulted on this cafe, 
and they differed much intheir opinions with re- 


gard to its caufe. Some of them afcribed it to 
a diforder in the hypogaftric region, others to 


worms, and a third fet to fome obftruction. I 
gave it as my opinion, that the feat of the difeafe 


was in the head, and that the remedies were to 
be directed there. Accordingly, I ordered a bli- 
{ter to be applied to the back part of the head and 

neck, 
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neck. This was done at the fpace of five 
F | ee from the time at which fhe had been attacked 


with the preceeding fit. It fcemed to have fome 
coffe, as the next fit did not recur till feventeen 
days after it had been applied; and was at the 
fame time lefs fevere than the preceeding one. I 


ordered her nothing for three wecks after this, 
Then, however, I applicd another blifter, with 
half only of theufual proportion of cantharides. 
1 ordered, that this blifter fhould be fo large as. 
+o cover the whole head, and that it fhould be 


kept open for three or tour days. ‘his was ac- 
cordingly done, and it difcharged plentifully. A 
few days after it was healed, I applied another 
blifter to the fame part, which was managed in- 


the fame mainer with the preceeding one. This 

method I continued for more than fix weeks. i 
then determined to abftain from bliftering for 
fome time. But, about ten days after the heal- 
ing of the laft bhfter, and, after an interval of e- 
leven weeks from the time of the preceeding fit, 
{he was feized with one which ended in death. 


Upon diflection, I found about twelve ounces 
of water in her head; part of which was contain- 
ed jn the ventricles of the brain, and the reft in 

bags, 
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bags, formed by a lengthening of the anterior 
ventricles. ‘Thefe bags reached the dura mater, 
with which they were in contaét about an inch a- 
bove the frontal finus. Every other part of the 


_ body was found perfeétly in its natural ftate. It 


may be remarked that this hydrocephalus was at- 
tended with none of thofe fymptoms fo accurate- 
ly enumerated by Dr White. This patient was — 
neither affected with headach, vomiting, nor flow 


fever. It may, [think, bea queftion, Whether 


the hydrocephalus was the caufe of the epileptic 
fits, or merely a concomitant effect? I am in- 
clined to the latter opinion; but I think it pro- 


-bable, that the compreffion it occafioned produ- 


ced the palfy in the arm, 
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Il. 


The Cafe of a Man affected with an chftinate E- 
pilepfy, confiderably relieved by the U Se of the 
Flowers of Zinc, by Mr Benjamin Bell Sur- 
geon in 

managed 35, years ago, was 
feized with epileptic fits, which have conti- 
nued to recur from tiie totime ever fince. For 
fome time after the firft attack, they didnot recur _ 
oftener than once a month. By degrees, howe- 
ver, they became more frequent ; of late, they 
have feldom left-him an interval of twenty-four 
hours ; and, in general, in that {pace of time, he 
has fix, eight, ten, or even twelve attacks. Du- 
ring the fit, he is altogether infenfible, is convul- 
fed, and foa:ns at the mouti ; and, upon recover- 
ing from it, he is fo much enfeebled, that he can 
hardly fpeak. For foinetime, his fits were not 
very fevere ; but as they became more frequent, 
fo they became more violent and of longer dura- 
tion. At length, his memory and judgement 
were fo much impaired, that he couid fcarce an- 
{wer 
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{wer any one queftion diftingtly, which conti- 


nues to be thecafe. About four years ago, as his 
_ fits were becoming more fevere, he was feized 
with violent rheumatic pains in his limbs. Theie 


after fome time went off; but they left fuch weak- - 
nefs and fecblenefs of his under extremities, that, 
for thefe three years paft, he has not been able to 
get out of bed, without the affiftance of two or 
three people. His appetite is good, belly regu- 
lar, and pulfe feventy-two. 

In this fituation, I found him, when I firft vifited 
himon the 22d of O&ober 1772. He had be- 
fore that ufed a great variety of medicines, with- 


out any effect. I therefore determined to make 


a trial of the flowers of zinc, which I ordered in 
the following form. Mor. zincz gr. xxiv. Ex- 


tract. Gentian. 31, M.f. mas. et divid. in pil. xxiv. 


 cap.i. m.v. He continued to take two pills a-day, 


till the 1ft of November. As they produced no 
fenfible operation, and as his fits continued as vi- 
olent and as frequent as formerly, I crdered that 
his dofe fhould be doubled. At this dofe, he con- 
tinued till the 12th ; his fits, though no lefs vio- 
lent, were then lefs frequent than before. I de- 
fired, therefore, that he might take three pills in 
the morning, and as many in the evening. On 
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209 
the 20th, his fits continuing ftill lefs frequent; & 
augmented his dofe to four pills; I did not fee 
again till the zoth, during that time, his pills, 
by accident, had been intermitted for two days, 
upon which his fits became evidently both more 
frequent and more violent, and continued fo for 
fome days after. As he had never yet found 


any inconvenience from the zinc, I now ordered 
the dofe to be encreafed to five pills, and repeated 
thrice every day. On the rath of December, I 
found that he been entirely free from fits fince 
the fecond day after he began this large dofe. As 
he found no inconvenience from the zinc, I en< 
-creafed the dcfe to fix pills. On the 18th, he 
{till continued free from any fit, found himfelf 
‘much more clear and diftin than formerly, and 
was able to give tolerable anfwers to any quetti- 
ons that were put to him. Onthe 22d, he ftill 
continued much better, and was able to remem- 


ber every thing that happened to him, He had 
likewife, in a confiderable degree, recovered the 
ufe of his limbs, in fo much, that he was able to 
get out of bed with the affiftance of one perfon — 
only ; whereas, formerly, two or three had been 
requircd. I then ordered his dofe to be augment- 
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_ed to feven pills thrice a-day. On the night of 
December 26th, he had one fit during his fleep ; 
but it was fo flight, that, if he had not been in- 
formed of it by thofe who attended him, he fhould © 
not have known it. I then ordered his dofe to be. 
augmented to eight pills. Notwithftanding this, 
he had one fit during the night of the 27th, and 

two during that of the 28th. None of them, 
however, were feverc, and his intellectual facu'ties 
ftili continued to alter for the better. On the 
nights of the 29th, 30th, and 31ft, he ftill conti- . 
nued to have one or more fits. On the ift of 
January 1773, therefore, I ordered his dofe to be 
augmented to ten pills. After this, his fits fopt 

again. On the 2oth, I ordered his dofe to be 
augmented to twelve pills, and he continued free 
from fits till the evening of the 24th, when he 
had a pretty fevere one. For the five following 
days, he had two or three every night;. but his 

memory and judgement remained unaffected by 

them. Lordered him ftill to continue with the 

former dofe of the zinc. From the 29th of Ja- 

nuary to the 12th of February he had no fits. I 

then ordered his medicine to be difcontinued, af- 

ter a trial of upwards of four months. He re- - 
mained free from fits, till the 18th, on the night 
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of which he had two pretty fevere ones. After 
this, he had two or three every night till the 23d. 


Since that, he has had none, and continues this 
day, March z- in every refpect much better than 


before he began the zinc. I now intend intermit- 

ting the ufe of this remedy, till I fhall be able to 

judge, how far the relief he has obtained aay 
reckoned permanent. 


An Account of the Appearances upon the Difetion 
of a Man, who died of a Hydrothorax, in the 
Royal Infirmary, at Edinburgh, the Four- 
nal of that Hofpital, 


Man about fixty years of age, was admitted 


into the Royal Infirmary, on the 28th of 
December 1772, with evident fymptoms of Hy- 


drothorax, and confiderable anafarcous {welling 
of his legs. Several remedies were tried in vain. 


His pulfe became gradually fmall, weak, and 
quick ; his ftomach unable to bear either medi- 
cines or food; and he died about the twelfth day 

after his admiffion. ‘The appearances upon dif- 
fection were as follows, 
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Upon removing the integuments of the ab- 
domen, no water was found in the cavity, 
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but fome of the vifcera were a good deal difpla- 
ced. The liver defcended much lower than is 
common, andits attachment to the diaphragm 
could be diftin@lly perceived below the cartilages 
of the ribs. The diaphragm itfelf hung down on 
the right fide in the form of a bag, and evidently 
appeared to contain a fluid. The other vifcera 
were difplaced by this defcent of the liver ; the 


ftomach particularly was pufhed greatly towards 


‘the left fide; and its oblique direétion fo much 


encreafed, that the pylorus lay almoft oppofite to 
thenavel. Some {mall glands upon the myfentery 
were found: fchirrous ; sthe other vifcera of the ab- 


domen were in a found ftate. 


Upon laying open the thorax, the lungs were 
found ina natural ftate on the left fide, and there 
was no water in the cavity. But the lungs of the 


right fide were diminifhed to a very fmall fize, 


and the cavity was filled witha dirty whitifh co- 
loured liquor, to the quantity of fome quarts. 
The pleura of the right fide was much thickened. 
The pericardium was unufually large, and con- 
tained a confiderable quantity of a fluid, not of 
the natural appearance of ‘the liquor  pericardii ; 
but of the fame dirty whitith colour with the wa- 
ter in the cavity of the thorax. Lee 
Vou. I. SECT. 


Sai 


| 
Ts 
a 
¥ 
. 
33 
% 
‘= 
0 
3 
3 
4 
F 
57, 
ry 
7 


‘Medical News. 


N the tenth of February laft, died at Edin- 
‘burgh, Dr John Gregory. He was at 
that time Profeflor of the practice of Phyfic in 
the univerfity of Edinburgh, fellow of the royal 
college of phyficians there, fellow of the royal 
fociety at London, and firft ee. to his Ma- 
jefty for Scotland. 


Dr Gregory was born in the “i of May 
1725. His father was profeffor of medicine 
in King’s college Aberdeen ; and his grand- 
father. was profeffor of mathematics, firft at St. 
Andrews, and afterwards at Edinburgh. Thus 
Dr Gregory, was the third profeflor of his family 
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- na lineal defcent. But it deferves to be remarked 
as acircumftance ftill more extraordinary, that, — 
from his great grandfather, David Gregory, E- 
{quire, of Kinairdy, in Aberdeen-fhire, he was the 
fifteenth defcendant, who had held a — 
fhip in a Britifh univerfity. 


Dr Gregory began the ftudy of medicine at A- 
berdeen, which he afterwards profecuted, firft at 
Edinburgh, then at Leyden, and laftly at Paris. In 
the twentieth year of his age, he was elected pro- 
feffor of philofophy in King’s college Aberdeen, 
and had, at the fame time, the degree of doctor 
of medicine conferred upon him. In the year 
1756, upon the death of his brother Dr James 
Gregory, who had fucceeded his father as pro- 
feffor of medicine, he was elected to that chair. 
But, about the beginning of the year 1765, he 


left Aberdeen, and came to Edinburgh. Soon _ 


after this, he was appointed profeffor of the 
practice of medicine in the univerfity there, 
in the room of Dr Rutherford, who refigned n 
his favour. The year following, upon the 
death of Dr White, he was nominated firft _ 
‘phyfician to his majefty for Scotland. Thus, at 
the time of his death, befides very extentfive 
_ practice, he enjoyed the higheft and moft impor- 

tant 
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tant offices in the way of his profeflion, which 
could be obtained in his native country. 

Thefe diftinguifhing honours were univerfally 
allowed to be the juft reward of fingular merit. Of 
this the writings which he publifhed will bear ample _ 
tcflimony to future ages. His firft publication, 
which is entitled, A comparative View of the State 
and Faculties of Man with thofe of the Animal 
World, made its appearance in the year 1765. 


“This prodution, while it demonftrates the 


author to have been a philofopher, whofe re- 
fleGtions were juft and original, at the fame 
time, difplays a liberality of fentiment feldom to 
be equalled. Such was the avidity with which 
‘it was read, that, in the fpace of two years, it 
ewent through four editions; and, while it was 
perufed by all, with peculiar pleafure, it was ho- 
nourcd by thofe diftinguifhed for tafte and litera- 


‘ture with high approbation. 


' In the year 1770, a fecond work of Dr Gregory’s 
niade its appearance ; but without his confent, 
and even contrary tohis.inclination. His preli- 
nunary lectures on the practice of phyfic were 
heard by his pupils with univerfal fatisfaction. 


JYroma copy of thele lectures taken in fhort hand, 


there was publifhed a book entitled, Ob/ervations 
on the Duties and Offices of a Phyfician, and on the 
Method 
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Method of profecuting Inquiries in philofophy. Al- 
though thefe lectures were not intended for the 
prefs, and did not pafs thro’ the finifhing hand of 
the author before they were prefented to the pub- 
lic ; yet, fuch was the matter they contained, that, 
had they appeared even in a much worfe drefs, 
they could have done him no diferedit.. In thefe 
leGtures, by the moft forcible arguments, he ia- 
boured to convince his pupils, that a phyfictan, 
who ftudies the principles of his profeilion, who 
has an extenfive acquaintance with cvery branch 
of natural knowledge, and who properiy applies © 
his knowledge, muft have an infinite advantage, 
as a practitioner, over one who is ignorant of the 
theory of medicine, and of every {cience conneét- 
ed with it. He endeavoured to perfuade them, 
that genius and fenfe, whch indeed are the pe- 
-culiar gifts of heaven, are yet capable of high 
improvement ; and that, without improvement, 
they can be butof little account, either io the pub- 
lic, or to the individual. In fhort, no argument 
was omitted, which could prompt them to ftudy 
medicine with attention and ardour, and after- 
wards to practife it with prudence and humanity. 


Dr Gregory, however, was diffatisfied with the 
drefs in which this work appeared. Soon after, 
| O 3 there- 
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therefore, he publifhed an edition of it himfelf, 
in which his former fentiments are {2t off with 
all the advantages whichcan be derived from a 
correct and elegant ftile. | 


His laft publication, Elements of the Practice of 
Phyfic, was intended as a fyllabus to his le@turcs ; 
and in it he meant to have comprehended all 
the difeafes of which he ufually treated. But, 
not having leifure to finith the whole, he was ob- 
liged to ftop at the end of thofe difeafes com- 


monly reckoned febrile. Although this work ap- 


pears with all thofe difadvantages under which 
every text muft labour; yet it fufficiently fhews 
how the author thought and aéted in the exercife 


oO: his profefiion. 


Had Dr Gregory lived toa more advanced age, 


the world would probably have been favoured 


with other works no lefs honourable to the author 
than beneficial to mankind. But his extenfive 
practice, and his zeal in the difcharge of his du- 
ty as a profeflor, occupied the greateft part of his 
time. 


To pretend to enumerate the many advantages — 
which his pupils derived from him in the capacity 


of ateacher, would exceed the bounds of our 
publication. Let it fuffice to fay, that, from the 


extent 
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extent of his views, from the juftice and impor- 


tance of his obfervations, and from the force 


and accuracy of his reafoning, every hearer ob- 


tained the moft thorough conviction of his abili- 


ties, and retired from academical labours both 
pleafed and inftruéted. | 


To conclude, Dr Gregory 1 was not more emi- 
nent as a phyfician, than he was amiable and 
refpectable as aman. With the mathematical 


genius of his family, he united a correét cafte for 
the fine arts, and a high relifh for every focial. 
virtue. He pofiefled-a clear and vigorous un- - 


derftanding ; a chafte and lively imagination ; an 
affectionate and feeling heart. And, while he was 
diftinguifhed for paternal and conjugal attachment, 


he was a conftant friend to poverty and diftrefs; 


an unwearied patron of fcience and of virtue. 
- On Wednefday the 24th of February Dr Wil- 


~tiam Cullen was unanimoufly elected profeffor of 


the practice of medicine, in the univerfity of E- 
dinburgh, inthe room of Dr Gregory; and, foon 
after, he was appointed by his Majefty to fucceed 
the iame gentleman as firft King’s payfician for 
Scotland. 


Mr Hamilton M‘Lure and Mr Thomas Hay 
were lately admitted members of the college of 


-furgeons at Edinburgh. 
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Mr Portal, at Paris, in a letter to Dr Hamil-. 
ton phyfician in Edinburgh, mentions, that of late 
he has frequently employed an infufion of Mar- 
--rubiumalbum, with great fuccefs, againft obftruce 
tions of the liver. | 


The following uncommon accident lately hap- 
pened at Edinburgh: A gentleman about fifty 
years of age was thrown down with confiderable 
force upon the flcor of his own bed-chamber. — 
He pitched upon his fhoulders, and being remark- 
ably round fhouldered, his head was jerked fud- — 
denly backwards, but did not touch the floor. — 
He was inftantly feized with a general para- 
lyfis over his whole body, upon which Mr Alex- 
ander Wood was immediately fent for, and Dr 
Monro was foon afterwards called in. They 
found him with all his fenfes, except that of feel- 
ing, perfectly entire ; but he was totally depri- 
ved of the power of motion ; and he had little 
fenfation upon any part of the trunk of his body 
being touched. His voice was in no degree af- 
fected ; refpiration went on as ufual ; and he com- 
plained only of a flight pain in the back part of 
his neck. In fpite of every remedy which could 
be employed, his paralytic fymptoms continued, 
a lethargy fuperveened, and he died within a few 

minutes 
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minutes of twenty-four hours from the time of 
his fall. 


Upon examination of the body after death, the — 


third vertebra of his neck was found fractured ; 
_ but the fpinal marrow did not feem to be hurt, 
and its membranes were not in any degree torn. 


Every other part which was examined was pee 


fectly 
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A Lift of New Books. 


Eé@tures on the Materia Medica, as delivered 

A by William Cullen, M. D. profeffor of me- 

‘dicine in the univerfity of Edinburgh; now pu- 

blifhed by permiffion of the author, and with ma- 

ny correétions from the collation of different ma- 
nufcripts, by the editors, 4to, London. 


Confiderations on the ufe and abufe of antimo- 


nial medicines in fevers, and other diforders, 8vo, 
London. 


En effay on the nature and circulation of the 
blood, in two parts. 1. On its nature and ufes. 


2. On its circulation. By Marmaduke Ber- 
doe, M.D. 8vo, London. 


Experiments and obfervations on the prepara- 
tion, calcination, and medicinal ufes of Magnefia 
Alba, &c. By Thomas Henry, 8vo, London. 
Effays medical and experimental. Vol. 2. By 
Thomas Percival, M.D. I. R.S. and S. A. 
London. 


-Experi- 
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Experiments on the human bile, and reflec- 
tions on the biliary fecretion, with an introduc- 
tory eflay. By James Maclurg, M, D. 8vo, 
London. 

Notes on Mr William Bromfield’s two vo- 
—lumes of chirurgical obfervations and cafes, with 
an appendix addreffed to Dr Lawrence. By 
D. A.S.M. D, and of 8vo, 
London. 


A differtation on confumptions, with a ratio; 
nal and praétical method of cure propofed, ad- 
dreffed to all invalids, as well as young phyficians, 
furgeons, and apothecaries, 8vo, London, 

Hiftoire univerfelle et raifonnée des vegetaux 
préfentés fous tous les afpects poflibles, Par M, 
P. I. Buchoz. Doda. en med. et phil. Botanifte 
de Mer. le Comte de Provence. 


Digreffions academiques, ou effais fur quelques 
fujets de phyfique, de chymie, et d’hiftoire natu- 
relle. Par M. Guyton de Morveau Avocat-Ge- 
neral au parlement de Dijon, &c. 12mo, Dijon. 

Traité analytique des eaux minerales en gene- 
ral, de leur proprietés, et de leur ufage dans les 

maladies, fait par ordre du gouvernement. Par 
M. Raulin, M. D. aggrégé honoraire au college 

royal des medecins de-N ancy, &c. 12mo, Paris. 
Danielis 
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Danielis Wilhelmi Trilleri Opufcula medica ae 


medico-phyfiologica. Tom. 3tius, Francfort. 


A practical treatife on difeafes of the breafts of 


women. By W. Rowley, furgeon and man-mid- 


wife, and furgeon to St John’s Hofpital, 8vo, 
London. 


Doubts concerning the inverfion of objects on 


the Retina; By Marmaduke M.D. 8v0, 
London. 


Genera of birds. By Thomas Picnaiit, Efq; 
8vo, Edinburgh. 
_ The London praétice of phyfic, the 2d edition, 
with: additions, 8vo, London. 

A new practical effay on Cancers. By J. Bur- 
rows, M. D. 8vo, London. 


Obfervations on the difeafes in long voyages to 
hot countries ; and, particularly, on thofe which 


prevail in the Eaft Indies. By John Clark, for- 


merly furgeon of the Talbot, Eaft Indiaman, 8vo. 
London. 

A courfe of phyfiology, divided into twenty lec- 
tures, formerly given by the late learned Doétor 
Henry Pemberton, profeflor of phyfic at Grefham 
College, fellow of the royal fociety, and of that 
at Berlin; now firft publifhed from the author’s 


manufcripts, 8vo, London. 
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A philofophical effay on man. Being an at- 
tempt to inveftigate the principles and laws of the 
reciprocal influence of the foul | on the — 
2 vols. 8vo; London. © 


Serious confiderations on fome remarkable 
paflages in a work lately publifhed by Mr B 
and prefentedto his Majefty, 8vo, London, 


Memoires de. |? academie royale des fciences 
de Stockholm, concernant |’ hiftoire naturelle, la 
medecine, l’anatomie, la chymie, économie, les 


arts, &c. Traduits par M.de Keralio, Chevalier de | 


Vordre royal et militaire de St Louis, &c. 4to, 
Paris. 

Antiquitates medicae feleftae, auctore M, 
Walch fenior, 8vo, Paris. 

Traite d’Odontalgie, ou l’on préfente un fyfte- 
‘me nouveau fur l’origine et la formation des 


dents, une defcription des ditierentes maladies 


qui a:tectent la bouche, et les moy-ns de les gue- 
rir. Par Auzebi dentiite a Lyon, 


12mo, Lyon. 


Introduction 4 |’étude des corps naturels tirés 
du regne vegetal, par M. Bucquet Docteur-re- 
gent de la facuité de medecine de Paris, 2 vols, 
12mo, Paris. 
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 Differtazione ful l’aneurifmo del poplite, par 
M. Maffotti cirtirgico del Grande Duca di Tofs 
¢ano, 8vo, Florence. 
Giornale di~Medicinas Tom. 10. 8vo, Venife 
Steins anleitting zur Gebutthfhulf, &c, i.e. A 
practical introduction fo the art of midwifery in 
: praeternatural and difficult labours. By Mr 
Joannis Jacobi Reichard; Flora Francofurtana,e- 
numerans ftirpes circa Francofurtum nafcentes, 
fecundum methodum fexualem difpofitas- 
‘Francfort fur le Mein. 
J. Mich, Aug. Jagemann in acad. Erford. phil, 
prof. liber epidemicorum, de acuta paffim epide- 
mica febre circa annos 1771 et 177 2— es 


Erford. 
Reflections fur le trifte fort des perfonnes, qui 
fous une apparence de mort ont été enterrées vi- 


vantes, et fur les moyens qu’ on doit mettre en 
ufage pour prevenir une telle mefeprife, 8vo, ala 


Haye. 

Novi commentarii academiae fcientiarum Im- 
perialis Petropolitanae, Tom. 15. pro anno 1770, 
4to, Petropoli- 


Obfervata quaedam medica, cum figuris aeneis, 
auctore M.J- Marx, M. D. Berlin. 
Auzuge 


7 
; 
a 
. 
1 
| 
a 
| 
| 
. 
- 
: 
j 
. 
q 
q : ‘ 
H 
id 
i 1 
> 
i 
. 
i 
t 
. 


COMMENTARIES. 


- Auzuge aus den neuften differtationen, i. ¢ 
Extracts from new thefes and differtations on na- 


tural hiftory and medicine. By Mr E. G, Baldin- 
«ger. Berlin. 


Gedaken und 8c. i. €. Thoughts 


and obfervations on the Tarantula for deftroying 
the prejudices entertained with regard, to its bite. 


By Mr Bufching. _ Berlin, : 
Recherches far les. modifications. de 


phere, contenant |’ hiftoire critique du barome- 
tre et thermometre; un traité fur la conftrudtion 


ces inftrumens, et des experiences relatives 


aleurs ufages- Par. M. de Luc, citoyen de Ge- 


neve, 2. Tom. 4to, a Gentve. 


The EN D. 


. 
. 
4 
J . 
= 
; 
rags 
‘ 
‘ 2 


CONTENTS: 


Gregory’s Elements of the Praétice of Phyfic 115 


Eill’s Cafes in furgery. 126 
White on the Difeafes of Lying-in Women 135 
Maclurg upon the Human Bile 150 
Beccarius de Late 
Menghinus de Aquarum v1 in Calculis ee 165 
Plancus de Urina Veneta 168 
Galeatius de Cortice Peruviane : 172 
Tacconius.de Rachitide 178 
Gaber de:Humoribus Animalibus. 84 
Hanly’s Account of a Steatomatous Tumour 191 
Grell on Putrefattion 
Pennant’sGeneraof Birds. =. 
Medical Obfervations 200 
Medical News 210 


Lift of new Books 218 


> 
4 
= 
] . 
j 
: 
i ; 
f 
mi 
2 
i 
| 
é 
} 
“a 
i 
\ ‘ j 
= 
al 
} 
| 
a 


PHILOSOPHICAL 


COMMENTARIES. 
ByaSocreTy in EDINBURGH. 


go great are the difficulties of tracing out the hidden caufes of the 
evils to which this frame of ours is fubjeét, that the moft candid 
of the profeffion have ever allowed and lamented how unavoidably 
they are in the dark. | STERNE. 
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COMMENTARIES, 
rec. 
An Account of Books. 


I. 

Praétical Obfervations on the Child-bed Fever : 
Alfo on the Nature and Treatment of Uterine 
Hemorrhages, Convulfions,and fuch other acute 
Difeajes as are moft fatal to Women during the 

tate of Pregnancy. By John Leake, M. D. 
Member of the College of Phyficians, London, 
and Phyfician to the Weftminfter — 
Hofpital. 8vo, London. 


HE doétrines here delivered, concerning the 
pathology and cure of the puerperal fever 

are very fimilar to thofe lately publifhed by Dr 
Hulme in his treatife on the fame fubject. As this 
circumftance might give rife to a queftion with 
regard tothe honour of the difcovery, the aus 
r 3 thor, 
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thor, in order to aflert his claim of priority; 
informs us inthe introduction, that near three 


years ago, im a courfe of publick le€tures, he 
had taught thofe opinions. which are contained 


in the work now before us. In proof of this 
affertion, he appeals to a number of his pupils, 
a lift of whofe names he has annexed in a poft- 


{cript. 


The remaining part of the introduction con- 


fifts of general obfervations on the caufes of that 


diverfity in opition which obtains with regard 
to the origin and cure of difeafes, and on the 


moft proper method of condu€ing medical en- 


guiries, fo as to contribute, in the moft effectual 
manner, to advance the fcience, and to promote 
the real interefts of the profeflion. What our 
author points out as the great fources of error 
and diffenfion in medicine, are thofe difficulties 
which muft neceflarily attend all inquiries with 
regard to fuch fubjects as do not fall under the 
immediate cognizance of our external fenfes, 
anda prepofterous attachment to fyftem and 


authority, together with an incorrigible pro- 


penfity to indulge in conjecture and fanciful hy- 
pothefis. ‘To avoid thefe, he earneftly recom- 


mends the moft attentive regard to perfonal ob- 
fervation 
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fervation and experience in every particular re- ee ) 
lative to the hiftory of difeafes, 


The author, in his firft fection, prefents us 
with a hiftory of the puerperal fever. But, being 
induced to think, from the known influence 
of certain conftitutions of the air on difeafes in 
general, and from repeated obfervations with 
regard to puerperal fevers in particular, that wo- 
men are moft fubjeGt to them during a particular 
temperature of the air, to this hiftory he premifes 
a general account of the weather, After defcri- : 
bing the difeafe as it ufually appears, he proceeds 
to confider the different opinions of medical 

writers with regard to its pathology. Phyficians, 
, he tells us, have in general afcribed this fever 
either to an obftruction or critical metaftafis of 
the milk or lochial difcharge, orto an inflamma- 
tion of the uterus. Van Swieten and Levret are 
cited as the chief fupporters of the former opini- 
ons, as Hoffman is of the latter. To thofe 
who affign a reflux of the milk as the caufe of the 
child-bed fever, Dr Leake oppofes the fudden 
production of the difeafe, and the almoft in- 
ftantaneous profiration of ftrength with which 
it is often attended. ‘Thefe circumftances, he 


thinks, can with no appearance of probability be 
referred 
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referred to the abforption of a fluid fo mild 
and balfamic as the milk. He allows indeed 
that this fluid may be fo vitiated as to excite 
diforder in the fyftem. But this, he contends, 
happens only inconfequence of long ftagnation; 
and that, even then, it is in general foon carri- 
i : ed off by diarrhoca or fome other critical evacua- 
tion, or that it will produce an abfcefs in the 
breaft: Jn both which cafes the diforder is ef- 
fentially different from the puerperal fever. He 
farther urges, that fuckling after delivery has 
not been found of fervice in preventing the at- 
fh . tack of this fever; that, in many cafes, he has 
Hi obferved a plentiful fecretion of milk till very 
late in the difeafe; that, infome few, he has 

feen the milk in fmall quantity, or even totally 
deficient, without any fuch fever ; that, in general, 

it comes on before there be any want of milk ; 

f and that it does not happen to women hin 
thy wean their children, which fhould be the 
cafe, if it were owing to a tranflation of the 
milk. A matter refembling milk has in- 
deed been found on the furface of the in- 
teftines in fome who died of this fever, 
This, however, Dr. Leake maintains, is en- 
tirely produced by the fuppuration of the o- 
mene 
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omentum ; and he alledges, that the liquor cal- 
led ferum lactis, which is found in the cavity of 
the abdomen, is cither atranfudation of thin 
pus from the inflamed vilcera, or a collection 
of putrid lymph. 

‘Having thus rejected the opinion of thofe 
who confider an obftruétion of the milk as the 
immediate caufe of the puerperal fever, the au- 


ther next endeayours to fhow, that the fuppofi- 


tion of its depending cn an obftruction of the 
lochial difcharge is equally exceptionable. ‘This 


difcharge, he obferves, although formerly con- 


cieved to be highly malignant, is now well known 
to be in every refpec fimilar to what follows from. 
a rupture of veffels in anyother part of the body. 


At firft it is fanguineous ; by degrees it becomes 
more dilute andferous; about the third or fourth 
day it is fomewhat purulent; and foon after 


‘ittotally ceafes. Since in this there is nothing 


but what is in common to the digeftion of every 
frefh wound, the author thinks it inadequate 
to the production of puerperal fever. And in 
this opinion he is confirmed from never ha- 
ving obferved any bad confequences attending 


the greateft varieties of this difcharge in point 


cf quantity. 
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Laitly, Dr Leake contends, in oppofition 
to Hoffman, that the child-bed fever is a dif- - 
eafe effentially different from an inflammation 


_ of the uterus, the latter being generally attended 


with headach and delirium, and univerfally with an 
intenfe pain and heat inthe uterineregion ; while, 


‘in the former, no fuch fymptoms ufually appear. 


The opinions moft generally received con- 


— cerning the child-bed fever appearing thus em- 


barraffed with infuperable difficulties, the au- 


thor proceeds, in the fecond fection, to lay 


fore us hisown theory of this difeafe : And to this 
he fubjoins an account of the moft fuccefsful 
method of cure. ,The proximate caufe of this 
difeafe he imagines to be an inflammation of 
the omentum andinteftines. The fudden change 
induced by delivery, in the circulatory fyftem, 
he. confiders as a circumftance which neceffarily 
predifpofes to abdominal inflammations; and 
the lax texture of the omentum and inteftines he 
thinks fufficiently accounts for their being moft 
commonly afieted. Befides this, the effets of 
labour-pains, and an ‘unhealthy conftitution © 
of the atmofphere concurring with the mobility 
of the fyftem after delivery, and the other pre- 
difpofing caufes already mentioned, affift in 
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kindling up this fever. Thus, according to our 
author, we are to look upon this fever as a 
diforder purely inflammatory, notwithftarding 
the putrid fymptoms ‘which fometimes fuper- 


vene. Thefe, he contends, are owing to a mors 
bid tranflation of matter from the fuppurated 
omentum, and therefore are to be regarded 


merely as confequences of the original affectis 


Weare next preferited with fome praétical in- 
ferences refpecting the cure of this difeafe, drawn 
from the preceeding pathological reafoning. He 
particularly infifts upon the propriety of bleed- 
ing. Objections indeed, he obferves, are com- 
monly made to this evacuation. Thefe, how- 
ever, he difregards as groundlefs prejudices, 
which are contradicted both by reafoning and exe 
perience. He maintains, that early and copi- 
ous bleeding, regulated by the ftate of the pulfe, 
and the general habit of the patient, is the only 
remedy which can give a chance for life. 


Befides bleeding in the beginning of this difeafe, 


_ the indications which he propofes are, to diminifh | 


the violence and duration of the cold fit; to eva- 
cuate and correct redundant and corrupted bile ; 
to reftrain exceflive diarrhoea; and, laftly, inthe 

end 
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end of the difeafe, to oppofe the tendency to 
putrefaction. For the firft of thefe purpofes he 
-advifes the plentiful ufe of warm mild diluents, 
and the application of bladders half full of warm 
water to the axillae and foles of the feet. Warm | 
bathing, he obferves, did not anfwer his ex- 
pectation in promoting this intention of cure. 
He is inclined, however, to think favourably of 
it, and recommends it to farther trial, under pro- 


per regulations, | 
He advifes, that the bile, when redundant, | 
fhould be evacuated by gentle emetics and laxa- | 
tives; and that, when corrupted, it fhould be 
corrected by acefcent vegetable juices, and faline 
draughts. But the inteftines, he obferves, are 
often fo extremely irritable, that thefe remedies 
prove much too ftimulant and purgative, even 
when they are exhibited in {mall dofes, and con- 
joind with vegetable mucilages. 


To check immoderate diarrhoea, which the 
author thinks is feldom critical, although he al- 
lows that it often gives reliefeven in the begin- 
ning of the difeafe, he direéts that recourfe fhould 
Le had to emollient glyfters, gentle diaphorctics, 
or even to opiates and mild aftringents, efpe- 
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cially if the patient feems to fink under the dif- 
charge. | 


With a view of oppofing the tendency to 
putrefaction, the great remedy to be depended 
upon is Peruvian bark. This, as the progrefs of 
the difeafe is fo very rapid, muft be had recourfe 
to more early than in other fevers, and even be- 


fore there be any diftin@ intermiffion. He 


clofes this feGtion with obferving, that, notwith- 
ftanding the prejudices againft blifters with lying- 


‘in-women, from the danger of their exciting | 


ftrangury, yet that the great relief which they 


afford in other topical inflammations fufhciently © 


juftifies the practice of applying them, immedi- 
ately after bleeding, in the puerperal fever. But 
-fuppofing the objection to hold good, he is of 
- opinion, that finapifms, which are not liable to 
‘produce the fame inconvenience, may be freely 
ufed. He allows, however, that he has not yet feen 
them fufficiently tried, to be able to recommend 
them from perfonal experience. © 


In the third fection, the author treats of the 
prevention of the puerperal fever. As the moft 


efteCtual meaas for this purpofe he direéts, 1/7, 
Before 
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Before delivery, the ufe of fuch medicines as 
tend to {trengthen and invigorate the conftitution, 
fuch as the Peruvian bark, chalybeate waters, 
and, in cafes where the nervous fyftem is very 
irritable,the prudent ufe of opium. 2d/y, After 
delivery, the avoiding all occafional caufes, fuch as 
violent emotions of the mind, imprudent expofure 
to cold, errors in diet, binding the body too 
tight, and, above all, the utmoft attention to 
cleanlinefs and ventilation, 


We are prefented, in the fourth fection, with 


a particular detail of fourteen cafes of the pu- 
erperal fever which tend to illuftrate the dotrine 


delivered in the former part of the work. In 
four of thefe cafes, the author had an opportunity 
of examining the bodies after death; and in all 
of them the appearances of ileus fup- 
puration, or grangrene of the omentum, were 
very evident. The fame appearances were fome- 

times feen on the furface of the inteftines, which 

the author afcribes to the circumftance of conti- 

nuity to the part primarily affected. The uterus 
was in general found properly contracted, and 

apparently in a found {tate. 


Having thus finifhed the account of the puer- 
peral fever, the author proceeds, in the fifth fection, 
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COMMENTARIES. 439 
to confider the nature, caufe, and treatment of 
uterine haemorrhages. Floodings before delivery 
he afcribes to a partial feparation of the placenta 


from the internal furface of the uterus; and, 
this, he tells us, may be occafioned by every 


caufe encreafing the momentum of the circulation. 
-Floodings after delivery he confiders as depend- 


inz on the imperfe& contraction of the uterus, 
from a languor and want of tone in the fyftem. _ 


With regard to the treatment of thefe com- 


-piairits, he invieghs againft the vulgar practice 


of giving heating cordials, in order to revive the 
patient, as being highly pernicious and deftruc- 
tive. When the patient is fo much exhaufted 
by the difcharge as to be in danger of finking 

under it, if not properly fupported, he recom- 


-mends the ufe of thofe things which nourifh 
without ftimulating, fuch as animal broths and 


jellies. Bleeding alfo, he apprehends, has been too 


indifcriminately directed in flooding cafes, This 


evacuation, .he thinks, can feldom be proper, un- 
lefs in the beginning of {uch floodings as happen 
before delivery, from plethora, inflammatory fever, 
external violence, or fudden emotions ‘of the 
mind. He puts little dependence on ftyptic me- | 


dicines as reftraining uterine haemorrhages. He is 


inclined 
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inclined rather, with Hoffman, to believe that, by 
increafing the action of the vafcular fyftem on ws 
the contained fluids, they are moreapt to augment. be 
than to diminifh the difcharge. Much more ad- 7 
vantage may, in his opinion, be expected from 4 
fuch medicines as leffen the force of circulation = 
and derive to the furface. Of this kind are an- |. 
timonials exhibited in fmall naufeating dofes, 


faline draughts with nitre, and the fal fedativus — 
Hombergeri. 


With regard to opiates; as the author imagines 
that their effects in accelerating the motion of 
the blood are much akin to thofe of volatile me- 
dicines and {trong cordials, he in general com- 
denins them as unfafe, and aflerts that he has of- 
ten feen internal haemorrhages increafed by their — 
exhibition. He diffuades us likewife againft the 
ufe of ligatures, becaufe, by retarding the circula- 
tion in the extreime arteries and veins, they muft 
neceflarily increafe its momentum in the hypo- 


_gaftric and fpermatic arteries, which fupply the 
uterus ; the ee of which will be an 
aggravation of the evil. 


The great remedy upon which Dr Leake relies, 
as being of all others the moft effectual in flood- 
ing cafes, is the application of cold. Heat, he 

obfer ves, 
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obferves, rarifies the blood and quickens the 
circulation ; while the effects of cold are diame- 


 trically oppofite. Accordingly, the topical ap- 


plication of cold has been found to occafion an 
immediate ftoppage of the menftrual flux, in op- 


_ pofition to the powerful efforts of nature. Upon 


thefe grounds the author founds his reafoning 
with regard tothe propriety of having recourfe 
to the application of cold for reftraining uterine 
haemorrhages ; fince it acts equally in condenfing 
the fluids, as in conftringing the folids, he thinks 
that the objection formerly made to the ufe of 
{typtics, from their diminifhing the capacity of 
the veffels, will not apply here: But, even if it 
fhould, he infifts, that experience is fo decifive 


in favour of this practice, as to outweigh all theo- 


retical reafonings. In all cafes of flooding, 
therefore, whether before or after delivery, he 
{trenuoufly recommends the free admiffion of cold 
air; the liberal ufe of cold drinks; the repeat- 
ed application of compreffes, dipt in cold vinegar, 
to the region of the uterus; and the immerfion 


of the feet in cold water. 


In cafes of flooding before delivery, when all 
the methods hitherto mentioned have failed, and 
the patient appears to be finking under the 

| difcharge, 


j 
1 
* 
* 
a 
ws 
+ 
id 
= 
> 
3 
=> 
of 
3 
ix 


340 me D 1-0 
difcharge, the laft remedy is to deliver her as fooa 
as poffible. And if, after delivery, the difcharge 
continues profufe, and refifts all other means, it 
may be neceflary to throw up into the uterus ftyp- 
tic injections, as the aqua aluminofa Bateana; or 
a weak folution of colcothar vitrioli. In all flood- 


ing cafes, the moft perfe& compofure of mind is 
conftantly to be enjoined. 


The author concludes this treatife with fome 
obfervations on convulfions, and the acute difeafes 
which are moft fatal to women during the ftate 
of pregnancy. Headopts the common divifion 
of convuifions into Idiopathic and Symptomatic ; 
the firit, when the fenforium commune is pri- 
marily affected 5 and the laft, when itis fo by the 


mediation only of the nerves, from a difeafe in 
dome other part of¢he fyftem, asthe ftomach or 


uterus. Another diftinction, which he inculcates 
as being of the utmoft importance in practice, 
is, that the convulfions of “pregnant women are 
fometimes evidently connected with plethora, at 
other times with inanition. In the former of 
thefe cafes, which he looks upon as by much the 
leaft formidable, acure isto be attempted by ear- 
ly and copious bleeding ; by diluents ; by faline 
nitrous draughts; and bya very {pare light diet. 
In 
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In the latter, all evacuations are contra-indica- 
ted, and the cure entirely turns upon fupporting 
the vis vitae. For this purpofe, he recommends 
nourifhing fluids given frequently in {mall quan- 
tities; broth clyfters; and a decoction of bark with 
warm nervous cordials and opiates. When the 
circulation is very languid, he advifes that blifters 
and finapifms fhould be ufed ; and that the extre- 
mities fhould be rubbed with hot flannels, or im- 
merfed in warm water. 


The author next enumerates various remote 
caufes of convulfions, to which, as they furnifh in- 
dications of cure, he calls the attention of the prac- 
titioner. Thus, when the difeafe is fuddenly pro- 
duced by terror, bleeding, opiates, and the warm 
bath are indicated. When it proceeds from er- _ 
rors in diet, emetics and laxatives are required, 
and, after their operation, an opiate. When it 
depends ona fuppreflion of urine, the bladder mutt 
be emptied by the catheter, or recourfe muft be 


had towarm bathing, emulfions, and anodyne 
clyfters. When it follows from repelled cutane- 


ous eruptions, the warm bath and gentle diapho- 


retics are requifite. When it arifes from worms, 
anthelinintics muft be employed; with this view, 
Plenk’s mercurial folution may, he tells us, be 
ufed with perfect fafety. 

VoL. I, Q | ‘The 
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The author obferves, that, for the removal of 


convulfions with pregnant women, it may fome- 


times be neceflary to have recourfe to fpeedy de- 
livery. ‘This, however, is a practice, which, he 
apprehends, has often been recurred to with too 
much precipitation ; and in cafes too, where it 
muft not only prove ineffe€tual, but even highly 
dangerous. To women who have been fubje& 
to convulfions during pregnancy, he recommends 
the ufe of bleeding, opiates, and other fuitable re- 
medies, fome time before the approach of labour. 
To thefe obfervations, are annexed feven cafes 
of convulfions, occurring in pregnant women ; in 
fix of which, they were fuccefsfully treated by the 
methods here propofed. 


This treatife is concluded with fome remarks 
on pleurify,.dyfentery, and {mall-pox. As thefe 


difeafes have been very fully treated of by other 


writers, and, as the circumftance of pregnancy | 
does not materially influence the praétice, they 
are here confidered in a curfory manner : And the 
obfervations, although accurate and judicious, 
contain nothing peculiarly interefting to fuch as 
are already acquainted with the received notions 
concerning the dileafes in queftion. 
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‘Dn. D. Petri Jonae Bergii Metbodus cremorem 
tari folubilem reddendt. Vid. Nova Afta Phy- 


fico-Medica Academiae Cacfareae Leopoldino Ca- 
rolinae Naturae Curioforum, tom. quart. 


1H E author fets out with obferving, that, 
although we feparate from the cream 
of tartar, the earth which feems Capa- 


ble of hindering itsfolution; yet ‘it fhews but a 


{mall degree of folubility. For the fe of 
diffolving it in water, twelve times its weight 1 is 
neceflary, even when the menftruum is warm; 
and twenty times its weight, if the menftruum "4 
cold. The importance of obtaining, with facility, 
in a ftate of folution, a medicine fo valuable, led 
him to attempt fome experiments on this fub- 


ject: 


After trying feveral fubftances, he found no- 
thing fo effeétual, in rendering cream of tartar 
readily foluble, as the addition of borax. And 
™ he on had before been fuggefted by 
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the experiments of Lewis and Mayer. He cau- 
tions us, however, againft the addition of fuch a 


quantity of borax, as will entirely faturate the a- 


cid of the cream of tartar. Becaufe, in that cafe, 
there will be produced a felfeignette, a fubftance 
very different from foluble cream of tartar. His 


_ procefs for obtaining a foluble cream of tartar is 


as follows. To four parts of cream of tartar, he 
adds one of borax. This is diffolved in a fuffici- 


ent quantity of water, and then ftrained off. The 


refiduum, which, when the mafs fubjected to fo- 
lution is fifteen ounces, will, in general, amount 
to one ounce, is thrown away. The pure folu- 


tion, by evaporation, yields a white falt of an a- 


cid tafte, and extremely foluble, which is to be 
preferved for ufe. 

The author informs us, that he has ufed this 
foluble cream of tartar with great fuccefs in all 
kinds of fevers, when refrigerants were indicated. 
When, however, itis intended to operate as a 
laxative, a greater quantity is neceflary than of 
common cream of tartar. Butas it can eafily be 
exhibited in a fluid form, and in a {mall quantity 


of menftruum, this occafions no inconvenience to 


the patient. 
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ii. 


Dn. D. Chriftiani Rudolphi Hannes Od/fervatio de 
diris Convulfionibus, Balneo frigido fanatis. 
Vid. Nova Ata Phyfico-Medica Academiae Cae- 

fareae Leopoldino-Carolinae Naturae Curioforum, — 
tom. quart. 4to, Norimbergae. 


HE cafe with which we are here prefented, 
7 is that of a girl, about fixteen years of © 
age. She had formerly enjoyed good health, but, 
upon a fudden fright, the was feized with faintings 
and convulfions, which were relieved by bleeding 
and other remedies. The year following, lowe- 


ver, they returned with greater violence than be- 


fore. She had then recourfe to pills compofed of 
affa foetida, and other gums ; to frictions with ner- 


‘vine ointments ; and to powders compofed of flow- 


ers of fulphur, fweet mercury, and camphor. 
While fhe ufed thefe remedies, her convuifions 


ceafed, and an itchy eruption broke out over all 


her body. ‘This complaint was removed by tiie 
medicines ufually employed in fuch cafes ; but, 
when it difappeared, her menfes became irregu- 
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lar in point of time, and in finaller quantity than 
ufual, with the appearance of fluor albus. 


. 


The year after her convulfions returned a third 
time with greater violence than ever. She then 
ia exhibited a moft dreadful fpe€tacle. Sometimes 
all the flexor mufcles were contracted and her 
limbs drawn together ; fomctiimes the extenfors ; 


and fhe lay in a convex form, fupported by he 

head and feet ; fometimes fhe was Guite {tiff 
Befides thefe, they appeared alfo in other forms 
affe@ting different muicles. 


The cold bath was then propofed, and it was 
advifed, that fhe fhould be put into it, when there 
was any remiffion of her paroxyfms. If after the 
bathing there was timc, fhe was ordered to be di- 
ligently rubbed and fwathed with bandages. A 
eecoction of bark and rue was alfo prefcribed for 
her ; and once or twice a-day, a dofe of opium with 
fpirit of hartfhorn. Thefe medicines were conti- 
nued for fome time, without producing any relief. 


| : At length, however, there occurred fome chan- 
Hi ges, which gave room to hope, that, in this way, 
a recovery inight be obtained. Her fluor albus firft 
ceafed, then the menfes returned to their proper 
periods, andin ufual quantity ; the convulfions 
recurred only ina flighter Gegrec, and at longer 
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intervals, till at length they entirely ceafed. It 
may be a queftion whether this cure was to ve a- 
{cribed to the cold bath or not, as other remedies 
were employed at the fame time, and as the had 
formerly recovered without its being ufed. ‘The 
1 _ author, however, thinks, there is little doubt that, 
in this cafe, it was of itfelf effe€tual, as in the 
lowing {pring fhe was attacked with the fame dif- 
eafe, and cured by the bath alone. | 
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Dn. D. Joannis Cafpari de Rucfk, de Hydropis 
Peétoris certa vel incerta Diagnofi. Vid. Nova 
Aéta Phyfico- Medica Academiae Caefareae Leo- 
poldino-Carolinae Naturae Curioforum, tom. 


quart. 4to, Norimbergae. 


rN this differtation, the author fets out with 
mentioning the difficulty of diftinguifhing 
hydrothorax, and the importance of doing fo. Ba- 
glivi had pointed out a fudden waking from fleep, 
with figns of fuffocation, as the pathognomonic — 
fymptom of this difeafe. He obferves, that al-— 
though this fymptom be often decifive, yet that 


fometimes it is very fallacious, occurring where 
no water could be found in the thorax after 


death. On this fubject, therefore, he adopts the 
conclufions of De Haen, who had formerly al- 
ledged that, if this nocturnal orthopnoea be fome- 
times wanting in the moft violent hydrothorax; if 
at other times it appear only a few days before 
death; and if, when prefent, it is found in 
the advanced {tate only of the difeafe, at a time 
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when-all remedies would be ineffeCtuai, it cannot 
be confidered as a pathognomonic fign. 


The author, in fupport of this opinion, ad- 
duces twocafes. The firft is that ofa man who 


‘complained of a dry cough, ftraitnefs in his breaft, 


and a great difficulty of breathing, with oedema- 
tous fwellings in his feet, fcanty urine, a noctur- 
nal febrile paroxyfm, and the pathognomonic 
fymptom in queftion. All thefe complaints were 


-foon removed by the ufe of {quill medicines ; but 


a fhort time after, when he feemed to be in per- 
fe& health, he died fuddenly in the night from fuf- 
focation. Upon diflection, thrce pounds of lim- 
pid ferum were found in the thorax, which fuffici- 


ently proved the uncertainty of the diagnoftic. 


Befides this, in both ventricles of the heart, there 
was a polypus about feven inches in length, to 


which the author afcribes the immediate caufe of 
his death. 


The fecond cafe here related is that of a man 
who, about fixty years of age, was affected at 
night with fuch a degree of dyfpnoea, that he: 
could feldom lie in bed. His left arm-and hand 
were alfo much fwelled, and very torpid; which 
1s confidered by both Hoffman and Baglivi as a 
fign of latent hydrothorax. But, notwithftand- 
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ing this, by proper remedies, he was foon re« 
lieved, and lived till he was eighty years of age. 
He then died without any fymptom of hydrotho- 

From all this the author concludes, that hy- 
drothorax can rarely be known while it admits 
of a cure; that, «hen it is known, it can. only 
be cured by paracentefis; and that, while the 
nature of the difeafe is doubtful, we fhould perfift 
in the ufe of the remedies adapted to humid 
afthma, by the effects of which we may deter- 
mine whether the difeafe we dread be prefent or — 
not. 
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V. 


Griga Obfervationum Sarco-hydroceles rar@ mag- 
nitudinis Hiftorias exhibentium, fubjundta fimul 
Difquifiticne Caufarum, cur Sarco-Hydrocele in 
Tejle finiftro frequentius quam dextro occurrat ; 
@ Georgio Balthafar Stolle, M. D. Vid. Nova 
Aéia Phyfico-medica Academiae Caefareae Leo- 
poldino-Carslinae Naturae Curioforum, tom. 
quart. 4t0, Norimbergae. 


: HE author introduces this diflertation with 
three cafes of farcocele. ‘he firft is the 


cafe of a hypochondriac man who had been fub- 
ject to haemorrhoids. On being expofed to cold, 


he was attacked with febrile complaints; and the 
next day the haemorrhoids appeared. But, from 
a violent fit of anger, the dilcharge by the hac- 
morrhoids was foon ftopt; upon which a femi- 
tertian fever fupervened, attended with creat 
anxiety, lofs of appetite, and colick pains. 
Thefe laft fometimes left the bowels, and attacked 
the left tefticie, which, as well as the {permatic 
cord, became fwelled. The fever was foon cu- 
red; but a confiderable fwelling flill remained on 
the tefticle ; and the colick pains returned from 
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the flighteft caufe. At this time he got fome 
remedies from a quack, who took it to bea 
venereal complaint. But the fwelling increafed 
to a very great degree, ftill attended with the 
colick and ftomach-complaints. Befides, fuch a 
confiderable inflation of the belly came on as to 


endanger its burfting. This inflation of his belly, | 
borborygmi, and other complaints, were much 
encreafed by his taking food. When he took 
none, faintings were the confequence. After 
this, his fcrotum became oedematous, and there 
was a confiderable fwelling reaching from the 
Jeft hypochondrium tothe rightileum. A heétic 
-_feverfupervened, and, at laft, apoplexy put an end 
to his mifery. Upon diffeétion, the right tefticle 
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was founda little larger than ufual; the left was 

. | ofa monftrous fize, and as hard as a ftone. It 
| was unequally {welled, and in the lower part 
there was a quantity of aferous fluid contained in 
acyft. Inthe abdomen, there was a confiderable 
quantity of ichorous matter ; but the {welling which 
appeared externally feemed to have proceeded 

from a {teatomatous mefentery, which was near 

an inch inthicknefs. The fpermatic veflels were 

about four times the ufual fize, and the fperma- 

tic cord was much fwelled. The left kidney 

was 
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was diminifhed, and the left emulgent collapfed ; 
the right kidney, and its veffels, were larger than 
ordinary; The fpleen, liver, and pancreas, were 
affected with fcirrhi. 


The fecond cafe gives an account of another 

| farcocele of the left tefticle, which, when cut 

| out, independent of the water that was contain- 

ed between the tunica vaginalis and albuginea, 

= weighed two pounds. Its appearance and con- 
fiftence were like that of the former one; its 
colour of a pale yellow. ‘This patient died of : 
a heétic fever, i in confequence of a difeafed fpleen. 


In the third cafe there was no diffeGion, 
} Hectic fymptoms, with pains of the bowels, had 
‘ come on after a quartan fever badly cured. 
Thefe pains foon affected the tefticle, which fwell- 
Be ed to the fize of a man’s fift. The liver was 
| alfo {cirrhous, and encreafed to fuch a fize, that 
it could be felt in the left hypochondrium. A 


phrenitis {upervening foon killed the unhappy 
patient. 


After narrating thefe cafes, the author next 


proceeds to offer fome obfervations concerning 
them. He is of opinion, that the femitertian, 


in the firft cafe, proceeded from an inflammation 
of the mefentery, this vifcus being ufually rece 
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koned the feat of that difeafe. He mentions two 
_ examples of {teatomatous mefenteries, which he 
obferved in the hofpital of Strafburg ; the firlt of 
which weighed feventeen pounds, the fecond 
twenty four pounds. He contends, that thefe 
tumours proceed from inflammations of the me- 
fentery. 


The author then proceeds to confider, whether 
_farcocele happen oftener inthe left than in the right 
‘tefticle. VanSwieten, Hildanus, Haller, and others, 
do not offer any thing that will determine this que- 


ftion. Some thinking the left moft fubject to it, 
fome the right, while others are of opinion that 
they may be indiferently aflected. But the au- 
thor concludes, from feveral obfervations of his 
own, fupported by the authorities of Pfeffinger 
and Friedius, that difeafes of all kinds from in- 


ternal caufes moft commonly attack the left o- ‘ 
varia of women, and the left tefticles of men. 
As a foundation for determining the reafon of | 
this fact, he thinks it neceflary to examine, | | 
more accurately than he had before done, the na- Y 


ture of this difeafe. 


He pronounces it to be a fcirrhus, arifing from 

a ferous inflammation, according to the idea of | 
Boerhaave. ‘This may arife from difeafes of dif- : | 
ferent | 
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ferent kinds affecting the feveral vifcera, which, 
occafioning a ftagnation of blood in them, will pro- 
duce a determination to other parts ; as follows 
not only from the laws of hydraulics, but from 
obfervations in difeafes, and from experiments 
made on living animals. In confirmation of the 
laft, the author cites an experiment of Brunn, 
who found that a dog, whofe pancreas he exitir- 
pated, was feized firft with an encreafed flow of 
faliva, afterwards with vomiting, andthen with a 
high degree of lafcivioufnefs. He remarks alfo, 
that Morgagni, Bonetus, Heifter, Malpighi, and 
Boerhaave, had obferved nearly the fame appear- 
ances upon the ex{tirpation of the fpleen. This, 
he thinks, can only be accounted for from a de- 
termination of fluids to the telticle ; and when it is 
greater than fufficient for the purpofe, ftagnation 
muftenfue. To fuch ftagnation, he imagines that 
the tefticles, irom their fituation, from the diften- 
file nature of their arteries, and from the want of — 
valves in their veins, will be particularly lable. | 
Andas the fluids here ftagnating are of the ferous 
kind, he adds, that the inflammation mutt alfo be 
fuch. From the fame caufe continuing to ad, 
the diftenfion will be much encreafed; and as all 


{tagnating fluids change their nature, and degene- 
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‘ rate into a hard mafs, from reabforption, a {cit's 
thus of thetefticle will be formed. — 


After thus {tating his own opinion concerning 
the nature of this difeafe, the author next goes 
on to take noticé of the fentiments of others. 
Some have imagined the farcocele to be a flefhy 
mafs, which they have explained from a luxuriant 
growth ; or from a deftruétion of thofe mem- 
branes which Barbette has fuppofed to ftop the 
mouths of nourifhing veffels, left they fhould con- 


| vey too much nourifhment. In refutation of 
| 4 thefe opinions, he obferves, that the firft never 
| i takes; place, unlefs in cafes of wounds; and that 
laft is merely hypothetical. 

| The author-next attempts fome account of the 


—— hydrocele. This, he thinks, happens from an 


obf{truction of the extremities of the fpermatic ar- 
nM teries, which, according to his former principles, 
a muft encreafe the flow into the neighbouring vef- 
ia fels, occafioning the tranfudation of a greater 
quautity of fluid, than the abforbents, compreffed 
a by the obftructed veins, are able to take up. 
a Hence he thinks it is evident why the hydrocele is 
if fo common an attendant of the farcocele. 

la Having thus eftablifhed the nature of thefe two 
if difeafes, he next proceeds to inquire into the rea- 
fon 
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fon why they affect the left tefticle rather than the 
right. This, he thinks, he will be able to folve, 
provided he can fhewa caufe for a greater deter- 
mination to the left tefticle, and for ftagnation 
there. On confidering the rife and progrefs of 
both fpermatic arteries, he finds, that the left rifes 
nearer the tefticle than the right, and that the. 
left {permatic vein, inftead of pouring its contents 
into the vena cava, rifes up fo as to pour them 
into the renal vein; by which it is evident, that 
its courfe muft be much longer than that of the 
right {permatic vein. This being the cafe, it is 
evident, from the laws of hydraulics, that {tagna- 
_ tion is moft likely to happen on the left fide; and | 
that the tendency to it will be encreafed by the left 
vein not accompanying the artery fo clofely 
as to have the progrefs of the blood aflfifted by its 
pulfations. Itis alfo evident from the laws of mo- 
tion, that any body is more apt to be retarded 
in proportion to the angle which it makes; and, 
therefore, the blood in the left fpermatic vein 
will move more flowly than in the right, fince it 
enters at right angles into the left renal vein, which 
alfo enters at right angles into the vena cava. 
Befides this, the left fpermatic vein carriesa great- 


er quantity of blood than the right, receiving 
Vou. I R branches 
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branches from parts of the mefentery, mefocolor, 
and peritoneum which are neareft it. And, laftly, - 
the left emulgent vein, before emptying itfelf into 
the vena cava, pafles through an angle formed by 
the aorta and the fuperior mefenteric artery ; fo 
that, at every dilatation of thefe arteries, the vein 
will be comprefled. | 


From a review of all thefe circumftances, the 
author thinks it apparent, that the left tefticle is 
more fubje& to ftagnation, and therefore inflam- 


‘mation, than the right ; and confequently muft be 


more liable to farcocele from internal caufes. He 
concludes with obferving, that, after what has been 


faid concerning the nature of this difeafe, the prin- 
ciples upon which it may be cured, when taken 
in the beginning, are fufficiently manifett. 


VI. The- 3 
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Viz 


Therapia Scabiei epidemicae per Diurefin nova, 
fecura, fecundum naturae mechant{mum exacte 
accommodata, et per ipfam experientiam conpir- 
mata, a Chriftiano Ludovico Friderico Linckio, 
M.D. Vid. Nova Acta Phyfico-medica Aca- 
demiae Caefareae Naturae Curtoforum, tom. 
quart. 4to, Norimbergae. 


N this differtation, we are prefented with an 
account of an epidemic itch, which refifted 
the influence of fulphur, mercury, and the other 


means of cure commonly employed. When re- 
- pelled, it produced afthma, vertigo, fever, and, in 


children, convulfions. But it was fuccefsfully re- 


moved by the employment of diuretics. 


The author, previous to his treating of this epi- 


demic, offers fome obfervations on the itch in 


neral. This he defines to be a puftular or veficular 
efflorefcence, generally without fever, appearing,in 
the beginning, with an itchy heat between or 
roundthe fingers. He divides the difeafe into 


‘Kindly and malignant, moift and dry, chronic and 


Ra periodic, 
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| periodic,. fuperficial and deep, fimple and compli- 
ri cated, epidemic and climateric, venereal and wor- 


a my. In proof of this laft fpecies, which has not 

been mentioned by other writers, he mentions. 
| an obitinate cafe of itch, which was cured in eight 

: | days after the evacuation of an incredible number 

; of lumbrici from the ufe of jalap. The proxi- 

mate caufe of the itch, he fuppofes to be a vifcid, 

fharp, ferous humour collected in the membrana 

adipofa, and reaching to the cuticle. 


After thefe obfervations on the itch in general, 
he comes to treat of the epidemic before menti- 
oned, and fets out with recounting the remote 
Pe caufes peculiar to it. One of thefe, he imagines 
to have been the exceffive coldnefs of the weather, 
and the frequent changes in it which the com- 
; q | ; mon people, from their poverty, were not able to 
| guard againft. Another caufe he affigns, was the 
food and-drink which the common people were 
I | obliged to employ. In confequence of fome rai- 
i ny feafons, their fole nourifhment was damaged 
corn; and,as the vines were deftroyed from the 
fame caufe, their drink confifted entirely of fruits 
mixed with water, or more commonly of water 
alone. Befides thefe, he fuppofes, that feveral o- 
ther caufes might operate, which were in common 
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to this epidemic with the ordinary itch, fuch as 
putrid foods of all kinds, fedentary life, previous — 
difeafes, and contagion. He feems to be doubt- 
ful whether animalcules occafion the puftules 
the itch, or only feck a proper nidus there. With 

regard to the prognofis, he is of opinion, that the 
difeafe, if not repelled, is not dangerous, that, if 
joined with catarrh, it is not fo fafe as when with- 
out it; and thata perfon, who, having once reco- 
vered, fuffers a relapfe, is in more danger than o- 
thers. 

The author next proceeds to the method of 
cure, and firft mentions the remedies which were 
commonly employed by the vulgar. Thefe were 
external applications of fulphur, lead, turpentine, 
arfenic, mercury, human and animal urine, cha- 
_ lybeate waters, lime-water, and draftic purgatives, 
Such applications, he obferves, were often at- 
tended with the worlt effects. He next defcribes 
his own method of curing it by means of diure- 
tics. He does not take the merit of this inventi- 
onto himfelf, but acknowledges that he derived 
it from a diflertation written by Mauchartus, in- 
titled Therapia purpurae receptior: tuiior folidior- 
que. He prefers diuretics to fudorifics, becaufe, 
from the extreme veflels on the furface being ob- 
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{tructed, he imagines that, propelling the blood 
there, would rather increafe the difeafe. The diu- 


retic which our author employed, he terms the 
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liquor nitri fixie ‘This he found to anfwer the 
purpofe better than any other. This liquor, he 
tell us, is the folution of an alkaline fulphureous 
falt, obtained by deflagrating nitre with powdered 
charcoal. When rightly prepared, it is of a yel- 
lowith colour, and of a ftrong alkaline tafte. It 
is not, he obferves, a pure alkaline, but contains 
a portion of fulphur, formed by the nitrous acid 
joining the phlogifton of the coals. The exiftence 
of fulphur in this liquor is proved by its colour, 
and by the inflammable precipitate obtained by 
the addition of an acid. He advifes that the 
nitre ufed for this preparation fhould be free 
from all mixture of fea-falt, and that the charcoal 
_fhould be of beech or beet-wood, as containing 
the largeft proportion of phlogifton. The method 
of preparing the liquor here recommended, is de- 
fer:bed in the difpenfatory of Wurtemburg. Af- 
ter cleanfing the primac viae, the author admi- 
niftred this medicine, and, with it, either fome 
mucilaginous deco¢tion, or plentiful dilution. 
with common water. The confequence of this 
was the excretion of very foetid urine, with a 
copious 
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copious fediment. When the acrimony of the 
urine was fo great, as to caufe pains inthe u- 
rethra, pills of foap and lintfeed were given. 
The accidental occurrence of other difeafes, the 


author treated in the common method. But, 


when thofe fymptoms occurred, which have ale 
ready been mentioned as following a retro- 

ceflion of this eruption, he gave camphor in 
large dofes, mixed with abforbents, by which the 
eruption, he tells us, was reftored ; and, after- 
wards, it was cured by the folution of the nitrum- 
fixum. With regard to diet, he did not allow 
his patients meats falted or difficult of digestion ; 
and he forbade the ufe of fermented or {pirituous 
liquors. .The only external application he ufed 
was, water with foap, or almond powder, to clean 
the fkin. But, when malignant ulcers occurred, 
they were treated in the common manner. 
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VI. 


Effays Medical and Experimental, on the following 
Subjects. 1. On the Columbo Root. 2. On the 
Orchis Root. 3. On the Waters of Buxton and 
Matlock in Derbyfbire. 4. On the medicinal 

.U Yes of fixed Airs 5. On the antifeptic and 

— fweetening Powers, and on the Varieties of 
fixed Air. 6. On the noxtous Vapours of Char- 
coal. 7. Qn the Atrabilis. 8. On Sea-Salt. 
9. On Coffee. To which are added, Select 
Eiftories of Difeafes, with Remarks ; and Pro- 

_profals for eftablifhing more accurate and com- 
prehenfive Bills of Mertality. By Thomas 
Percival M. D. F. R.S. & S.A. 8vo, 
London. | 


HE different articles of which Dr Perciva} 

here treats, are confidered in the fame or- 
der in which they are arranged in the title-page. 
He tells us, on the authority of Dr Hope, who 
derived this information from Captain Rainey, 
that the Columbo root grew originally on the 
continent of Afia, and was from thence tranf- 
planted to Columbo, a town in Ceylon, which 
now gives name to it, and fupplies all India with 
it. 
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The Columbo root is brought to this coun- 


try in circular pieces, from half an inch to three 


inches in diameter, and from a quarter of an inch 
to two inches in length. Its fenfible qualities 
are, an aromatic finell, and a difagreeably bit- 
ter, and flightly pungent tafte. With regard to 
its medical properties, the author informs us, 
that Mr Johnfon, a furgeon of eminence, ufed it 


with great fuccefs in the cure of cholera morbus 


in the Eaft Indies. Without ufing any means 
to cleanfe the ftomach or bowels, he found that 


‘it foon ftopt the vomiting ; and that the purging 


and remaining complaints quickly yielded to the 
farther ufe of it. ‘The dofe he gave was from 


half a dram to two drams of the powder, e- 


very three or four hours. Dr Percival informs 
us, that he has frequently obferved falutary ef- 


—feéts from its ufe in diarrhoea and dyfentery ; 


and has more than once experienced its efficacy 


in the vomitings which attend the bilious cholic. 
He farther informs us, that, in bilious fevers, 


fifteen or twenty grains, with an equal or double 


. quantity of vitriolated tartar, given every five or 


fix hours, produced very beneficial effets. By 
the advice of our author, Dr Haygarth of Chefter 


tried it in an epidemic fever, of the bilious kind, 


and 
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and found, that, after the primae viae were un- 
loaded, it was a moft ufeful remedy in allaying the 

natfea and reachings to which patients were liable, 
and likewife in preventing relapfes. 


Befides thefe difeafes, the author recominanndl 
Columbo root in the fevere vomitings and diar- 
rhoea of children during dentition; in a languid 
fiate of the ftomach, attended with want of ap- 
os petite, indigeftion, and flatulence ; in habitual 

| vomitings, proceeding from weaknefs or irritabi- 
lity of the itomach; and in the naufea and vo- 
miting occafioned by pregnancy. To illuftrate 
thefe general obfervations, five cafes are fubjoied, 
after which, he proceeds to relate fome experi- 


ments which he made with Columbo root. In. 
thefe, his views feem principally to have been, 
to difcover the moft proper form of exhibiting 
this medicine, and to determine its power as an 
antifeptic. 
Upon infufing Columbo root in rectified fpirit of 
wine, in French brandy, Madeira wine, white wine, 
diftilled water, white wine vinegar, and hard fpring- 
water, he found that the tincture obtained by rec- 


tified {pirit of wine, was confiderably ftronger than 
any of the reft; that the degree of impregnation 


obtained from the diilerent menftrua, was in the 
order 
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order in which they are enumerated; that the 
infufion of Columbo root is more perifhable than 
that of other bitters; and, that the addition of 
orange-peel renders this infufion lefs ungrateful 
tothe ftomach. 
In the third experiment, Dr Percival defcribes 


a procefs for making an extract of Columbo root, 


which he frequently uled, and found of equal, 
if not fuperior efficacy to the powder itfelf. 

With regard to the aitifeptic power of Colum- 
bo root, it was found that beef kept longer iweet 
in aninfufion of Peruvian bark, than in that Cofo- 
lumbo root. But that the infufion of bark, added 
to putrid ox gall, inftantly produced a coagulation, 
and confiderably increafed its foetor ; whereas, the 
infufion of Columbo root united with it, and cor- 
redted its offenfive fmell. This, Dr Percival ima- 
gines, ferves to explain its action in cholera mor- 
bus, and renders it probable that it would prove 
very falutary in the yellow fever of the Weft In- 
dies. 


From adding an infufion of Columbo root to - 
the alimentary mixture, the author finds that it 
moderates the procefs of digeftion without fu- 
tpending it; and that it boih prevents acidities, 
pnd neutralizes them after they are formed. 


The 
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The laft experiment here related, was made 
with a view of afcertaining the action of Colum- 
bo root on the heart and arteries. pon finding 
that a fcruple had no effet upon his pulfe, the 
author took half a dram of it, His pulfe then 
beat eighty {trokes in a minute 5 but, in ten mi- 
nutes after taking the powder, it became fuller 
and flower by three ftrokes. From this, he con- 
cludes, that the Columbo root does not belong to 
the clafs of heating biiters; and that it may be 


ufed with advantage in phthifis pulmonalis, and 
hectical cafes, to correct acrimony, and ftrengthen 


the organs of digeftion. 


_ The author next treats of the preparation, cul- 
ture, and ufe of the orchis root. From this root, 
which grows well in a dry and not very fertile foil, 
is prepared falep, which formsaconfiderable part 
of the diet of the inhabitants of Turkey, Perfia, 
and Syria. The method of preparing the falep 
isas follows: The new root is to be wafhed in 
water, and the fine brown fkin which covers it, 
is to be feparated by means of a fmall brufh, or 
by dipping the root in warm water, and rubbing 
it with a coarfe linen-cloth. The roots thus 
cleaned, are to be fpread.on a tin plate, and pla- 
ced in an oven, heated to the ufual degree, where 


they 
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they are to remain fix or ten minutes. In this 
time they will have loft their milky whitenefs, and 
acquired a tranfparency like horn, without any 
diminution of bulk. Being arrived at this ftate, 
they are to be removed in order to dry and hard- 
en in the air, which will require feveral days to oe 


- fe& ; or they may be dried in a few hours, by 
—ufing a very gentle heat. | 


Salep, thus prepared, contains a great quantity 
of vegetable aliment; as a wholefome nourifhment, 
it is much fuperior to rice; and has the fingular pro- 
perty of concealing the tafte of falt-water. Hence, 
to prevent the dreadful calamity of famine at fea, 


it has been propofed that the powder of it fhould 


conftitute part of the provifions of every fhip’s 
company. With regard toits medical properties, 
the author obferves, that its reftorative, mucilagie 
nous, and demulcent qualities, render it of con- 
fiderable ufe in various difeafes, when employed 
as aliment ; particularly, in fea fcurvy, diarrhoea, 
dyfentery, fymptomatic fever arifing from the 
abforption of pus, and the ftone or gravel. From 


-thefe confiderations, Dr Percival recommends the 


culture of the orchis root as an object of confide- 
rable importance to the public, and highly merit- 
ing the attention of the rational farmer. 
| The 
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The author next prefents us with fome experi- 
ments and obfervations on the waters of Buxton 
and Matlock in Derbyfhire. The water of St_ 

-Ann’s well at Buxton, is found to contain calca- 
reous earth, fofhl alkali, and fea-falt, but in very 
fmall proportion. The temperature of the bath 
is about 82 degrees of Fahrenheit’s thermometer ; 
and that of St Ann’s well, which is a finaller 
body of water, is fomewhat lefs. The water it-_ 
felf is tranfparent, {parkling, and highly crateful 
to the ftomach. ‘The experiments our author 


made with it were with a view of determining 
its effect upon the pulfe. ‘Thefe experiments ha- 
ving evinced the heating qualities of Buxton wa- 
ter, Dr Percival fuggefts feveral precautions to 
be olferved on the ufe of it. He advifes that 
{mall quantities only fhould be drunk at a time ; 
that the belly fhould be kept open during its ufe ; 
and that, in beginning a courfe of this water, it 
fhould be allowed to remain fome feconds in the 
glafs before it be fwallowed, that fome part of 
the mineral fpirit with which it abounds may be 
diffipated. As the Honourable Mr. Cavendifh 
had difcovered that iron may be fufpended in 
water by means of fixed air, it appeared probable 
to our author, that a chalybeate impregnation 
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might, with facility, be communicated to the Bux- 
ton water. This he found confirmed by experi- 
ment; and heimagines that this artificial water, 
from its agreeable warmth, volatility, levity, and 
gratefulnefs to the palate, will, in manf cafes, be 
preferable to natural chalybeate {prings. 


- Matlock water, the author obferves, is grate- 
ful to the palate and of an agreeable warmth; 
but it fhews no marks of any mineral fpirit. From 
the experiments here narrated, it appears to be 


flightly impregnated with felenites or otier ear- 


thy falts. But it does not feem to contain iron, 
which it has generally been fuppofed to do. It ap- 
pears to have little effect upon the pulfe, In its 
chemical and medicinal qualities, it greatly re- 
fembles Briftol water ; but Dr Percival thinks, that 
it claims a preference to this laft in heétic cafes, 
and other diforders where the circulation is ra-_ 
pid and irregular, as it is lefs difpofed to quicken 
the pulfe, and may, therefore, be taken in larger 
quantities. | 

We are next prefented with fome obfervations 
on the medicinal ufes of fixed air. Having found 
that fixed air may be infpired with impunity, Dr 
Percival has exhibited it as an antifceptic, in more 
than thirty cafes of phthifis pulmonalis. In feve- 
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ral of thefe cafes, the hetic fever was abated ; the 
matter expectorated became lefs offenfive ; and in 


one which was treated by Dr Withering at Staf- 
ford, a perfe& cure was performed. The author 


has li. :ewlfe found fixed air to be of fervice, when 


applied to foul-ulcers and cancers, although, in 
the laft, there be but little profpect of a complete 
cure. He hasalfo found it of great ufe in the 
ulcerous fore throat. 


In malignant fevers, the author propofes that 
wines abounding with fixed air, or Pies 
impregnated with it, fhould be adminiftred, 
check the feptic ferment and fweeten the ote 
colluvies of the primaeviae. In putrid diarrhoea 
and in dyfentery, he farther advifes the injeétion 
of fixed air into the inteftines. Hepropofes, that, 
in place of fimple water, as dire€ted by Dr Prieft- 


dy, an infufion of malt fhould be impregnated 


with fixed air, and is of opinion, that fuch a me- 
dicinal drink might be prefcribed with great 


advantage in fcrophulous complaints, and in thofe | 


diforders in which general acrimony prevails. 
A remedy capable of being applied to fo many 
important purpofes in medicine certainly well de- 
ferves the attention of phyficians. 


The 
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The author next treats of the antifeptic and 
fweetening powers of fixed air, and of its va- 
rieties. He is of opinion, with Dr M‘Bride, 
that fixed air has the power of both retarding 
and correcting putrefaction. The firft of thefe 
effects, he imagines, may be afcribed to its pre- 
venting the farther efcape of fixed air from the 
feptic body ; and the laft, to its abftracting from 
it and holding fufpended the putrid particles 
which it emits. With regrad to the varieties of 
fixed air, from our authors experiments, it ap- 
pears, that the fixed air generated by putrefac-— 
tion poffefles properties different from that ge- 


nerated by the breath of animals, and that the 


fixed air of metals is of a kind different from that 
which is contained in alkalis and calcareous 


‘We are next prefented with fome obfervations 
on the noxious vapours of charcoal, communi- 


cated to the author by Dr Dobfon of Liverpool, 


The baneful influence of the vapours arifing 


from burning charcoal has already been authen- 
ticated by many cafes, and has in general been — 
afcribed to fuffocation. But, from acafe here 

related, as well as from feveral other hiftories 
and obfervations referred to, itis alledged, that 
“Vou. thefe 
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thefe noxious vapours cxert their effects on the brain 
and nerves. For the recovery of thofe who have 
been expofed to fuch vapours, it is propofed, that 
they be carried into the open air, and that the 
air be fanned backwards and forwards to affift its 
action; that that the face, mouth, and noftrils, 
be repeatedly wafhed with cold water; and that, 
as foon as practicable, the patient be got to drink 
fome cold water. Befides this, breathing into 
the mouth of the patient, frictions, cupping, bleed- 
ing, and bliftering, are likeways indicated. Dr 
Percival next fubjoins fome obfervations on the 
atrabilis. He is of opinion, that it is no other 
than bile become acrid by {tagnation in the vefica 


fellea, and rendered vilcid by the abforption of 
its fluid parts. 


From the experiments of Sir John Pringle, it | 
was concluded, that fea falt, applied in’ a {mall 
quantity, quickens putrefaétion. But, fromthe 
_experiments of Dr Percival, it appears, that this 
quality isto be afcribed to the impurity of the 
falt; and that, even when falt has this effect, it 


‘prevents the progrefs of putrefaction beyond a 
certain degree. 


‘The author next fubjoins fome experiments 
on coffee. From thefe experinents it appears 
that it is flightly aftringent; that it moderates 

alimentary 
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alimentary fermentation; and that it is power- 


fully fedative. Its action on the nervous fyftem 


he fuppofes to depend on the oil it contains, which 


‘receives a flight empyreumatic flavour by the 


procefs of roafting, 
_ To thefe experimental effays are annexed 


- feleét hiftories of difeafes, of which the following 


are the principal: 1. A cafe of difficult de- 
glutition cured chiefly by the ufe of mercury. 2. 


- Three cafes of dropfy, the firft of which was re- 
moved by fpontaneous vomiting ; the fecond ter- 


minated fatally, and, upon diffection, the right 
ovarium was found very much enlarged and {cir- 
rhous ; the third likewife ended in death, from a 
violent orthopnoea, which the author imagines pro- 
ceeded from anafarca of the cellular membrane of 
the lungs. 3. A cafe of palfy arifing from the ef- 


-fluvia of lead, in which ele€tricity was fuccefsful- 
ly employed. 4. Two cafes of colic cured by 


the ufe of alum. This remedy is given from ten 
to twenty grains, mixed with an equal propor- 
tion of fugar, gum arabic, or fperma ceti. The 


author informs us, that, in about fifteen 


cafes, he has employed it with fuch fuccefs as 
induces him to propofe it to the trial of other 
phyficians. 5. Four cafes of different difeafes, 

in 
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in which the warm bath was fuccefsfully em- 
ployed. 6.Some mifcellaneous cafes and ob- 
fervations, in which, among other things, we 
have fome account of the Ajava feed, celebrated 
in Eaft Indies for the cure ofcolic; and of the 
remedy propofed by Mr White of York as a fol- 
vent of biliary calculi, which appears to be alcohol 
faturated with oleum terbinthinae aethereum. 


_ This valuable treatife is concluded with a pro- 
pofal for eftablifhing more accurate bills of mor- . 
tality. On this fubject, he propofes, 1. That a 
table of chriftenings, marriages, and burials be kept 
in every place of religious worfhip, to be formed 
into one general bill, and publifhed quarterly or 
annually. 2. That the table of chriftenings fpecify 
the males and females who are baptized, and the 
table of deaths exprefs the males, who die under 

the feveral denominations of children, batchelors, 
married men, and widowers; and the females who - 


die under the correfponding denominations of 
children, maidens, married women, and widows. 


3. That the ages under five be fpecified by fingle 
years, and afterwards by periods of five or ten 
years. 4. Thatthe bills of mortality exprefs par- 
ticularly the number dying of each difeafe, in the 
feveral divifions of life, and different feafons of the 

year. 
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year. For this purpofe, he propofes that two ta- 


bles fhould be kept, the one of deaths, the other 


of difeafes. The fcheme might certainly be car- 
ried into execution, with no great degree of trou- 
ble ; and, if conduéted with accuracy, would un- 
queftionably afford the moft important inftructi- 
ons to the philofopher as well as the phyfician. 


Experiments and Obfervations on the following Sub- 


jects. ift, On the Preparation, Calcination, and 
medicinal U fes of Magnefia Alba. 2.Onthe folvent 
Qualities of calcined Magnefia. 3.Onihe Variety 
inthe folvent Powers of Quick-lime, when ufed in 
different Quantities. 4.On various Abforbents, 
as promoting or retarding Putrefaction. 5. On 
the comparative antifceptic Powers of Vegetable 
Infufions prepared with Lime, &'c. 6. On the 

 fweetening Properties of fixed Air ; by Thomas 
Henry Apothecary. 8vo, 


WN the firft chapter of this treatife, the 
author fets out with giving us an ac- 


count of an improved method for preparing 
3 magnefia 
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ant magnefia alba, which he was induced to publifh, PY 
We from obferving that the magnefia generally to be ms 
ae found in the fhops, is either extremely coarfe, or, is 
I; which is {till worfe, often fophifticated with calca- me 
it -reous fubftances, differing from true mag- 
nefia. 
id Magnefia was originally prepared from a liquor . 
called the mother of nitre. Hoffman prepared it 4 


from the bittern remaining after the cryflallization 
of fea falt. And Dr Black employed the factiti- ' 
ous E:pfom falt forthe fame purpofe. The author 

of the treatife now before us, directs that it fhould 
be prepared in the following manner. 


Diffolve, fays he, any quantity of fal catharti- 
cus amarus, commonly called Epfom falt, in its 
own weight of water, filter the liquor, and add 
to it, by degrees, a filtrated folution of pearl 

-afhes in an equal quantity of water, f{tirring them 
gently, untilthe mixed liquors have acquired the 
appearance of a complete coagulum, then ceafe 
adding any more of the alkaline lixivium; and ha- 
ving diluted the precipitate, and mixed it intimate- 
ly with a finall quantity of hot water, immediately 
throw the mixture into a large quantity of boiling 
water : Keep it boiling for a quarter of an hour, 

then 
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then take it out, and put it into glazed earthen 
veffels. As foon as the powder has fubfided, and 
before the water be quite cold, pour it off, and 


add a frefh quantity of boiling water ; repeat thefe 


ablutions with feveral parcels of hot water, tillthe — 
liquor has entirely lo.t its faline tafte. ‘Then let 
it be fo agitated as to fufpend the finer parts of 
the powder ; in which tate, decant it into cther 


-veffels, and having feparatedthe water trom the 


magnefia, by inclinaticn, put it on large chalk 
ftones, till a confiderable part of the humidity be 
abforbed. ‘Then wrap it up in fhects of white pa- 
per, and dry it before the fire. Pour hot water 
on the remaining powder, ftir it, decant it in its 
turbid ftate, and feparate the magnefia from the 
water as before. By thefe means, adds he, the 


whole or moft of it will be reduced to an equal de- 


of finenefs. | 
In this procefs, the author advifes, that parti- 
cular attention fhould be paid to the purity of the 
water. He prefers rain water collected free from 
impurity, or clear river water. ‘The drying, he 
tells us, fhould be performed with expedition ; for 
which reafon, the chalk-ftones fhould be expofed — 


to a moderate degree of heat. He concludes 
with directing, that the veffels fhould be carefully 
84 covered, 
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covered, that no duft may enter, and that clean- 
linefs fhould be particularly attended to through 
the whole procefs. 


After this account of the procefs for making 
magnefia, Mr Henry nest prefents us with fome 
mifcellaneous obfervations. — Magnefia, he ob- 
ferves, poffeffes a purgative power, which the cal- 
careous earths entirely want. This he afcribes 
to its forming with all the acids a purging falt. 


But he farther alledges, that it is to be confider- 


ed as an earth fui generis, and is even of itfelf 


in fome degree purgative, independent of its junc- 


tion with any acid. With regard to Dr Cado- 


1 
gan’s procefs for making magnefia, he obferves, 


that the proportion of lixivium tartari to the fal 


catharticus amarus is greatly infufficient to preci- 
-pitate the magnefia, and that the preference which 


the Doctor gives to fal tartari over potafhes, is not 
well founded, and proves only an unneceflary re- 
finement. 


Mr Dale Ingram had alledged, that pure mage 
nefia could not be prepared from fa@titious Epfom 


falt, but was to be obtained only from Epfom wa- 


ters. Tothis, Mr Henry replies, that magnefia 


earth is univerfally allowed to be the fame, from 
whatever fubftance it be obtained, provided it be 
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feparated in a pure ftate; and that Mr Ingram’s — 
procefs, while it has no advantage, mutt be attend- 
ed with great trouble and expence, as, in order 
to procure a fingle pound of magnefia, it will be 


-neceffary for him to evaporate above fixty gallons 


of water, to between five and fix pints, before he 
begins the precipitation. 

The author proceeds, in the third chapter, to 
enumerate the: medical properties of magnefia. 
He fets out with mentioning its utility as an ab- 
forbent, in diforders of the ftomach and bowels a- 
rifing from acidity. It has been efteemed hurt- 
ful in bilious habits, where there is a difpofition 


in the ftomach contrary toacidity. Ofthis, how- 


ever, our author is doubtful; and, where putrid 
bile is to be corrected, he thinks good purpofes 
may. be anfwered, by taking magnefia, with an a- 
cid in the ftate of effervefcence, as the fixed air, 
thus extricated, will correct the putridity of the 


contents of the inteftines, while they are, at the 


fame time, evacuated downwards. Although he 
does not pofitively affert that it is ufeful in difeafes 
of the fkin, yet he is of opinion, that, in fuch ca- 
fes, from entering the circulation in the form of 
a mild neutral falt, it may act as an excellent al- 
terative, proving both diaphoretic and diuretic. 
Having 
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Having given this detail of the medicinal pro- 
perties of magnefia in its natural ftate, he next 
proceeds to treat of calcined magnefia. He agrees 
with Dr Black in thinking that the changes produ- 
ced on magnefia by calcination arife from its being 
thus deprived of fixed air. When employed in 

this ftate for medical purpofes, he tells us, that 
it produces none of thofe difagreeable effeéts in 
the ftonach which arife from the extrication of © 


the fixed air of uncalcined magnefia ; and that 
it proves nearly as opericnt as a doubie quantity of 
uncalcined magnetia. He is of opinion, that it 
may be ufeful in diflenfions of the bowels, arifing 
from flatus ; that it may be fuccelsfully employed 
as a cathartic with patients labouring under the 
ftone, who are ufing the lixivium faponaceum ; 
and that, joined with warm aromatics, it may be 

of fervice in correcting the great flatulency which 
fo much afflicts people of a gouty difpofition. 
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In the fixth chapter, the author confia s the 
action of various abforbents as promoting or re- 
tarding putrefadion. We are here prefented 

eight experiments. From the firft, it appears. 
that magnefia, in common with other abforbents, © 
proves confiderably antifeptic to animal flefh. The 
fecond, on the contrary, fhews, that calcined mag- | 

nefia 
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nefia is pofleffed of ftrong antifeptic powers. But, . 
in the third and fourth experiments, when mag- 


nefia was added to ox-gall, it retarded putrefac- 
tion very confiderably, whether applied in a na- 
tural or acalcined ftate. And, from the fifth and 


fixth experiments, we farther learn, that magnefia 
has a power of fweetening ox-bile already pu- 


trid. 


In the feyenth experiment, the author compares 


‘the relative feptic powers of different abforbents, 


Bile, mixed with crab’s eyes, grew putrid in for- 


ty-eight hours; with chalk, in twelve hours ; with. 


magnefia, on the ninth day ; with pulvis e chelis 
cancrorum, on the tenth; with pulvis contrayervae 
compofitus it was preferved free from corruption 


for about three weeks; and, with calcined magne- 


fia, no change was obferved upon it for above the 
fpace cf a month. By the laft experiment, it was 
found, that chalk and magnefia, neutralized with 
diftilled vinegar, preferved bile feveral days 
longer than a folution of the artificial Epfom falt. 
From thefe experiments, Mr Henry concludes, that 
all teftaceous and abforbent medicines are by no 
means improper in fevers of a putrefcent type; 
that, where bile is fufpe€ted to be the caufe of any 
putrid difeafe, thofe antifeptics fhould be prefcri- 
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bed which particularly impede its corruption ; 
that, as calcined magnefia is a more powerful an- 
tifeptic than moft other abforbents, it merits a pre- 
ference to thefe ; and that, where an acid caco- 
chymy prevails, magnefia, or other abforbents, ta- 
ken immediately before or after meal-time, may, 
by increafing the putrefactive fermentation of a- 
nimal food, be of very good fervice. 

The feventh chapter contains fome experiments 
for afcertaining the folvent powers of calcined 
magnefia. Dr M‘Bride had found, that lime, tri- 
turated with r<‘inous gums, promoted their folu- 
tion in water ; but, at the fame time, that it com- 
municated to them a highly difagreeable tafte. 
From Mr Henry’s experiments, it appears that 


_magnefia, while it has an equal power in promo- 


ting folution, is not attended with this inconveni- 


ence. Thus, therefore, we have an eafy and very 


elegant method of preparing aqueous tin@tures 
from the gum-refins. Thefe tinctures, however, 
he obferves, are calculated only for extempora- 


neous prefcription, as moft of them depofite a fe- 


diment when they have been kept for a week or 

two. 
In the eighth chapter, the author treats of the 
various folvent powers of quick-lime in different 
quanti- 
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quantities. . As a menftruum, well calculated for 
diffolving vegetable aftringents, feemed to be a 
defideratum in pharmacy, he refolved to try how 
far the folvent power of water could be increafed 
by means of quick-lime. With a view of afcer- 
taining this, a determined quantity of Aleppo 
galls, Oak-bark, Peruvian bark, Snake-root, Co- 
lumbo root, Contrayerva root, Jalap, Ipecacuan, 
and Rhubarb, were each rubbed, for an equal 
length of time, with four ounces of rain-water; 
with two fcruples of quick-lime, and the fame 
quantity of rain-water as before ; and with four 
ounces of lime-water. 


From the refult of thefe experiments, it appear- 
ed, that the addition of quick-lime triturated with 
the roots, impeded their folution in water. This 
the author afcribes to the lime being in greater 
quantity than the vegetable could faturate with | 
fixed air, by which means, the water would be- 
come fo impregnated with lime, as to be unfit to 
aét upon.the vegetable. But, it farther appear- 
ed, that lime-water extracted the foluble parts of 
many aftringent vegetables, and efpecially their 
colouring principles, more powerfully than diftill- 
ed water, 


Mr Henry 
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Mr Henry next proceeds to examine the com: 
parative antifeptic powers of the different infufions 
above mentioned. With this view, pieces of 
beef were put into them. From what appeared 
upon this trial, he concludes, that lime-water, 
when ufed in fuch a quantity, in extracting the 


virtues of vegetables, as not to be faturated with 
the fixed air it receives from them, ftrongly coun- 


teracts putrefaction, although it deftroy the tex- 


ture of animal bodies expofed to its action. But, 


when employed for the fame purpofe, in fuch a 
proportion as to be fully faturated with air, it in- 
creafes the antifeptic power of the vegetable, and 
does not diminifh cohefion in the fibres of animal 


bodies expofed to its action. 


Mr Henry concludes tihis ingenious treatife 
with confidering the fweetening properties of 


fixed air. The experiments of Dr M‘Bride on 


this fubject were rendered in fome degree doubt- 
ful by thofe afterwards publifhed by Dr Alex- 
ander. ‘The experiments with which we are 


here prefented were made with a view of deter- 


‘mining this point. They are three in number ; 


and the refult of them fhews, that fixed air 


powerfully corrects the foetor of putrid fub- 
ftances. By fome it has been fuppofed, that this 


property 
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property of fixed air might depend on the acid 
it contained; but, from fix experiments which 
are here related, there feems to be no foundation 
for fuch a fuppofition. He concludes, there-— 
fore, that it muft be afcribed to fome other prin- 
ciple not yet afcertained. 


Del? azione del Cuore ne’ Vaft fanguign nuove of 
fervazioni dell’ Abate Spallanzani, Sacerdote 
della Congregazione della B. Vergine, e. 
_S§. Carlo di Modena Profeffore di Filofofia nell? 
Univerfita e Collegio de’ Nobili, Membro della 
Societt Reale di Londra. 8vo, Modena. 


LTHOUGH we have not had an opportuni- 
ty of examining this ingenious treatife itfelf, 
yet we flatter ourfelves that the account here 
-_ given of it, which is taken from the laft volume 


of the Leipfick Commentaries, will not be un- 
Ls acceptable to moft of our readers. 


This work is writtcn in the form of letters to 
Dr Haller, ar contains obfervations concerning 
4 the motion of the blood, made upon a plan which 


huniel’ nad before pointed out. It may, how- 
be obierved, thac the experiments of Haller 
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were made principally upon frogs, and thofe of 
this author upon the water falamander. The trea- 
tife itfelf is divided into fix chapters, which treat 
of the aétion of the heart upon the largeft, 
the middle-fized, and the finalleft arteries, upon 
the fmalleft, the middle-fized, and the largeft 


veins. 


. 


Upon laying open the thorax, the motion of 
the heart can be diftin@ly feen through the peri- 
-cardium, which is exceedingly thin. He obferves, 
however, that the heart, while included in the peri- 
cardium, does not, in its diaftole, raife itfelf fo hi ghas 

- when that membrane is cut away. Inthe firft cafe, it 
afcends in a curve line from the left towards the 


| 


right fide; but, in the laft cafe, it afcends perpen- 
dicularly. Aiter examining a hundred and fifty 
falamanders, he could never difcover one in which 
the liquor pericardii was wanting. He obferves, 
that the blood rufhing into the auricle affumes a 
reder colour than it had before, which he afcribesto 
its being accumulated in greater quantity. The blood 
inthe aorta, he tells us, does not flowin a continued 
{tream ; and, after an animal had been long fub- 
jected to an experiment, he could difcover mo- 
ments at which this veffel was entirely empty. 
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In the middle-fized arterial vefle’s, if the ani- 
mal be very lively, the motion is in a great mea- — 
fure uniform. But, upon the animals being debi- 
litated, the blood moves flower in their diaftole 


than in the fyftole, At length, in their diaftole, 


the motion either ceafes entirely or is retrograde. 
This flux and reflux, our author terms an ofcillato- 
ry motion. This ofcillation in the mefentery feems 
to begin at the fame inftant, both in the trunk 
and {mall branches.. But, in the lungs, it feems 


to begin in the {mall arteries, and proceed gradu- 


ally tothe larger branches. No air, he tells us, 
can be difcovered in the blood, unlefs when there 


is a rupture of veilels; and then it forms glo- 


bules much larger than thofe of the blood. 


The finalleft or capillary arteries, every where 
obfervable in the body, are not all fo narrow as to 
allow a paflage only for one globule of blood. In 

thefe, the blood moves only alittle flower than in 


the middle-fized arteries. But, upon the ani- © 


mals being long tormented, the ofcillatory motion 
above defcribed begins fooner in them, and the 
motion of the blood in them fooner ceafes altoge- 
ther. ‘This author, as well as Dr Haller, difcos 
vered that the red globules, in veffels of every di- 
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ameter, fwim in another fluid, the particles of 
which are invifible. 


Dr Haller was unable to difcover whether the 


red globules change their figure or not.- Fonta- 
_na,, however, had obferved this in the pulmona- 


ry veflels of frogs. And our author confirms it 
from his obfervations on the veflels in the gills of 
the falamander. Te obferved particularly, that, 
where thefe veflels formed an acute angle, the 
globules affumed a femilunar figure, and did not 
recover their former fhape tillthey had paffed the - 
angle. 
His next obfervations are upon the venous {y= 
ftem. Dr Haller had not been able to difcover 
the beginning of veins in the mefentery of a frog, 
nor could Spallanzani in that of a falamander. 
The fize of the fmalleft veins which he difcovered,, 
was fuch, thata fingle globule could move in them 
without friction ; but, at the fame time, it came fo 
near in contact with the fides of the veffel, that 
the fpace between them could not be meafured. 
From experiments, he found, that the fmalleft 
veins are fubject to the motion of the heart; and, 
while its vigour remained entire, he could difco- 
ver no difference between the celerity of the 
-blood’s motion in thefe and in the {mall arteries. 
| But, 
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But, upon the force of the heart being weakened, 
_thecelerity of the blood’s motion began to languifh 
in the fmall veins, before it did fo in the {mall arte- 
ries. He found, that the motion of the blood in 
the trunks of veins was greater than in the 

branches, wien many of thefe joined together. 


But this celerity was not equally encreafed, when | 


a finall number of branches joined together. This 
difference of celerity, he obferved to extend to 
the conjunétion of even the fmalleft branches. 


Dr Haller had obferved, that, upon a {mall 
branch of a vein being inferted into a larger, the 
celerity of the blood’s motion in the latter, was of- 
ten fo great as to impede the ingrefs of blood 
from the former. This the author found parti- 
cularly confirmed in the inftance of the fmall veins, 
which after creeping upon the aorta form them- 


{elves into a fmall trunk, and then land in the vena | 


With regard to the middle-fized veins, the au- 
thor obferves, that he could difcover no diffe- 
rence between the colour of the blood in thefe 
and in arteries of the fame fize. This he adduces 
asa farther confirmation that the change of co- 
lour in the blood depends entirely on the aggre 
gation of the globules. In the mefentery he found 
the veins both more numerous and larger in di- 
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ameter than the arteries. But, if the animal was 
vigorous, the motion of the blood in both was e-- 
qual, except that the impulfe of the heart could 
: not be diftinguifhed in the veins. In the trunk of 
the pulmonary vein, however, he difcovered an 
uncommon velocity, the motion of the blood herc 
being about two-thirds quicker than in the other 
middle-fized veins. While the circulation con- 
tinued vigorous, he could not difcover whether: 
the blood moved more quickly in the axis of the 
veins or at the fides. But, when the circulation 
became languid, the former of thefe evidently 
took place. By flightly wounding a vein, as 
well as an artery, globules of elaftic air can, 
with facility, be introduced into the blood. | 


In the laft chapter, the author treats of tlic 
largeft-fized veins, that is, of the fuperior and 
inferior cava. Thecelerity of the blood in thefe 
he did not find to be greater than in the middle- 
fized veins. ‘The blood in the fuperior cava had 
not an equable motion, but entered the heart in 
alternate waves; and the pullation of either vena 
cava was found to be varied in proportion to its 
fize. ‘The author concludes this treatife with a- 
gain illuftrating, by new examples, the effect 
which the infertion of finall veins into larger ones 
has upon the celerity of the blood. 
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1X. 


Memoire fur un Moyen de diffoudre la Réfine 


Caoutchouc, connue préfentement fous le nom 
_ de Réfine élaftique de Cayenne, et de /a faire 

reparoitre avec toutes Jes qualities. Par M. 
“Macquer. Vid. Hiftoire de L’ Academie Royale 
Sciences, Année 1768. 4to, Paris, 


H E: properties of this refin, which is 
found in dirlerent parts of South Ame- 
rica and Afia, render it one of the moft 

fingular productions of the vegetable kingdom. 
No fubftance is yet known which is at the fame 


_ time fo pliable and fo elaflic; and it is farther a 
matter of curiofity, as being capable of refifting . 


the action of very powerful menttrua. 


From the account of M. dela Condamine, we 
learn, that this fubftance ouzes out, under the 


form ef a vegetable milk, from incifions made in 
a certain fpecies of tree in the country in which it 
is found. This liquor gradually dries, and is for- 


med into a fubftance.of the appearance cf leather, 
which is in a very high degree pliable and elaftic; 
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while at the fame time it poffeffes a confiderable 
degree of folidity. On account of thefe proper- 
ties, the Omaguas, a numerous nation on the 
banks of the river of the Amazons, employ this 
refin, while yet in a ftate of milk, for making dif- 
ferent utenfils, as goblets, bottles, and the like. 
As the fame properties would render it of fingu- 
lar utility for many other purpofes in arts, philo- 
fophers have long wifhed to difcover fome method 
of diffolving it in fuch a manner that it could af- 
fume different figures with equal eafe, as when in 
its original ftate of milk. Inthe memoir now be- 
fore us, we have an account of the manner in 
which this end may be effected. 


The ftate of vegetable milk in which the Caout- 
chouc refin is found when it comes from the 
tree, led Mr Macquer to imagine, that it was 

compofed of an oil and a watery matter. From its 
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wanting aromatic flavour, from its little volatility, 
and from its being incapable of fojution in fpirit — 
_ of wine, he concluded that the oil which eptered > 
its compofition was not aneffential, but a fatty i 
one. Hence he thought it probable, that it pafled 
from a fluid to a folid form, by the evaporation 
of the watery part; and that the oily folvents - 
would reduce it to a foft {tate. 


The 
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The firft trials he made for diffolving it were 
with lintfeed oil, effence of turpentine, and feve- 
ral others. But all-he could obtain by means of 


»  thefe menftrua, was a vifcid fubltance incapable of" 
7 being hardened, and totally void of elafticity. | 


reétified effential oil of turpentine was em- 
ployed with feemingly greater fuccefs. To fepa- 
rate from this menftruum the caoutchouc which 
it had diffolved, Mr Macquer added fpirit of wine 
to it. But the confequence was, that part only 
of the oil united with the fpirit, the reft remained 
obftinately attached to the refin which it had dif , 
folved, and thus prevented it from afluming a {fo- 
lid confiftence. 


The author next endeavoured to diffolve it by 
means of heat in Papin’s digefter. But neither 
water nor fpirit of wine, although, in this way, 
capable of foftening the hardeft bones, could pro- 
duce any other effet upon it, than to render it 
more firm than before. After this, he tried what 
: effet the milky juice of other vegetables would 
have upon it. He ufed feveral kinds, particularly 
that of the fig. But, in this way, he could obtain 
no folution. From the great volatility of aether, 


he was next induced to try it as a menftruum; 
and for this purpofe prepared fome with great at- 
T 4 tention. 
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tention. The caoutchouc cut into little bits, and 
put into a proper veffel, with as much of this ae- 
ther as was fufficient to cover it, was perfectly dif- 
folved without any other heat than that of the at- 
mofphere. This folution was tranfparent and of 
an amber colour. It ftill preferved the fmell of 
the aether, but mixed with the difagreeable odour 
of the caoutchouc, and it was a little lefs fluid 
than pure acther. Upon its being thrown into 
water, no milky liquor was produced, but there 
rofe to the furface a folid membrane which poffef- 
- fed the great elafticity and other peculiar proper- 
ties of the caoutchouc. 


The Indian method of forming bottles, goblets, 
| and other utenfils of the caoutchouc, is by 
_« making moulds of clay, which they cover with 
thin layers of the caoutchouc, taking care never _ 
to lay ona frefh one till the former be dry. Af- 
ter it has acquired the proper thicknefs, by an in- 
ftrument fitted for the purpofe, they take out 

the clay. 


The fame procefs may be followed in form- 
ing veffeis of the caoutchouc diffolved in aether, 
But, in for.;.ing fmall veffels, Mr Macquer did 
not employ moulds of clay, but of wax, which 
were eafily removed by throwing the veflel, after 
it was finifhed, into boiling water. 
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COMMENTARIES. 


Diffirtatia medica inauguralis, de Balneo; Auc- 
tore Bartholomxo Parr. 8vo, E dinburgi. 


this differtation on’ thie warm bath, ‘the au- 
thor confines himfelf entirely to the effedts 


of fimple warm water. He divides his fubjects 
into four parts. In the firft, he treats of the 


effects of the warm bath ; in the fecond, of its ufe 


in difeafes; in the third, of its abufe; and, in the 
fourth, of its adminiftration. © 

He obferves, that the effects of the warm bath 
on the fimple folids, and on the fecretions, 
have been accurately detailed; but that the 
changes it induces on the pulfe, and on the heat 
of the body, have either been entirely neglected 
or confidered only, at leaft in as far as they have 
been the fubject of experiment, ina flight and 
curfory manner. Hence, to afcertain thefe 
changes more exactly, he has made many ex- 
periments on different people, with the relule 
of which we are here prefented. 


When the water in the bath raifed Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer 
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298 Dt ¢ AL 
. thermometer to 96 degrees, he found that the f 
: heat of the body and the pulfe were either not f 
: changed, or were fo in a flight degree only. The i 
| fuperficial veins did not {well in the bath. But, E 
| after coming out of it, the urine was difcharged : 
in a larger quantity then ufual, and the perfpi- 
ration feemed to be encreafed. 
With the water at 98 degrees, the heat of the body . ‘ 
was not changed ; the pulfe was very little quicken- : 
ed; and, after anhour, returned to its natural ftate. 
‘The face was fomewhat fwelled and red, and was 
alfo a little moift ; but there was no apparent 
fweat upon it. After coming out of the bath at 
this heat, the pulfe feemed lefs frequent than na- © FE 
tural, and a very copious perfpiration enfued. 4 
At a hundred degrees, in a man whofe pulfe : 
was naturally fixty, after twenty-five minutes con- F 
tinuance in the bath, it was raifed to feventy-two, EB 
and became fuller than natural. ‘The heat of his ; 
body was increafed two degrees, his face began to 
fweat, but not copioufly. ‘The fuperficial veins 
in other parts of the body were {carcely {welled ; 
the cuticle was much wrinkled; and, at length, 4 
fome degree of giddinefs came on. After coming \ 
out, his pulfe feemed flower than natural, and 
there 
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there was no fweat, but a copious perfpira- 
tion. 


At a hundred and two degrees, the pulfe, in 


half an hour, was encreafed thirty-two ftrokes in 


a minute; and the heat of the body was aug-— 
mented four degrees. The face foon became 
~ flufhed; and, after ten minutes continuance in 


the bath, fweat ftood in drops upon it. On ca- 
ming out, the perfon was put in a bed between 
blankets, and fweated profufely. But, in a fhort 
time, the pulfe and heat of the body returned to 
the natural ftandard. 


At a hundred and four degrees, the pulfe and 
heat were as much increafed in twenty minutes 


as in the laft experiment after half an hour. 


When the water came up to the thorax, the 
breathing was frequent and laborious. The fu- 
perficial veffels were much {welled, and the face 
very red, while the {weat ran down it in full 
ftreams. ‘The cuticle continued fmooth, and 
there was no remarkable anxiety ; but, after twen- 
ty minutes, a flight vertigo enfued. The fweat, 
upon coming out of the bath, was very copious ; 
and it was a quarter of an hour before the heat 


and pulfe returned to the natural ftandard. 
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At a hundred and fix degrees, all the fymp- 
toms mentioned in the laft experiment were much — 
increafed. The heat of the water was almoft in- 
tolerable. A vertigo and confufion came on in 
five minutes ; and, in a quarter of an hour, nau- 


fea and faintifhnefs enfued. On coming out, the 
fweat was ftill more copious than before. The 
cheat of the body foon returned to its natural 
{tate ; but, even after half an hour, the pulfe ftili 
continued fuller and quicker than natural. 


The effects of the pediluvium 4 were nearly the 
fame with thofe of the warm bath ; but the-chan- 
q ges from equal degrees of heat were lefs confi- 
ne | derable. ‘The veffels in the feet were foon fwell- 
q | ed from it; but it required fome time before any 
| change took place in thofe of the hands, — 


4 After narrating thefe experiments, the author 
proceeds to confider the caufes of the effects 
} which have been pointed out. And, firft, he 
treats of the changes induced on the fimple folids, 
ia Of thefe, he thinks, the cuticle only is relaxed by 
the heat and moifture of the warm bath ; for it 
= feems to prevent watery fluids from pafling it ; 
and, even if they fhould pafs, a cellular fubftance 


i filled with oil would prevent their farther pro- 
: grefs. 


The 
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) The changes which warm bathing has, in ge- 

4 neral, been fuppofed to produce upon the blood, 

E are an increafe of its fluidity and its bulk. The 
firft of thefe he allows may happen, both in con- 
fequence of an abforption of water, and of be- 
ginning putrefaction. He thinks, however, that 
it will, in moft cafes, be obviated by the fecre- 
tions being increafed. With regard to the in- 
creafe of bulk, he entertains many doubts. He 
obferves, that there is no rule by which we can, 
‘@ priori, determine the expanfility of any fluid. 
Sauvages and Haller had endeavoured to determine 

fubject by experiments upon the blood put 
into a thermometer ; from which they concluded, 
that it poflefled but a {mall degree of expanfility. 
But our author is of opinion, that thefe experi- 
ments cannot be entirely trufted, as, in letting the 
blood, fome portion of it, particularly an aerial 
matter, flies away. Upon this, however, its ex- 
panfility may depend. But, after all, he is in- 
clined to believe, that the great fwelling of the 
veins obfervable upon warm bathing cannot be 
folely produced by an expanfion of the blood, 
but mutt, in fome degree, be owing to a diminifh- 
ed tone of the containing veffels. 


After this, he proceeds to confider the chan- 
ges induced on the nervous fyftem. He fets out 
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302 te Aa t 
with adducing fome proofs, that a fympathy 
fifts between the extreme veffels and other parts; 
and, on this footing, proceeds to explain thefe 
Bi : changes. He is of opinion, that, by the immediate 
contact of warm water, the extreme veflels will 
Bi a be relaxed; and that this relaxation will, by fym- 
pathy, be communicated to other parts. Hence, 
it | | the fhrivelled fkin, the foft and full pulfe, the 
| i {welling of the veins, and the debility and increa- 
ii : fed fenfibility of the nervous power. But this re- 
iil laxation feldom occurs, without fome appearance 
ri of a ftimulus, which feems to depend upon the 
i heat of the water. In confequence of this, the 
i pulfe becomes more frequent, the furface fwells, 
ve ‘andthe excretions are increafed. The frequent 
laborious refpiration depends, he thinks, on 
ae the rarefaction of the air in the lungs, which com- 
preffes the blood-veflels, and brings ona difficulty 
is in the circulation, which can only be remedied by 
an increafed infpiration, 
i Having thus endeavoured to point out, and ex- 


plain the effects of the warm bath, the author next. | 
proceeds to treat of its ufe. As its only conftant 
and confiderable effects arife from a change in the 
vital folids, it is, he obferves, from fuch achange 
alone that any indications can be drawn. The 
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two principal effects of this kind are ftimulant and 


fedative. 


Asia fedative, the warm bath, he tells us, may 
be ufed, 1/, To relax the extreme veffels, and, 
in confequence of that, the whole fyftem. And, 
2dly, To produce derivation to the furface, or to | 
any particular part. With the firft of thefe inten- 
tions, it is ufed, he tells us, in difeafes arfing 
from too little irritability, and in thofe which pro- 
ceed from a contraction of the mufcular fibres. 
To illuftrate this, fome obiervations are fubjoined. 
concerning-the ufe of the warm bath in particular 
difeafes. The difeafes which he confiders as ari- 
fing from diminifhed irritability are melancholy 
and hypochondriafis. And thofe of which he 
treats as arifing from increafed contraction, are 
hyfteria, epilepfy, tetanus, fever, fmall-pox, plague, 
haemorrhagy, phlegmafiae, amenorrhoea, ileus, 
calculus, and tuflis convulfiva. From its power of 
producing derivation, it is ufeful, he tells us, in 
difeafes depending on acrimony, and on altered 
determination. He illuftrates the firit of thefe 
by fome remarks on its employment in cutaneous 
difeafes, hydrophobia, and fyphilis ; and the laft, 
by fome obfervations on its ufe in diarrhoea and 
long continued catarrh. 


As 


“> 
‘ 
of 
¥. 
= 
] 
+ ‘ ° 
J 
> 
4 


As a ftimulus, warm bathing, he oblerves, ig 
ufed only to increafe the nervous power, when 
morbidly diminifhed. To illuftrate this, he offers 
fome remarks on its employment in palfy, chronic 
rheumatifm, and contracted limbs. 


The author next proceeds to treat of the a- 
bufe of warm bathing. ‘Lhe inconveniences 
thence arifing are derived from the fame fources 
which are the foundation of its ufe, that is, from 
its {timulant and fedative powers.. As a fedative, 
he obferves, it is hurtful in chlorofis, amenor- 
rhoea depending upon debility, and feurvy. In 
this veiw likeways, when the heat is much in- 
creafed, it becomes hurtful in tetanus, hyfteria, 
plague, and putrid fever. Asa ftimulus, it is 
hurtful where any of the vifcera are obftructed, 
or where there are crudities in the primae viae. 
It is alfo to be forbid with thofe liable to haemor- 
rhagies, and with pregnant women. ‘The author 
farther obferves, that Hoffman has remarked its 
producing fatal confequences after a fit of anger ; 
and, laftly, he is of opinion, that it will be hurt- 
ful to afthmatics, from the difficulty of — 
which it occafions. 


The laft fubjeC of which our author here treats, 
is the adminiftration of the warm bath. This 
he 
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he obferves, has ina great meafure been confider- 
ed already. If we wih for its fedative effects, he 
thinks, that the heat fhould not be more than 98 
or 100 degrees, and that the patient fhould conti- 

nue in it for an hour orlonger. But, if a ftimu-_ 
lus be wanted, the heat, he tells us, fhould at the 
iirft be 106 degrees, and, if poffible, increafed 
till fome naufea or vertigo come on. When the 
warm bath is ufed in fpafmodic cafes, or to eva- 
cuate any morbid matter, the patient, he obferves, 
on coming out of it, is in general directed to be 
laid in flannel; but, if this be difagreeable, his 
linen is ordered to be well dried and frequently 
changed. But fhirts of cotton-cloth, he obferves, 
probably poffefs the advantages of both. 
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Medical Obfervations. 


I, 


Cafes of Putrid Fevers, in which fixed Air was 
injected into the Inteftines, with apparent Ad- 
vantage, by Thomas Percival, M. D. F.R.S. 
and 5. A.. 
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Bout twelve months fince, my learned 
friend, the reverend Doétor Prieftly, fug- 
gelted to me the trial of fixed air in putrid fevers, 
adminiftred under the form of clyfters. AndI was 
foon after favoured, by a gentleman of eminence 
in his profeffion at Leeds, with a very fatisfatto- 
ry hiftory of the fuccefsful exhibition of this reme- 
dy, of which the following is an abridged ac- 
count. 


CASE 
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-, a young gen- 


January 8.1772. MrL 
tleman, was feized with a fever, which, after conti- 
nuing about ten days, began to be attended with 
thofe fymptoms which indicate a putrecent {tate 
in the fluids. 


18. His tongue was black, he dozed much, his 


pulfe was low, and beat 110 ftrokes in a minute, 


and his belly was loofe. 


. His: ftupor increafed, ‘and he fometimes 


voided his urine and foeces without giving notice 


to his attendants. His fkin was dry and harfh, but 
without petechiae ; and his ftools were hot, watery ; 


black, and very foetid. 


22. The preceeding fymptoms continued with 


— increafed violence, arid a fubfultus tendinum came 


on, riotwithftanding the ufe of the Peruvian bark, 


—tormentil root, elixir of vitriol, tinéture of rofes, 


and every means which the fkill or experience of 
his phyficians could fuggeft. A different method 
of cure was, therefore, propofed and carried into 


execution. .The patient was directed to drink 
freely of orange-wine, which retained its fweet- 
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nefs, and was in brifk fermentation, The tindture 
of bark was continued, and the water which was 
mixed with it was impregnated with mephitic air 


* 


an “As 


from a large vat of fermenting wort. laftead of 
aftringent .clyfters, air fet free from an effervil 
cing mixture of chalk and the acid of vitriol was 
injected by means of the inftrument which is ufed 
for conveyi ing the fumes of tcbacco into.the in- 
22. His {tools were lefs fr equent their heat.and 
foetor were likewile confideravly diminifhed ; his 
ftupor was much abated ; and the abfultus 


num had left him. 


24. Ile was much better, and there Greed tc 
be no neceffity lor repeating the clyi iiters. The o- 
ther means were continued. ; | 


25. Allthe fy mptoms of ines had left 
him; his tongue and teeth were clean; there re- 
setae no unnatural blacknefs or foetor in his 
{tools ; and the difagreeable odour of his breath 
and perfpiration was no longer perceived. He 
began to take nourifhment, and foon recovered 
his ufual health and ftrength.. 


This ftriking proof of the efficacy of ray injec- 


tions of fixed air encouraged meto try them in 
| | the 
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the following deplorable cafe. And, though the 

difeafe proved fatal to the patient, it feems proba- 

ble to me, and to another gentleman of the faculty 

who attended him, that his life was protracted, 
and his fuilerings mitigated, by the continued ule 

of this remedy. 


Mr W 
afhort neck, and addicted to habits of intempe- 


etat. 44.corpulent, inactive, with 


—rance, was attacked, on the 7th of July 1772, with 


fymptoms which feemed to threaten an apoplexy. 
On the 8th, a bilious loofenefs fucceeded, witha 


profufe haemorrhage from the nofe. Onthe sth, 
1 was called to his affiftance. His countenance 


_ was bloated, his eyes heavy, his {kin hot, and his 


pulfe hard, full, and opprefled. The diarrhoea 
continued ; his {tools were bilious and very offen- 


five ; and he complained of griping pains in his 
bowels. He had loft, before I faw him, by the 
direction of Mr Hall, a furgeon of eminence in 
Manchefter, eight ounces of blood from the arm, 
which was of a lax texture ; and he had taken a 
faline mixture every fixth hour. The following 
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draught was prefcribed, and a dofe of rhubarb 


directed to be adminiftred at night. a 


Ag. Cinnam. ten. 31. Succ. Limon. 3fs. Salis Nitr : 


gr. xii. Syr. e Succo Limon. 3 f. haut. 4is 


horis fumendus. 


July 11. The diarrhoea was more moderate, 
his griping pains were abated, and he had lefs ftu- 
por and dejection in his countenance ;_ pulfe 90, 
not fo hard or oppreffed. As his ftools continu- 
ed to be foetid, the dofe of rhubarb was repeated ; 
and, inftead of fimple cinnamon water, his 

raughts were prepared with an infufion of Co- | 
lumbo root. 


12. The diarrhoea continued ; his {tools were 
involuntary, and he difcharged in this way a quan- 
tity of black, grumous, and foetid blood. Pulfe 
hard and quick; fkin hot ; tongue covered with a 
dark fur ; abdomen fwelled; great ftupor. Ten 
grains of the Columbo root, and fifteen of the 
gummi rubrum aftringens were added to each 
draught. Fixed air, under the form of clyfters, 
was injected every fecond or third hour, and di- 
rections were given to fupply. the patient plenti- 
fully with water artificially impregnated with me- 


phitic air, A blifter was alfo laid between his 


fhoulders. | 
13. The 
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13. The diarrhoea continued, with frequent 
difcharges of blood; but the ftools had now 
loft their foetor. Pulfe 120; great flatulence 
inthe bowels, and fulnefs in the belly. The 
clyfters*of fixed air always diminifhed the tenfion 
of the abdomen, abated flatulence, and made 
the patient more eafy and compofed for fome 
time after their injection. They were directed 
to be continued, together the medicated water. 


The nitre was omitted, and a fcruple of Confeét. 
Damocratis was given every fourth hour in an 
+ infufion of Columbo root. 

14. The diarrhoea was now checked. His 
other fymptoms continued as before. Blifters 
were applied to the arms; anda dram and a half 
of the tinétura ferpentariae was added to each 


draught. 

is. His pulfe was quicker, more irregular, 
and feeble. He dofed much, talked incohe- 
rently, and laboured under a flight degree of 

dyfpnoea. His urine, which had hitherto af-_ 
fumed no remarkable appearance, now became 
pale. ‘Though he difcharged wind very freely, 
his belly was much {welled, except for a fhort 
time after the injection of the air-clyfters. The 
following draughts were then prefcribed, | 
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Zz Be Camphorae, Mucilag. G. Arab. folutae gr. viii. 
| Infuf: Rad. Columb. 3ifs. Tint. Serpent. 3ii. 
| 


Confet. Card. i. Syr. Cort. Aurant. 31 M. 
hauft. 41s boris fumendus. | 


rd 


DireQions were eiven to foment his feet 
frequently with vinegar and warm water. i 
16. Ue has had no {tools fincethe 14th. His ab- 
-domenistenfe. No change in the other fymptoms. 
‘The ‘Tinct. Serpent. was omitted in his draughts, 
and an equal quantity of ‘Tinct. Rhci Spt. ff 
fubflituted in its place. 


In the evening, he had a motion to flool, q 

of which he was for the firft time fo fenfible, 1, 
*as to give notice to his attendants. But the 
difcharge, which was confiderable and flightly 
offentive, confiltcd almoit entirely of blood, both 
in acoagulated and in a liquid flate. Ilis me- 


dicines were, therefore, varied as follows. 


Confect. Card. 31. Gum. Rub. affring. gr. xv. 
Pulv. Alumin. gr. vil. M. f. haut. 41s horts 
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Red port-wine was now given more freely in 
his medicated water, and his nourifhment con- 
fifted of fago and faiep. : 

In this ftate, with very little variation, he con- 
tinued for feveral days, at one time coftive, and at 


another difcharging {mall quantities of foeces, 


mixed with grumous blood. ‘The air-clyfters 
were continued, and the aftringents omitted. 


20. His urine was now of an amber colour, 
and depofited a flight fediment. His pulfe was 
more regular, and, although {till very quick, aba- 
ted in number ten ftrokes in a minute. His head 
was lefs confufed, and his fleep feemed to be re- 
frefhing. No blood appeared in his ftools, which 
were frequent, but finall in quantity ; and his ab- 
domen was lefs tenfe than ufual. He was ex- 
tremely deaf; but gave rational anfwers to the 
few queftions which were propofed to him ; and 
faid he felt no pain. 

21. He pafled a very reftlefs night; his deli- 
rium recurred ; his pulfe beat 125 ftrokes ina 
minute; and his urine was of a deep amber co- 
lour when firft voided ; but, when cold, it affumed 
the appearance of cow’s whey. ‘The abdomen 
was not very tenfe, nor had he any farther dif- 

charge 
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charge of blood. Directions were given to fhave 
his head, and wafh it with a mixture of vinegar i 
and brandy; the quantity of wine in his drink E 
was diminifhed, and the frequent ufe of the pedi- q 
luvium was enjoined. The air-clyfters were dif- 
continued, as his {tools were not offenfive,and his = |” 
abdomen lefs diftended. 

22. His pulfe was now finall, irregular, and 
beat 130 ftrokes in a minute. The dyfpnoea 
was greatly encreafed; his fkin was hot, and 
bedewed with a clammy moifture; and every 
fymptom feemed to indicate the approach of 
death. In this ftate he continued till evening, 
when he recruited a little. The next day he had 
feveral flight convulfions. His urine, which was 


voided plentifully, ftill put on the appearance of 
whey when cold. Cordial and antifpafmodic 


draughts, compofed of camphor, tinéture of ca- 
ftor, and {pt. vol. aromat. were now directed ; and — 
wine was liberally adminiftered. 


24. He rofe from his bed, and, by the affift- 

ance of his attendants,- walked acrofs the cham- 

ber. Soon after he was feized with a violent con- 
vulfion, in which he expired. 
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To adduce a cafe which terminated fatally, as 
a proof of the efficacy of any medicine recome 
mended to the attention of the public, may per- 
haps appear fingular. But it cannot be deemed | 
abfurd, when that remedy anfwered the purpofes 
for which it was intended. For, in the inftance 
before us, fixed air was employed, not with an ex- 


- peétation that it would cure the fever, but to ob- 


viate the fymptoms of putrefaétion, and to allay 
the uneafy irritation in the bowels. The difeafe. 


was too malignant, the nervous fyftem too vio- 


lently affected, and the ftrength of the patient 
too much exhaulted by the difcharges of blood 
which he fuffered, to afford hopes of recovery 
from the ufe of the moft powerful antifep- 


But, in the fucceeding cafe, the event proved 
more fortunate. 


CAGE 


Elizabeth Grundy, aged feventeen, was at- 
tacked, onthe 16th of December 1772, with-the | 
ufual fymptoms of continued fever. The com-— 
mon method of cure was purfued ; but the difeafe 
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increafed, and foon affumed a putrid type. On 


the 23d, I found her-labouring under a conftant 
delirtum, with a /ubfultus tendinum. Wer fkin 
was hot and dry, her tongue black, her thirft 
immoderate, and her {tools frequent, extremely 


offenfive, and for the moft part involuntary. Her 
pulfe beat 120 ftrokes in the minute ; fhe dofed 


much, and was very deaf. I direéted wine to be 
adininiftered freely, a blifter to be applied to her 
back, the pediluvium to be ufed feveral times in 
the day, and mephitic air to be injected under the 
form of a cly{ter everytwo hours. The next day 
her ftools were lefs frequent, had loft their foe- 


tor, and were nolonger difcharged invoiuntarily ; 
her pulfe was reduced to 110 ftrokes in the mi- 
nute, and her delirium was much abated. Di- 


ez 


rections were given to repeat the cly{ters, and to 
-fupply the patient liberally with wine. Thefe 
means were afliduoufly purfued for feveral days ; 
and the young woman was fo much recruited by 
the 28th, that the injections were difcontinued. She 


if 


was now quite rational, and not averfe to medi- 

cines. A decoction of Peruvian bark was there-_ 

fore prefcribed, by the ufe of which fhe fpeedily 
ecovered her health. 


CASES 
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CASES on different Subjects, by Dr Manget, 
Payfician at Geneva. 


Case I. The Prezrefs of the Smail Pox from Inno- ' 
culation retarded by the Meafles. — | 
In the month of February 1772, I innoculated 
a child according to the Suttonian method. ‘Fhe 
eruption appeared on the feventh day. Altho’ 
the weather was very cold, the boy remained, 
in general, in the open air, as he found it relie- 
ved chim from the anxiety which accompanied 
the eruption. After two days of variolous fever, 
‘anew eruption appeared perfectly diftin@ from 
the former, ‘This I foon difcovered to be the 
meafles. I then advifed that he fhould no longer 
be expofed to cold air. But, from his impa- 
tience under confinement, this was not complied 

with, The meafles, however, kept out well; 
and, about the end of the fourth ‘day, terminated 
by defquamation, without any bad confequence. 
It was remarkable, in this cafe, that the fuppura- 

tion of the fmall-pox, which had begun before 
| the meafles appeared, was totally fufpended, and 
| _ did not again renew its courfe till they were fi- 
nifhed. 
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nifhed. By this means, the continuance of the 


fmall-pox was prolonged about four days beyond 
the ufual — of that difeate. 


Case IL. A Suppreffi ion of Urine, jrom Pus com- 
preffir ng the Neck of the Bladder. 


A man was attacked with an inflammation of 
the abdomen, between the peritoneum and muf- | 
cles of the lower belly. After continuing for 
‘fome time, it terminated. in fuppuration, The 


pus made its way down towards the neck of the 
bladder ; which it compreffed. in fuch a manner 
as to occafion a violent retention of urine, and 
abfolutely to prevent the introduétion of a ca- 
theter into. the bladder. I was confulted with 
regard to the retention:of urine.. And, without 
‘knowing the caufe of the. obftruétion, I advifed 
that a puncture fhould be made into the bladder 

by the re&tum. So foon as this was done, there 
iffued from the anus a large collection of pus, up- 

oh which all the complaints ceafed, and the pa- 
tient is fince perfeétly recovered, 


Case lll, A locked from a Nerve being prick- 
ed by a falfe Tooth, — 
A lady, after five days illnefs, lately died here 


of a convulfion of the lower jaw, which was oc- 
cafioned 
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cafioned by anerve being pricked in the focket of 


one of her teeth, from a flight ftroke upon a falfe — 
— tooth, which had been introduced into that focket. 


Her complaints began with pain and {welling in 


the jaw, which the phyfician whoattended her 


gined to be rheumatic. Upon this, a blifter was 


applied ; but the evilincreafed, the jaw became 


immoveable, and deglutition was entirely prevent- 
ed. Recourfe was then had to bathing, bleeding, 
fumigations, emollient cataplafms, embrocations, 
and laudanum ; but allto no purpofe. In fpite of 


every. thing that was done, fhe died in excrucia- 


ting pain. informed her phyfician of a cure 


_ which I had made in a cafe fomewhat fimilar, a- 
bout eight days before. A young man was 


brought to the hofpital, affected with a locked jaw, 
upon which tetanus had fuperveened.. Thefe 


oe 


in the arm, in confequence of bleeding. After, 


in vain, trying all the ordinary methods of cure, | 
for the fpace of eight days, I at length employed 


mercurial friction, which was followed by the 
moft happy effec. 


SECT. 


4 
complaints happened from a nerve being pricked | 
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Medical News. 


N analyfis of cream of tartar has lately been - 
publifhed by Mr Schele, in the third part 
of the Swedifh Tranfactions for the year 1770. 
Many opinions, before very generally received in 
-_chemiftry, are rendered doubtful, from his expe- 
riménts on this fubje&. We here fubjoin a fhort. 
account of the chief of thefe. 


if cream of tartar be diffolved in a fufficient 
quantity of boiling water, and fine chalk in pow- 


der added to it, till the effervefcence ceafes, a CO- 
pious white fediment will fall to the bottom, and 
| the liquor which remains over it will, by cvapo- 
f ration, afford foluble tartar. This proves, that 
‘ cream of tartar is not, as has commonly been fup- 
pofed, an acid joined with impurities ; but that it 
is really a compound falt, containing an alkali 

joined 
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joined with anacid, It farther proves, that. the 
alkaline falt, obtained from cream of tartar by de- 
flagration, is not generated in the fire, but was 
actually pre-exiftent in the tartar. 


The white fediment obtained in the above ex- 
periment, isthe calcareous earth combined with 
the acid of tartar, and may juftly be called Selenites 


Tartareus. From this it appears, that the effeét 
which is produced by the addition of chalk to 


‘a folution of cream of tartar is, to carry to the bot- 
tom that portion of acid which the cream of-tar- 
tar contains in a higher degree than is necef- 
fary to faturate its alkali; and that cream of 
tartar is a compound falt in which the acid is 
fuperabundant. 

If, upon the felenites tartareus, obtained by 
the former experiment, a quantity of vitriolic 
acid in-a diluted ftate be poured, the vitriolic acid, 
uniting with the calcareous earth, forms a 
gypfum, and the liquor which ftands over it is 
pure acid of tartar. This acid of tartar may, 
by infpiffation, be made flronger, and may be 
even formed into fmall white cryftals, which do 
not fuffer deliquefcence in the open air. Thus 
it apppears, that the acid of tartar can, even by 
itfelf, exift in a (olid ftate. 

Vou. I. x. Cream 
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Cream of tartar may be artificially made in — 
the following manner: Upon fixed vegetable 
alkali, pour a quantity of the acid of tartar, 
obtained in the manner pointed out in the laft 
experiment. Continue this till the effervefcence 
be over; the fluid will then be tranfparent. 
But, if more of the acid of tartar be added, it 
will become turbid, and white, and {mall cryftals 
like white fand will concrete in it, which are a 
perfect cream of tartar. The cream of tartar 
thus formed, may again be decompofed in the 
manner already mentioned. If the acid of tar- 
tar be poured upon volatile, inftead of fixed al- 
cali, a kind of cream of tartar will be formed, 
which is almoft as difficultly diffolved in water as 
common cream of tartar. : 

Thefe experiments have been repeated by Dr 
Black, Profeffor of chemiftry at Edinburgh, and 
have turned out in the fame manner as is here 
reprefented. Dr Black has farther difcovered, 
that if, inftead of chalk, a certain proportion of 
quick-lime be added to the folution of cream of 
tartar, the whole acid will be abforbed by the 
lime, and the liquor found above the fediment 
will, in that cafe, contain alkali alone. 
The 
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The following particulars, concerning the ce- 
lebrated Dr Aftruc, are extracted from the Leip- 
fic Commentarics, vol. 17. part 2. 


John Aftruc was born in the year 1684, at the 
little town of Savoy, in the province of Langue- 
doc. His father, who was a proteftant clergy- 
_ man, beftowed particular pains upon the earlieft 
part of his education. After which, he went to 
the univerfity of Montpelier, where he was crea- 
ted mafter of arts in the ycar 1700. He then 
began the ftudy of medicine ; and, in two years, 
obtained the degree of batchelor, having, upon 
that occafion, written a differtation on the caufe 
of fermentation, which he defended in a very 
fpirited manner. On the 25th of January 1703, 
he was created doétor of phyfic ; after which, be- 
fore arriving at extenfive practice, he applied to 
the ftudy of medical atithors, both. ancient and 
modern, with uncommon affiduity. The good 
- effeéts of his ftudy foon appeared ; for, in the year 
1710, he publithed a treatife concerning mufcu- 
lar motion, from which he acquired very high re- 
putation. In the year 1717, he was appointed 
to teach medicine at Montpelier, which he did 
with fuch perfpicuity and eloquence, that it was _ 
univerfally faid, he had been born to be a profef- 
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for. His fame foon rofe to fuch a height, that 
the King afligned him an annual falary, and he 
was, at the fane time, appointed to fuperintend 
the mineral waters in the province of Langue- 
doc. | 


But, as Montpelier did not afford fufficient {cope 
for his afpiring genius, he went to Paris with a 
great flock of manufcripts, which he intended to 
publith, after fubje@ing them to the examination 
of the learned. Soon after, however, he left it, 
having, in the year 1729, accepted the office of 
firft phyfician to the King of Poland, which was 
then offered to him. His ftay there was but of 
thort duration, and he again returned to Pa- 
rigs 

Upon the death of the celebrated Geoffroy in 
the year 1731, he was appointed Regius Profef- 
for of inedicine at Paris. The duties of this office 
he difcharged in fuch a manner, as to anfwer e- 
ven the moft fanguine expetations. He taught 
the practice of phyfic with fo great applaufe as to | 
craw from other univerfities to that of Paris, a 
great conccurfe of medical ftudents, foreigners as 
well as natives of France. At the fame time, he was 
not more celebrated as a profeffor than a practi- 
tioner. And, even at an advanced age, he perfift- 
ed with unwearied affiduity in that intenfe ftu- 
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dy which firft raifed his reputation. Hence it 


js, that he has been enabled to tranfimit to polle- 


rity fo many valuable monuments of his medical 


erudition. He died, un‘verfally regretcd,on the 


isthof May 1766, in the 82 year of his age, 


An eminent practitioner at Leyden has of 
Jate ufed the oculi cancrorum with grcat fuccels 
in the cure of fiuor albus. He gives this me- 
dicine to the quantity of half an ounce in a day, 
and obferves, that it is particularly ferviceabie in 


that fpecies of fluor albus wuere the acrimony 


of the difcharge is fo great as to corrode the 
parts. 


celebrated Iecturer in London alledges, 
that alkaline fubftances in general pofiefs a li- 
thontriptic power. Net that, when taken ine 
ternally, they are really zpplied to ftones in the 
urinary paflages in fuch a {tate as to be capable 
of diffolving them; but becaufe they poflefs a 
power of depriving the urine of its petritying — 
property, and recuce it more to the flate of a 
watery fluid. Asa proof of this, he alledges, 
that the urine of a man, who has for a confi- 
derable time taken an alkali, whether cauttic 
or not, depofites no fediment, and forins no in- 
cruftations in the pot. Hence he concludes, 

a3 | that, 


J 


that, for the cure of ftone, the efficacy of 


the medicine will be little altered by its being 
given in a mi'd or cauftic ftate. He advifes, 
therefore, that, when alkali is to be employed 
for t hecure of the ftone, caufticity fhould always - 
be avoided; becaufe it is not only apt to dif- 


agree with the ftomach, but likewife obliges 
us to employ the alkali in {mall dofes. 


Confiderable benefit has lately been obtained 
at Edinburgh from the internal ufe of the cicuta 
in fome cancerous cafes. It is obferved, that 
the extraét is much more powerful when _prepa- 
red from the feeds, than when prepared from the 
leaves; and that the cicuta has feldom a good 
effect, unlefs it be carried to fucha height as to 
produce a flight degree of giddinefs, 

The Profeffors of medicine at Edinburgh have 
lately received a letter from Mr James Ker, 
afurgeon in Bengal, in which he gives them 2 
particular account of the preparation of the terra 
Japonica. From this letter it appears, that the 
terra Japonica is not obtained, as has common- 
ly been imagined, from a fpecies of the palm 


tree, but from a fpecies of the mimofa, which 


grows in great abundance in the kingdom of 
Bahar. It is prepared from a decoction of the 
inner 
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inner part of the wood. From the negligent me- 
thod in which it is dried in little kilns dug for 
that purpofe, it acquires the earthy appearance 
which it in general has. In the kingdom of | 
Bahar, befides being much ufed in medicine, 
it is employed for many purpofes in arts, parti- 
cularly, for painting the beams of houfes to de- 
fend then againft vermin. 

A faithful and minute regifter of deaths, and 
of the various difeafes moft fatal at particular 
ages in different places, muft evidently be of great 
importance to phyficians in their endeavours 
to relieve the miferies of humannature. It is 
with peculiar pleafure, therefore, we can inform 


our readers, that abill of mortality in the city 


of Chefter for the year 1772 has been drawn 
up with all the precifion that could be defired. 
It is greatly to be wifhed that an example fo 
worthy of imitation be followed in other parts of 
Britain. 


A pamphlet has lately con- 
cerning an antimonial medicine, which is ad- 
vertifed and fold at London under the title of the 
Edinburgh Powder. It is faid to be prepared 
under the direction of a Society of phyficians 
at their own laboratory. From its bearing the 

name 
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name of the Edinburgh Powder, it has been 
fuppofed by many to be the work of a Society 
in Edinburgh. Accordingly, feveral medical 
gentlemen in different parts of the kingdom 
have written to Edinburgh, inquiring who are 


the members of that Soctety.. As others, who 
have not the fame opportunities of information, 


may wifh to have an anfwer to the fame queftion, 


we think it may not be improper to inform 
the public, that the Society alluded to in the 


above mentioned pamphlet docs not fubfift at 


Edinburgh; and that the antimonial medicine 
fold under the title of the Edinburgh Powder 
is not prepared at that place. 


Ina letter fron Dr Ruhh, profeffor of che- 


miftry in Philadelphia, to Dr Duncan phyfician 
in Edinburgh, the following account is given 


of anew anthelmintic medicine. It has long, 
fays he, been a complaint among phyficians, that 
we have no worm-medicine which can be de- 
pended upon. Even calomel fails in many cafes 
where there are the moft pathognomonic figns 
of worms in the bowels. But this complaint, 
it isto be hoped, is now at an end. The phy- 
ficians in Jamaica have lately found, that the 
bark of the fummit of the cabbage-tree, made 

into 
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jnto a fyrup with brown fugar, ~is an infallible 
antidote to them, I have ufed above thirty 
pounds of it, and have never found it fail in 
one inftance. The fyrup is pleafant. It fome- 
times pukes, and alway purges, the firft or fe~ 

cond time it is given.’ 


Since the publication of Mr Duguid’s letter to 
Dr Monro, inthe fecond volume of the Phyfical 
and Literary Effays, the bark of the cabbage- 
tree has been ufed as an anthelmintic by feveral 
pradtitioners 1 in Edinburgh. But they have in 
general complained of the violence of its opera- 
tion, both as an emetic and cathartic. This 
fyrup, it would appear, is equally efficacious _ 
with the decoétion of the bark, without being 
liable to the fame objection. 


On Wednefday the 5th of May, Dr Alexan- 
der Monro-Drummond was unanimoufly elected 
Profeffor of the Inftitutions of Medicine in the 
Univerfity of Edinburgh, that office being 
vacant by the appointment of Dr Cullen to fuc- 
ceed the late Dr Gregory as profeffor of practice. 
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A Lift of new Books. 


Bfervations on Epidemic diforders, with 
remarks on nervous and malignant fevers. 
By James Sims, M.D. 8vo, London. 


A new inquiry into the caufes, fymptoms, 
and cure of putrid and inflammatory fevers, with 
an appendix on the heétic fever, and on the ul- 
cerated and malignant fore throat, By William 
Fordyce, M. D. 8vo, London. | 


oun 


An eafy way to prolong life, by a little atten- 
; tion to what we eat and drink. Colleéted from 
| the authorities of our ableft phyficians. By 
a medical gentleman, Bv0, London, 


Obfervations upon lightning, and the method 
of fecuring buildings from its effects, in aletter 
to Sir Charles Frederick. By Benjamin Wilfon, 

F.R.S. 4to, London. 
| The prefent practice of midwifery confidered, 
8vo, London. 


The inefficacy of all mercurial preparations in 
"the cure of venereal and fcorbutic diforders, pro- 
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ved from reafon and experience. By Henry 
Saffroy, furgeon, and member of the corpora 
ion of furgeons in London, 8vo, London. 
Didtionaire mineralogique et hydrologique de 
la France. Tom. 2. 8vo, Paris. | 
Methode familiére pour guerir les maladies ve- 
neriennes, avec le recettes des remedes qui font. 


propres. Par M. le Fevre, M. D. 12mo, Am- 
fterdam. 


Effais, ou reflections intereffantes relatives a 
chymie, la medecine,’oeconomie, etle commerce ; 
avec une differtation fur la quettion, Si les cau- 
fes des les maladies de l’ame, et de nerfs, ont tou- 
joursleur fiege dans le cerveau? Par M. Oth. 
Cuil. Struve, 12mo, Laufanne. 


Le fommeil des plantes, et la caufe du mouve- 
ment de la fenfitive expliquée. Par M. J. Hill, 
dans une lettre a M. de Linné, Profefleur de Bota- 
nique a Upfal; traduit de l’Anglois, 8vo, Ge- 
neve. | 


Collettione ‘iftorico di cafo cirurgicale. Per M. 
j.Cavalliné. Florence. 
A fhort account of a fociety at Amfterdam, 


inftituted in the year 1767, for the recovery of 
drowned 
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drowned perfons ; with obfervations, fhewing the 

utility and advantage which would accrue to 

—— Great Britain from a fimilar inftitution, extended 

to cafes of fuffocation by damps in mines, choak- 

ing, ftrangling, ftifling, and other accidents, By 
Alexander Johnfton, M, D. 8vo, London. 


Richardi Mead Monita et praecepta medica, 
permultis annotationibus et obfervationibus illu- 
ftrata, auctore Clifton Wintringham, M. D. 

C.M.L. et R.S. focio, Equite aurato, et me- 
dico regio olim et valetudinarii provifi in ufum 
Britannorum apud exteras gentes bella gerentium 

medico et praefecto, in 2, tom, 8vo, Lon- 
dini. 

Medical confultations on various difeafes, pu- 
blifhed from the letters of Thomas Thompfon, 
M. D. phyfician to his late Royal Highnefs 
Frederick Prince of Wales, 8vo, London, 

A defcription of the human eye, and its adja- 
cent parts, together with thcir principal difeafes, 
and the methods propofed for relieving them, by 
Jofeph Warner, I. R. S. and fenior furgeon to 
Guy’s Hofpital, 8vo, London. | 


Free thoughts on apothecaries and empyrics. 
With an appeal to the impartial public, recom- 
| mending 
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mending a different mode of paying apothecaries, 
8vo, London. ae 


Confiderations on the ufe of injections in the 
gonorrhoea, by William Cribb furgeon in High 
Holborn, and member of the corporation of fur- 
geons in London, 8vo, London. 


Medical effays. By John Armftrong, 
phyfician to his Majefty’s army, 4to, London. 

De anima medica praelectio ex Lumleii et 
Caldwalli inftituto, in theatro collegit regalis me- 
dicorum Londinenfium ad focios habita die De- 
cembris 16to, anno 1748. A Fran. Nichols, 
M.D.F. R.S. et Med. Reg. ord. Editio alte. 
tera, notis ainplioribus aucta. Cui acceflit dif- 
quifitio de motu cordis et fanguinis in homine 
nato et non nato, tabulis illuftrata, 4to, London. 


Traité des eaux minerales de Verdufan, connues 
fots le nom d’eaux mineraies de Cafterra Vivent ; 
avec leur analyfe, leur proprieté, et leur ufage 
dans les maladies, fait par ordre du gouvernment. 
Par M. Raulin, M. D. membre de la focieté royal 

de Londres, &c. 12mo, Paris. 
Opufcules mathematiques, ou memoires fur 
differents fujets de geometric, de mechanique, 
d’optique, d’aitronomie, &c. par M. d’Alembert 
de 
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_ de Paeademie royale de fciences, fecretaire per- 
petuel de l’academie Francgoife, 8vo, Paris. 
Beobachtungen und muthmaffengen, &c. 2. e. 
Confiderations and reflections on the aurorae bo- 
reales. By M.J.E.B. Weideburg, Jena. 
Dfchurnal fur die licbliaber des fteinreichs, &c. 
i.e. A journal for the lovers of lithology and 
conchyology: = M. J. S. Schraeter, tom. 1. 
~Weymar. 
Obfervationes botanicae. Auétore Chrift. Eth- 
renfred Wiegel, M. D. Grafivald. 


Bericht und bedenkin die kriebelkrankheit 
betreffend, &e. 7. ¢. Advice and confultations 
concerning the Raphania, ferit by the phyficians 
at Schelfwig to the royal chamber at Co- 
penhagen, with an anfwer from the college of 
-_phyficians there. Copenhagen. 

Acta Helvetica phyfico-mathematico-botanico- 
medica, vol. 7. 4to, Bafle. 
| Ludwig’s abhandlung von den erd. aepfelen. 
&c. i.e. A differtation on potatoes. By A. J. 
Ludwig. Berne. 

Vermifchte beobachtungen, &c. 7. ¢. Mifcella- 
neous obfervations on the practice of phyfic. 
By Dr Hirfchel. Berlin. | 
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Differtationes medicae, quas ex auctoritate re- 
verendi admodum viri, Gulielmi Robertfon, 
SS. T. P. Academiae Edinburgenae Praefecti ; 
nec non ampliflimi fenatus academici confenfu, — 
et nobiliffimae facultatis medicae decreto; pro 
gradu doétoratus, fummifque in medicina hono- 
ribus et privilegiis rite et legitime confequendis 5 ; 
eruditorum examini fubjecerunt, 


Bartholomaeus Parr, Britannus, De Balneo. 
Georgius Logan, Carolinenfis, De morbis in- 
fantium arcendis et curandis. | : 
Gulielmus Ball, Virginienfis, De tabe mefen- 
| terica. 


Jofephus Dimfdale, Britannus, De morbis cus 
taneis, 


Gulielmus Hamilton , Britannus, De ana. 
farca. 


J. Daniel Knolton, Philadelphienfis, De per- 
tuili. 


Joannes Taylor, Anglus, De caufis relpiratio- 
nis difficilis. 


Henricus ex Infula Sanéti Chriftophori, 
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An Account of Books. 


i. 


; Carcli Strack, M.D. et in Univerf. Mogunt. 
Injlitut. Med. Profefar. Obfervationes 
Medicinales de Cslica Piclonum, maximeque ob 
Arthritidem. t.amo, Francofurtie 


N the year 1765, Dr Strack threw out fome 
conjectures with regard to the colica picto- 
num, which were publifhed in the Journal de Me- 


decine of Paris. The many obfervations which, 


wate that time, have occurred to him on this fub- 
e&, have ferved to confirm his former opinion, 
ind have induced him to publih profeffedly upon 

it. 
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it. He fets out with obferving, that many diife- 
rent opinions have been entertained with regard 
to the caufe of this difeafe. By fome, it has bceri 
alledged to arife from lead and its preparations ; by 
others, from copper, antimony, and different 
paints ; and by a third fet, from acid apples and 

pears, or the liquors prepared from them. In_ 
confequence of thefe varieties in opinion, different 
names have been afligned to this difeafe, and dif- 
ferent plans of cure have been propofed. Our 
author, having obferved many people attacked 
with this difeafe, who had never been expofed to 
any of thefe caufes, was led to form another. o- 
pinion. He thinks that the colica pictonum is in 
general to be afcribed to the depofition of gouty 
matter on the inteftines, and that the cure is to 
be regulated accordingly. In confirmation of 
this opinion, and of the propriety of the practice 
founded upon it, we are, in the fecond chapter, 
prefented with an account of near twenty cafes 
fuccefsfully treated. 


The different cafes which he has related are ve- 
ry much fimilar to each other. In moft of them, 
the fymptoms of violent colic, alternating with 
fixed pains in the extremities, had recurred at un- 
certain intervals for many years. J’rom all thefe 


fymptoms, 
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fymptoms, theauthor informs us, his patients were 


_ perfeétly relieved by the ufe of warm bathing, 


the decoction of woods, and crude antimony. 


After this confirmation of his own opinion, our 
author, in the third chapter, proceeds more parti- 
cularly to examine the opinions entertained by 
others. To prove that the colica pictonum does 
not arife from copper, as fome have fuppofed, he 
adduces two cafes in which copper was taken, 
where there arofe violent colics indeed, but by 


no means of that kind which 1 is the fubject of this 


differtation. 


He is of opinion, that the Devonfhire colic, 
which he allows to be the true colica pictonum, 
has been improperly afcribed to cyder, as, in ma- 
ny countries where cyder is very much ufed, this 
difeafe is hardly known to exift. Neither can he 
agree to the opinion of Tronchin, that this difeafe 


arifes from antimony, as he has found antimony 
a powerful remedy for it. 


— Inthe laft place, he examines the opinion of 
its arifing from lead. In fupport of this, Henc- 
kel, Baker, de Haen, and many other able au- 


thors, have written. ‘To this caufe, however, our 


author objects, that he has had opportunities of 
jecing numbers expofed to the ftcams of lead, 
who 
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were never affected by it, and that it has ct- 
4 ee ten been remarked to be contagious ; which he 
i himfelf had a particular opportunity of obferving 
in the city of Mentz, in thc year 1770. ‘Thefe 
circumftances, he thinks, are inconfiflent with the 
fuppofition of its arifing from lead. He allows, 


however, upon the authority of thofe facts addu- 


2 


i ced by the writers above mentioned, that one f{pe- 
i cics of the colica pictonum may arife froin Icad ; 
i but he obferves, that all thofe which have fallen 


under his own obfervation were evidently to be 
afcribed to arthritic miafmata. In the fourth 
chapter, therefore, he proceeds to point out thofe 
marks by which this fpecics of the colica picto- 
num may be diftingu:fhed. 


= 


When violent pain in the extremities, after pro- 


ducing tophi in the articulations, and leaving 
its foriner feat f{uddenly, attacks the belly, the dil- 
ry | eafe, he tells us, is obvious. But, if the pain at- 
i tack the belly in the beginning, it is not fo eafly 
to diftinguifh whether it arifes from gout or not. 
| i The chief marks which he points out for this pur- 
lm pofe are the following : The abfence of other 
{ caufes which may be fuppofed capable of indu- 
cing the difeafe ; the abfence of the fymptoms of 
i fever and inflammation ; a yellowifh or olive com- 


~ Sx 
| 
Gee 
th, 
reg 
> 
4 
| 
i 
i 

° 

| 
“4 
? 
q 
‘4 
. 
iy 


COMMENTARIES. 342 


plexion; a lead-coloured ring round the cyes ; 
difficulty of breathing, and great wearincis after 


flight exercife ; a greater degree of fatigue after 


fleeping than before it ; the fweat burning the {kin 
inthe fame manner as if it had been covcred 
with warin afhes ; a miliary eruption witout any 
manifelt caule; a fenfe of titiilat:on on the brew, 
as if admall infect were creeping upon it ; and the 
urine of a whey-colour, al lig iit, 
fatty fediment. 


‘The author conciudes this treatife with fome 


obfervations on the different exis which gouty 


matters find irom the body ; as, by attenticu to 
theie, we can beft deterinine by w!.at means the 


dileaie muit be cured. Vhe chief exits, he 


‘us, are by iweat, urine, o7 an ablects, very rarely 
by ftool. When there is any tendency to a di- 
charge in the jirit of thefe ways, he ftrongly re- 
comiuends aromatic decoctions, warm vathing, 
and crude antimony, 

When gouty matter finds an exit by the urine, 
the author tells us, that the wine difcharged 1s in 
gencral of a whey-colour, of rcicmbies water with 


a mixtureof milkin it. When tins happens, he 


recommends the employment of diuretics. An- 
Y 4 other 
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h the gout terminates, is, 


in whic 
he tells us, in the: way of abfcefs. 


MEDICAL 


open, and that, in the mean time, thofe remedies 
be employed which have already been recom- 


happens, he advifes that the ulcer be kept long 
mended as ferviceable in the gout. 


other manner 
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Chirurgical Obfervations and Cafes, by William 
Bromfeild Surgeon to her Mayjefty, and to St 
George’s Hofpital. 2 vols, 8vo, London. 


T is univerfally allowed, that, of late years, 

| the art of furgery has been much improved. 
Jn the treatife now before us, the author fets out 
with affigning many reafons for thefe improve- 
ments, After this, he ftrongly recommends the ufe 
of fudorific opiates in concuffions of the brain. 
Thofe which he propofes are Dover’s powder, 
and a mixture of antimonial wine and thebaic 
tin€ture, which he terms the tindtura anodyna an- 
timonialis. ‘To this practice he was led, from be- 
ing informed, that, in concuffions of the brain, 
and fractures of the fkull, fudorifics had been fuc- 
cefsfully employed by an empiric; from obferving 
that the common method of treating thefe com- 
plaints by repeated blood-letting in general proves 


fatal ; and from reflecting that opium, by remo- 
ving {pafm, may take off inflammation, and, by at- 
tenuating the blood, may promote abforption. In 
con- 
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confirmation of the propriety of this practice, four 
cafes are fubjoined, in whicia it was ufeful. 
Mr Broumfeild next out the advanta- 
es of intercoftal ‘flues in complaints of the tho- 
Whcre there is a fixed in tuc thorax, 


he edviles that d drain be im the iterltice 


between two ribs, as near tac feat of the pain as 


poiliole, When there is tio fixed pain, he recom- 
mcnds an iflue between the fixth and feventh of 
ihe true ribs, about way between their articu- 
lation with the vertcbrae, and their conneétion 


a 


wich the fternum. He likewife recommends if- 
fues (or the ducharge of hu:nour from the brain; 
buthe difluades us from the practice, which has of- 
ten been recommended, of applying caultics on the 
fagittal future. Where, in coniequence of vio- 
lent concudfions, fymptoms remaim which may be 
fupnofed to proceed from extravafation, he re 
commends, a3 the beft inode of difcharge, an in- 
ciion along the aditamentum of the temporal fu- 
ture. | 
In the fecond chapter, the author treats of am- 
putation, On this inbject, he fets out with fome 


remarks on the caufes which may require the o- 
peration. in mortification of the extremities, he 
diffuades us from having recourfe to the operati- 
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on, till a fuppuration be come on. Where ampu- 
tation is performed for an abfeels or carics in the 


joint, he adviles an iilue in the other extremity, 


before the ftump be healed. Tie cautions us a- 
gainft being hafty in performing amputation for 
compound fractures, as he has fcen cafes, waich 


appeared very defperate, cured by the ufe of Jong 
fplints. When amputation is propofed for white 


fwellings, he advites that inquiry thould be made 
with regard to the caufe of the coimplaint ; and, 
if it be found to procced from a tcrophulons ia- 
bit, he diffuades us trom having recourfe to the 
operation, as the difeafe will infallibly break cut in 

fome other part. | | 
In a fubfequent part o1 this treatife, fome ob- 
fervations are offered on ilie opgation Gi ampu- 
tation, an account of which may not be improper 
in this place. After a minute defcription of the 
neceflary apparatus, and of the different ficps of 
the operation, he treats of the methods cf obvi- 
ating a haemorrhage. He warm!'y recommends 
the tenaculum, in preference to the needle, ior 
taking up veffels, as, by this means, the nerve 
will not be included with the artery, and a train 
of dangerous and difagrecabie fymptoms a- 
voided, Inftead ofa flip of linen, for pulling up 
the 
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the mufcles while we apply the faw, he recom- 
mends a piece of leather, about fixteen or cigh- 
teen inches long, and of a proportional breadth, 


which is lefs apt to entangle the teeth of the 
faw. 


In amputating below the knee, the author ad- 
vifes us to fave as much of the leg as poffible, as 
by this means a leather leg may be ufed, and the 
motion of the knee preferved, which he efteems 
much preferable to refting the knee upon a wood- 
en leg. Hence he direéts, that, unlefs in cafes of 
compound fractures, where there is reafon to fu- 


itpec& that the bone is fplintered higher than the 


place where the wound is made, the leg fhould 
always be taken off as near the ancle as circum- 
{tances will admit. 

Mr Bromfeild likewife propofes a method of 
amputating at the fhoulder, which is much the 


fame with that of Mr de La Faye. He recom- 


mends, however, that the external flap fhould be 
made fhorter than De la Faye had propofed ; and, 
contrary to all former opinions, direéts, that the 
blood-veffels fhould be left very long ; as by this 
means the nutrition of the fhoulder will be pre- 
ferved, while at the fame time no inconvenience 
will arife from the length of the veffels, as from 

their 
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their elafticity they will foon retire within the 
flefh. 


In the third chapter, the author treats of tu- 
mours. Thefe, he obferves, have been clafied 
under two gencral heads; tumours from fluxion, 
which comprehend all thofe of the inflammatory 


_kind ; or from congeftion, which comprehend the 


indolent fwellings. The cure, he obferves, is to 
be attempted, either by difpelling them, or by 
bringing them to fuppuration. With the firft in- 
tention he recommends gentle antiphlogiftic pur- 
gatives, and faturnine applications to the part af- 
fected. In forwarding fuppuration, he obferves, 
that, from violent circulation, {fphacelus will enfue ; 
and, on the contrary, from languid circulation, 
an anthrax. The pulfe therefore will chiefly di- 
rect us, both with regard to evacuations, and the | 
proper regimen. He is of opinion, that the feat 
of circumfcribed abfcefles is in the adipofe, and 
not, as has generally been imagined, in the cel- 
lular membrane. Abfcefles, when formed, are 
to be opened cither by incifion or cauftic. Each 
of thefe methods he tells us, will, from circum- 
ftances, at different times, claim the preference. 
In large abfcefles, cauftics cannot be applied to the 
whole extent of the tumour, and in {mall ones 
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they will deftroy more of the fkin than we would 
wifh. But, in indolent tumours, large cautftics, 
from the tendency which they have to promote 
fur a uration, are to be preferred. The author 
icludes this fubject, by laying it down as a ge- 
ne era rule in all operations in furgery, to fave as 
much of the found {kin as is poflible, and not to 
leave any part of that which is difvafed. 

‘Phe fubject of the fourth chapter is Eryfipelas. 
Tue general pee of treatiug eryfipelas 1s to a- 
bate the infamn sy bleeding, cooling pur- 
ges, and an ant: ET couric. But, previous to 
this, Mr Bromfeild recommends that the caufe 
of the diforder be inquired into, and, if it be cri- 
tical, itis by no means to be repelled. He tells 
us of an erviavelas of the head, which was epidc- 
mic for two years, im which it was neceflary to 
employ cordials aad the Peruvian bark ; as an an- 
tipiogillic courfe very generally proved fatal. 


Mr Bromfeild next treats of the anthrax, 


which ne teis us has generally been defined, a 


hieliy inflammatory tumour, the effect of pefti- 
lential particles lodged in the blood. . He divides 
cumours into the peftlential and non-neft'len- 
cal. And theie iaft he again fubdivides into thof: 
wueh proceed from a quantity of highly inflamed 

bleod, 
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blood, and thofe which are the eilect of a putrid 
and malignant fever. It is with regard to thefe 
two fpecies only, that our author has had an Op- 
portunity of making any obfervations; and the 
treatment adapted to each is, he teils us, ex- 
tremely different. In the malignant, the priimac 


_viae fhould be duly emptied, and then recourfe 
mutt be had to antifeptics, cordia!s, and volatiles. 


The non-malignant require large and repcated 
evacuations, as well as a yencral antiphlogiftic 
regimen. But, even in this fpecies, if, after the 
tumour comcs to fuppuration, it difcharge a thin 


ichor, the Peruvian bark is, he tells us, almoft 


always a fpecific. 

In the fixth chapter, the author treats of the 
reduction of the os brachii when diflocated. ‘The 
frequency of diflocations here, he aicribes to the 
particular apparatus of the joint, and the expo- 
fure of the top of the fhoulder to accidents. The 
head of the os brachiale, he obferves, when dif- 
located, will fometimes be throvin into the axil- 
la; at other times, under the pectoral mufcle and. 
clavicle ; fomctimes outward and backward, but 
rarcly upward. Aiter enumerating the fpecies 
of diflocation, the author next points out the figns 
by which diflocation is to be difcovered, and the 

common 
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arm, though eafily reduced, will, from laxity of 
H the mufcles pafling over the fhoulder-joint, hap- 
pen again, in confequence of the flighteft acci- 
dent. In thefe, befides proper fupport for a con- 
fiderable time, the author directs the repeated ap- 
plication of blifters round the fhoulder. 


common methods practifed for reduction. One 
of the principal circumftances which he fuggefts 
a. as an improvement here, is, that the fcapula be 
| direttly backward, in place of forward 
and downward, as has commonly been directed. 
Fe There are fome cafes, in which diflocations of the 


agit. 


fe _ The firft volume is concluded with an appen- 
dix, containing mifcellaneous obfervations, which 
feem chiefly to have been introduced with a view 
of confirming the preceding doétrines. 


The author fets out, in the fecond volume, 
with treating of the difeafes of the bones. He firlt 
confiders what 1s ufually called pain in the bones. 
This he refers to an affection of the periofteum, 

as he confiders the bones as altogether infenfible, 
and confequently not liable to pain. This affec- 
tion he divides into two kinds, the venereal and 
the rheumatic: In the former, the pains are only 
fevere in the night, and are, in general, confined 


to the moft folid part of the cylindrical bones ; 
whereas, 
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mM — ‘whereas, in the latter, they are almoft conftant, 
. and more frequently attack the joints or large ends _ 
: of bones. He afcribes caries to a divifion of the 


nutricnt veflzils of the bones, either by external 
a injury, or an acrimonious ilate of the ‘fluids. 
\Where the defquamation of a carious bone is ex- 
pected to be tedious, the cure, he tells us, may 
trequently be haftened, by taking out the difea- 
Gf fed parts with the head of a trepan, attending, 
i however, at the fame time, to the gencral habit, 
by the ufe of proper medicines internally. 
Tumours of the bones often arife from vene-— : 
real caufes, and are denominated tophi, gummi, 
| or nodes. The tophi, Mr Bromfeild tells uS, a- 
| rife from a chalky fubftance, depotited between 
| the offeous fibres of the bones, while the nodes 
are owing to an infpiflated humour obftrudting 
the nutrient veilels of the bones, but without ex- 
travafation. In the laft cafe, when the periofteum 
is thickened, but the bone itfelf not affected, a 
courfe of mercury, he informs us, will often pro- 
duce a perfect cure. The very violent pain, 


which fometimes accompanies fwellings of this 
kind, and which probably proceeds from the ex- 


f tenfion of the periofteum, will almoft always be 
relieved by a imple incifion through that mem- 
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brane, fer the whole ! ieneth of the node. Sucli 


cil re alledges, will be strended 


with exfoliation, which the tedious mmcthod of 
aeliroving thetic tumours by cauitic ts very re cady 


to 


In the foina ventofa, the feat the difeafe, 


cording. to our author, isin the medulla of the 


bone. It becoines inflamed, in confcquence ci- 
ther of an internal caufe, or external injury. Mat- 


ter is at lat formed, which by degrees Corrodes 


the bone, and makes its way towards the fkin. 
When it is come fo far, that fluctuation can be 

ybferved, he advifes, that the matter fhould be 
immediately difchars gcd by incifion. If,: at the 


fame time, proper medicines be given, the chil- 


dren well fupported, and the parts hept cic an and 
dry, patience and perfeverance will irequer.ly ef- 
fectuate cures, not otherwiiet to be 
bout. 


The rickets, of which Mr Bromfeild treats, in 
his fecond chapter, depend, he tells us, on a ge- 
neural lax'ty of the fyft{em, together with a parti- 
cular aifection of the bones, which are then al- 
ways found more or lefs in a foft ftate. In con- 


‘-auence of this, the bones are rendered fome- 


cs fo fiexible, as to be affected by evcry ex- 
ternal 
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ternal preflure, even the molt flight; and fome- 
times mercly by the attion of different mufcles. 
A very extraordinary cafe of fach flexibility in the 
bones, which was communicated to the author 
by Mr Sue, furgcon to the Charité at Paris, 1s 
here narrated. In the cure of the rickets, as the 
mefenteric glands are in general affected, after 
tuc inteftines are thoroughly emptied, he recom- 
mends the ule of purified quick-filver, which he 
affures his readers is a mo‘t eificacious remedy in 
removing fuch obftructions. Afterwards, in or- 
der to ftrenethen the patient, he directs the ufe 
of the cold bath and Peruvian bark. 
‘The author next treats of contufions of the fy- 
novial glands. With regard to glands in eene- 
ral, he afferts, that there 1s no difference between 
the conglobate and conglomerate glands: For, 
fays he, the fame gland will be found in one ani- 
mal of the conglobatc, and in another of the con- 
elomerate kind. And even in the human fpecies, 
the fame gland is in the foctus of the conglome- 
rate kind, which afterwards becomes conglobate, 
as is the cafe with the kidney. Contufions of the 
fynovia! glands of the joints are very frequent. 
They are “particularly apt to happen to thofe lod- 
ged in the acctabulum of the ofla innominata, 
from 
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irom) upon the knee or the grear trocnaiutcr, 
| 4 Accidents of this kind are chicfly to be detc€&ed 
by great pain os the joint, in confequence of falls, & 


where neither fracture nor diflocation can be per- 
ceived. In fuch cafes, Mr Bromfeild recom- 
mends repeated bleeding, together with low diet 
and gentle purgatives. But what he has found 
more effeatual than every other method, is, keep- 
ine the rectum conitcsitly empty by clyfters. ‘This, 
by removing every kind of preflure from the vet- 


. 
e 


fels within the pelvis, from which the glands of 
the joints are fupplicd, gives the greateft afal- 
ance in removing the 

The treatment of frattures is the next fubjec: 
of confideration. Ifa furgeon be called immedi- 


ately aiter a fracture, he may inffantly proceed tothe 


reduction ; but, if the fwelling be confiderable, the 
linb, Mr Bromieild tells us, fhould be allowed to 
reft till it be entirely gone. ‘The fracture being 
reduced, and flips of pafte-board, focked in aqua 
faturnina, being applied, and retained by a roller 
not very tight, he advifes that the limb fhould be | 
laid ina bent poiture, to relax the different muf- 
cles as much as poffible. 

In fractures of the patella, it has been a matter of 
dispute among practitioners, whether the fepa- 
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rated pieces of bone fhould be brought into con- 


tact and permitted to unite, or fhould merely be 


made to approach each other, but not fo clote as 
to endanger their union? |The author imagines — 
that the dire@tions given by both parties are equal- 
ly fauity. He advifes, that no bandage fhould 
be applied for the firft eight or ten days, or ull 
the fwelling and tenfion of the parts be entirely 
fubfded: But after that, the ends of the bones 

may with the ercatelt fatety be brought into con | | 
tact and permitted to unite. Lot this | method, It 
has beca by fome praGisioners, that 2 


ancylofis the kuce wil be induced, by part 


the tor the caitus, dropping 


into the joint, which they alledee would not hap- 


pen, if the ends of the bone were not brought 


into contast., Bur this, the author tells us, oc- 


curs only tne ico has been kept extended 


and void of metion tor too long a time; two 


months or ten weeks being the common period. 


it, however, by the end of the third week, the 
patient be permuted to hang his lee down, begin- 


ning with the fightett deviation from the extend- 
ed itate, and every ‘in continuing to bend it 
more and more, the callus will cradually be ex- 
tended, the interior furface of the € patella rende- 
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red perfeétly fmooth and equal, and a proper 
motion of the joint with its ufual ftrength will be 
obtained. 


_ A fraéture of the fibula is confidered by many 


furgeons as a thing of little confequence ; but our 
author afferts, that the greateft attention is here 
requifite ; and that Jamenefs as often occurs from 


mifmanagement in this cafe, as from a fracture of 
any bone whatever. In applying the proper banda- 


ees, he adviics that particular care be taken that it 

be done in fuch a manner, as to prevent the frac- 
? 

tured ends of the bone from preiling upon the 


tibia. The fame caution is lkewife neceflary in 


the treatment of fractures of the radius and 


ulna. In thefe cafes, broad long fpiints only 


fhould be appiied. They fhould belong enough 
to fupport the hand, and hinder its pronation and 
fupination; and broad enough to prevent the 
tapes from preiuung on the bone, in the fpace be- 
tween che edges of the pafte-board. 


In fractures of the ribs, an emphyfematous 


{welling is no uncommon fymptom. This is 


fometimes fo confiderable as to extend over the 
whole body, while, at the fame time, a difficulty of 


breathing frequently takes place to fuch a height | 
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as to endanger fuffocation. Thefe fymptoms c- 
vidently arile from the lungs being wounded, toce- 
ther with the pleura, by the extremities of the 


fractured rib. By this means, the air finds 


a paflage into the cavity of the thorax, and into 


the furround: ing cellular men ubrane, The cure 


confilts in giving a iree exit to the air. Tox this 


purpofe, Mr Bromfeild advifes t ¢ paracentefis of 
tae thorax, wnich was firlt DY Dr Méon- 
ro, aad alterwards by Mr fiewfon, althouvh our. 


author icemns to imagine that it had berere been 


hinted at by Pard. 


In the treatment of fractures of the extrcmi- 
2 


ties, wiictuer of the finp:e or Kind, 
the muicies wil moit relaxed, is erecily res 


fiuiat methou ii nis Ceres, 
mends, i Very tac tic or the 
invented by Bir Woihara >oarp, as, Dy means oF 
the fame fo Wail, tiat rhe CA 
cer, W hen thefe cannot be he recomninds 
trong paite- board 7.1 foaked 1 lik Wace? OF Vi inecar, aS 
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it very readily takes the fhape of the limb, and 
when dry keeps it perfectly firm. 

In treating of the ftone, Mr Brontfeild fets out 
with a defcription of the parts fubfervient to the 
fecretion, reception, and cxpulfion of urine, and 
of the parts which are cut in the epcration of Ti-- 
thotomy. Heimagines that calcalous complaints 
arife from the blood being overloaded with thof: 
earthy and c.iaceous particles, which, even in a 
natural ftate, i: always contains in a ccrtain*pro- 


portion. He accounts for its occurring more fre- 


quently in the kidneys and bladder than any o- 
ther part, from the great quantity of that fort of 
matter which daily pafles off by thefe organs, and 
from the ready nucleus for flone, which 1s afford- 
ed by a fmall quantity of gravel refting in the biad- 
der. From this fuppofition too, the author accounts 
for women being fo feldom afflicted either with 
the {tone or the gout; as, he allcdges, that, in them, 
when the bones are arrived at their full growth, 
the redundant cretaccous particles are carried off 
by the uterine difcharge. In confirmation of this 
opinion, he mentions two cafes in which a creta- 
ceous concretion, about the fize of a child’s head, 
was found in the cavity of the uterus in two dif- 


ferent women. ‘This chalky matter, he con- 
| cludes, 
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cludes, muft certainly have been brought there 
by the blood veffels which open into the cavity of 
the womb. 

Mr Bromfeild puts no faith in the power of 
folvents of the ftone, whether taxcn by the mouth 
or injected into the bladder. He is even of opi- 
nion, that in both ways they will frequently do 
mifchief; as, by occafioning delays, difeafes of 
the bladder may occur from which the patient’s 
chance of recovery will be diminithed. 

When treating of the operation ot lithotomy, 
he mentions feveral mothods which have been 
propofed by others, and concludes with the ac- 
count of one peculiar to himfelf, which he has 
practifed for feveral years paft, and ftill continues 
to prefer. In the common lateral operation, which 
is at prefent moft frequently performed, Mr Broin- 
feild alledges, that the gorget, the cutting inftru- 


-ment which is made ufe of, feldom, if ever, cuts 


the proftate gland properly ; and as its fhoulders. 


are generally high, there is a rifque, by pufhing 


it forcibly forward, of feparating or tearing the 
proftate gland from the membranous part of the 
urethra. To avoid all danger of tnis kind, he ad- 
vifes that as much of the proftate gland as we 
would with to divide fhould be cut with the {cal- 

pell; 
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sat ms ae he aflures us, can be done with the 
He tells us, however, that there 
the whole gland. About 
ac cuc through, the remaining 
found will ia yicidl ufliciently for the 
Part On nes 5 and, by this 


micas, the patcut wiu always. be enabled to re- 


tain his urine: So that there will be little rifque of © 


fiitulous uicers remaining after tie operation. 


Yor fuch as are afraid of cutting fo deep, as is 
here directed, with the comumoen tcalpeil, he recom~ 
mends, either the biflourie caché of the French 
{urgeons, or the double gorgeret, an inftrument 
of his own invention. Fle hkewite propotes fome 
improvements upon the forceps. When ftones 
are large and foit, he propotes a contrivance for 


preventing agreat degree of preilure on them, by 


meansol aniren pitt patting throveiia temaic ferew 
in one branch ot tae forceps, and reaching very 
nearly j in contact with the other, while the ftone 
is included in the forceps. When the fione is 
rough, in order to prevent its lacerating the parts, 
two additional blades arc propofed, which, lic tells 
us, may eafily be introduced, one by one, and af- 
‘erwards fixed atthe axis. Inthis way, the Hone 
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comes to be in a manner incafed, and may be ex- 


tracted with fafety. 
Mr Bromfeild is of opinion, that the fuccefs of 


lithotomy depends much upon the management 


of the patient before and after the operation. A- 
mong other things he recommends the warm 


bath as a proper preparatory ftep; and he enjoins 


it as abfolutely neceflary after the operation, if 
the pain in the wound fhould be great, the abdo- 
men tenfe and hard, the fkin dry, the fever fmart, 
and no difcharge by urine. pee 

In the fiftulous openings that fometimes remain 
after this operation, when they are of a fimall fize, 
and when bougies have failed in the cure, the au- 
thor tells us, that he has often fucceeded, by in- 
troducing a knitting needie, pretty hot, which, by 
making the fides of the canal fwell, brings them 
into contact, and thus difpofes them to unite. 


In extracting the {tone from women, two me- 
thods have been prepofed ; cither by dilatation, or 
by divifion of the urethra. When the former of. 


thefe ways is refolved upon, a new method of do- 


ing it is recommended by our author, which, 
from his own experience, he has found fuccefsful. 
The clofed extremity of the appendicula inteftini 
caeci of any fimall animal, being introduced into 

the 
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the bladder, by means of a blunt directory, and 


- 


a proper length of the open end being lett out, 


iste 


it is to be filled with wari water, by means of a 
fyringe, and the water prevented from returning, 
by a proper ligature. A twilt or two is then 
to be made, upon that portion of the appendicu- 
ia which was left out, fo that the clofed end may 
be diftended; and thus, a twit or two being given 

from time to time, a confiderable dilatation may, 
he tells us, be produced, without excoriation, or 
much pain; both which circumitances, the 
common method, cannot be avoided. 


When the method by incifion ts preferred, ié 
may, he teils us, be done, by introducing a ftraight 
directory, by the urethra, into the bladder, and 
pafling the double corgeret along it, in fuch a 
umanner as to cur the neck of the bladder on the 


fide, flantine obliquely downwards. The a- 


ncration is alirwards to finitked in the fame 


manner as men, 


This treatile is concluded by fome obfervations 
on different difeafes of the urethra, In total fup- | 
preflions of urine, tram whatever caufe, Mr 
Bromfeild tells us, that we may frequently fuc- 
ceed in the introduction of the catheter, by firft 
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attempting the introduction of a bougie, which 
may often be done, when the other cannot. 


Tumours frequently arife in the perincum, in 
confequence of a gonorihoea being fuddenly 
fupprefled ; and when they are allowed to fuppu- 
rate, and break outwardly, very troublefome 
fiftulous openings are often the confequence. 
This, the author tells us, may, in almoft every 
cafe, be prevented, by the introdu@tion of bougies 
before the breaking of the abfcefs, which will 
bring on a fuppuration internally. Swellings oi 
the tefticles, in confequence of the fuppreffion 
of gonorrhoea, may likewife, he tells us, be fre- 
quently removed, merely by the ufe of bougies, 
{rom their inducing a return of the difcharge. 
When bougies are ufed, he inculcates ftrongly, 
that care be taken to fecure them properly ;_ be- 
caufe, from want of attention to this circum- 
ftance, difagreeable confequences have fometimes 
occurred. | 
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Memsire fur les Abces critiques ; par J. G. Acrcl. 
Vid. Memsires de ? Académie Royale des Science: 
de Stock ‘boli, traduit par M. De Keralio, 4to, 
Paris. 


‘ 


ee author of this memoir furnifhes us 


with an intance, in which very fatal con- 
fequences enfued from opcninge ablcefles formed 
externally. When the French army returned 


from Bohemia, a putrid fever prevailed in it, 


which feemed to be occafioned by exceffive cold 
and reat fatiguc, fuperadded to the vernal ter- 
tians. Upon reacutng the frontier hofpitals, the 
fick enjoyed a more favourable fituation. Abf- 
ceffes were then formed behind the ears, in the 


arm-pits, and other parts of the body, and, by the 


appearance of thefe, the febrile fymptoms were 


evidently abated. 


The firfk method praétifed with thefe abfceffes 
was, to open them vpon being fully maturated. 
But, when this was done, the patients felt them- 
felves much weakened ; their fymptoms returned ; 


anil they) in general died within eight days. In 
fome 
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fome cafes, after the fluctuation of matter could 
be diftinctly felt in thefe tumours, it was difchar- 
ged by ftool, by {pitting, or by the nofe ; and, in 
thefe cafes, the patients in general recovered. 

The phyficians, therefore, were naturally led 
to follow the cure pointed out by nature. They 
no longer opened thefe abfcefles. ‘They neither 
attempted to promote fuppuration by external ap- 
plications, nor to retard it by means of evacuants. 
But, when the abfceffes were fully maturated, 
they purged their patients with manna, rhubarb, 
caffia, or Epfom falt. It was obferved, that, by 
the time they had taken the third dofe, the ftools, 
in general, became purulent, the patients felt 
themfelves eafier, the abfcefles diminifhed, and 
at length entirely difappeared. For diet, they 
had good foup, without falt or fpice ; and their 
drink confifted of mucilaginous ptifanes. By this 
treatment almoft all who were affected with the 
difeafe recovered. 
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ALIO. Pyris, 


Ourteen tic patients in the royal hofpi- 
stalat Stockholm were treated with pills of 
the ftramonium. Of thefc, eight were intirely 
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cured, five had their fymptom and onc 


only received no renct, Che ereateft part of thele 
patients, upon beginning the ufe of thisremedy, 
were aifected with confufion in their heads, dim- 


nefs in their eves, amd thiric; but fymptoms 


gradually diminifhed. 


A woman, alterchild- bed, was feized with mad- 


nefs, for which no caufe could be afhi ened. Her 
xenfes continued reeular, but the fhewed evident 
marks of great fenfibility of the nervous fyftem. 
Two phyficians wno attended her, after trying o- 
thcr remedies in vain, had recourfe to the ftra- 
monium. hey began her with pills of half a grain 
thrice a-day, and gradually augmented the dofe, 
till 
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tll fhe took fix or eight grains in the day. The 
ood effects of this remedy foon appeared. It was 
not long before fhe recovered her reafon, which 
fhe enjoyed perfe@ly for many years after- 
wards. 

A woman, after being for nine years affected 
-vith an itchy eruption at the points of her fingers, 
had it cured by means of plafters. This cure 
was followed by fluor albus, attended with many 
—troublefome fymptoms, the principal of which 
were, oppreffion at-her breaft, a tendency to deli- 
rium, vomiting, and frequent pains in her belly. 
_ Tke ordinary medicines employed in fuch cafes 
were tried in vain ; and attempts were made to 
recall the eruption to her fingers, but to no pur- 
pofe. But, by the ufe of ftramonium pills, her 
fymptoms were greatly abated, her appetite refto- | 


red, and her general habit and ftrength much re- 
eruited. 
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| fur main par par 
Lindhoult. Vid. Aiemoires de ? Acadénite 
Revale des Sciences de tradurt par 
Keraho,:. ato, Faris. 

man was affected with deafic’s in his left 
A ear, accompanied with conflant 


Vor this complaint, he was electrified, and in two 


or three minutes lis hearing was periectiy reiic- 


red. 

a A man, for thirty years, had his hearing confi- 
ft derably impaired ; and, for ten years, he had been 

affected with tinnitus and pain in the tecth. By 
7 the ufe of electricity, lie was freed from all thefe 
complaints. 

i _ A young man, about twenty years of age, was 
i afllicted with very violent colics, during which, 


there was a difcharge of blood from his cars. 
This impaired his hearing; but by electricity it 
was reftorcd. 
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A girl feven years of age, wo had been deaf, 
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= birth, was electrified. Mer hearing was gradual- 

reltored ; and fhe foon learned to fpcak. 

A young man, about mincteen years of age, fal- 

ling into water through ice, contracted a dullnefs 
of hearing ; from which he was foon recovered by 

electricity. 


and of confequence dumb, from the time of her 


Il. Pains in the Limbs. 


A ftone-hewer, after being long fubject to at- 
tacks of epilepfy, was at length affected with 
pain and ftiffnefs in his feet and knees. By the 

: ufe of electricity, for a few days, he became able | 
to work as before. | 

A young man was fo afflicted with pain in his 
right thigh, as co be unable even to turn himfelf 
in bed. Upon its being clectrified for a few days, 
he was able to walk out of his chamber, without 
any uneafinels. 


WL. Mu/feular Contrattions. 


A man, wnofe knee-joint had continued bent 


ficd, was reilored to the free ufe of it. 
Aa 2 A 


| 
| 
for feveral years, upon being three times eleétri- 4 
| 


A young man had his right foot bent outwards 
in fuch a manner, that he could not walk without 
a {taff. He was electrified for thirteen days. On the 
thirteenth, he burnt his ftaff, and never had occa~ 
fion to ule it afterwards. | 


A girl, about four ycars of agc, contracted a 


flight lamenefs from the fmall pox. This coms 


plaint encreafed in fuch a manner, that, by the 
time fhe was thirteen, fhe could not walk without 


crutches, and barely touched the ground with | 


her toes. After being eleétrificd for twenty days, 
fhe could walk without any affiftance. 


IV. Intermittent Fever. 


A gardener, aged thirty-three, wanted to try e- 
lectricity for an obftinate quartan, under which 
he had laboured for a long time. He was accor- 
dingly electrified, after which, he fweated pro- 


fufely for feveral nights. Upon this, his paro- 


_xy{ms became lefs fevere, and at length the fever 


entirely left him. 


We have had, fays Mr Lindhoult, feveral ex- 
ampies of the efficacy of electricity in each of 
thele cafes. And it has alfo been employed in 
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palfy of the tongue, weaknefs of fight, epilepfy, 
rheumatifm, colic, and toothach with equat fuc- 
cels, 


Vie 


Memsire fur PUfage Medicinal du Genét, par 
J. Odhelius, medecin du Rot. Vid. Memures 


de ? Académie Royale des Sciences de Stockhelity 
traduit par M. De Keralio. 4to, Paris. 


HE Swedifh army having gone into win- 
T ter quarters inthe year 1759, there ap- 
peared among them a catarriial epidemic fever, 
which ufually terminated by an impericct crifis. 
The feet, legs, and thighs fwelled, and thefe con- 
plaints either continued ob{tinate or terminad in 
aformaldroply. Attempts were made to ftop 
this metaftafs by the ufe of purcatives, They 
frequently occaiiuucd a watery diarritoea, bat 
without relieving the fymproms. D-ureucs were 
~more fucceisiul, particularly a lixivium of the 
afhes of juniper. But this plant beine very rac: , 
broom was fubflituicd in its place, which bad 
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ftill better effect. From drinking a ftrong lixi- 
viun of broom-afhes, the urine became abun- 
dant, and the fwellings foon difappeared. By cin- 
ploying, after this, the common means for 
ftrenethening the folids, many were reftored 
periect health. 


Vil. 


Piocherches fir les modificatiens de Patmofphere, 
esatenant Phifsive critique du Barometre, et dit 
Therngmeire, un trae fur ta conftruclion de ces 
jelivmens, des experiences relatives aleurs wfages, 
cf principalement a fa mejure des bauteurs, et a 
correction des refractions meyennes, avec fi- 
cures, par J. A. De Luc, Crtsyen de Geneve, 


Coirelp. des Academ, des Sciences de Pas 


ris, ef ce Montpelher, fome 1. 4t0, Geneva. 


Bw YOR the work now before us, we are indebt- 
k cd to the long continued labour of a moft 
ufirious phvoiopher. In the year 1762, Mr 
De Luc prcfented his manufcript to the royal a- 
cademy of fciences at Paris. It was fubmitted to 

the 


4 M E A 
: 
a 
i 
if 
4 ine 
Lae 
if 
“a 
3 
i 
i 
4 
Be 
a 
{ 
| 
He 
: 
, 


COMMENTARIES. 375 


the examination of thofe eminent men, Mefirs De 
la Condamine, and De la Lance, wio, alter at-- 


tentive perufal, gave It as tucir opimion, that it 


might juiily be confi_crcd as one of the greateil 


trealures with winca phiolophy had been enrich- 


ed for years beiore. Dut the author, tat 


he wight have an opportunity of {till farther con- 
fir nat by repeated experinents, 10fe difeove- 
mes kept the we ten years 
longer ta an noficiliun, before he would venture 
to jubmit ic to tue judgement of the public, 
Tow far it wil now fatisty the expectation 
that has been entertained with regard to it, thofe 
who attentively examine the work ttfelr mulk de- 
termine. All that we can propot i is, to Give our 
readers fuch a view of it, as the limits of our pu- 


plication Wik allow. 

The importaiuce of the barov: eter, in the folu- 
tion of many questions in natural pailofopiy, and 
the difacultics that ettend its conitruction and an- 
plication for obtaining thefe ends, firft induced 
Mr de Luc to turn aitention to tis Mnprove- 
ment of thts inftrument. De hoped, that thus he 


4 
fhould be enabled to give a mere exact folution 


of many of thofe phacnomena waich, by means 
of it, mav be elucidated. In the progreis of his 
aaa iInguiries, 
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inquiries, finding how intimately the barometer is 
conneéted with the thermometer, he has likewife 
beftowed part of his attention upon this laft in- 
ftrument. To fhew the ftate in which he found 
the barometer, and to rouze the attention of the 


public to a fubje& fo intercfting, he fets out with 


ahiftory of that inftrument. In this he prefents us 


with an account of its invention, of the moft ef- 


fential changes which have been made upon its 
con{truction, of the theories which have been 
formed to explain its phaenomena, and of the 


principal experiments hitherto made with it. 


Few are ignorant, that the barometer was in- _ 
vented in the year 1643, by the celebrated ‘Torri- 
celli, and that he likewife pointed out its ufe for 
difcovering the weight of the atmofphere. Soon 
afterwards, Mr Pafcal hinted at its application for 
meafuring the heights of mountains, which was 
firft put in practice by Mr Perrier. — 

In treating of the changes which this inftru- 
ment has undergone, Mr de Luc firft gives an ac- 
count of the Torricellian barometer, and then of 
thofe invented by Defcartes, Huygens, Hook, 
Morland, Bernoulli, Amontons, De Mairan, and 
Prins. ‘To the account of each he has added 

fome 
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fome obfervations on the advantages and difad- 
vantages with which it is attended. 


A phaenomenon attending barometers, which 
foon attracted the attention of philofophers, was. 
the light which they often produced, upon the 
mercury within them being agitated. Upon this 
fubje& he prefents us with the opinions of Ber- 
noulli, Homberg, De Mairan, Du Fay, and Mul- 
ichenbroeck, who imagined, that it chiefly depend- 
ed upon fome particles of fire, introduced, either 
by the mercury having undergone a preparation, 
by which fome fuch matter might attach itfeif, or 
by fome particles of air getting into the upper 


_ part of the tube, and carrying along with them > 


the matter of fire. Thefe opinions, however, for | 


many reafons, he rejects, and inclines to adopt that 


of Mr Hawkefbee, who fuppofes it to be an clec- _ 
trical phaenomenon. ‘This he endeavours to fup- 
port, by fhewing, that thofe circumftances which 
influence the eleétrical power in glafs globes, have 
the fame effe& upon this property of barome- 
ters. Muffchenbroeck had found, that the baro- 
meter, in this ftate, attracted a thread, but fup- 
pofed it to depend upon the agitation of the air. 
objeétion, however, has been obviated by 
Mr Ludolff, in the Berlin Memoirs, who included 

both 
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bota tue thread and barometer in’ an exhaulted 
receiver, and cen found thread aviracted in, 
‘the jamie iaanner as in the open air. ife con- 
Cludes iis reiaarks oa fuoject w.th observing, 
thai a weil conttructed barometer is in gcncral 
electrical, but that a biro. neter may oe electri- 
cal, and, at the fame t. me, contin fuch a quan- 
tity of air, as tor nder it high y defective, and 
that a may be very goud being 
ele.trical. | 


Ie next proceeds to mention the method of 
exhauiting baromcters of their air, by means of 


boiliag the mercury in them. This method, he 


tells us, was firft communicated to Du Fay, by a 
German artift, and afterwards put in practice 
Cafiini de Lhury. He reprefents it as very 


auvantaveous lor correcting the irrevularity 
difer nt barometers, wien piaced in the fame 
circu. nikances Dut imagines it has been fol- 
lowed, from the iinpericet directions given con- 
cerning it; fromthe difficulty of the pr actice ; and 
from its appearing to be but of little confequencce. 
He next takes notice of an experiment of M. 
Plantade, concerning the etlects of the different 
diaineters of the tubes employed as barometers. 
Atat houfand toifes avove the level of the fea, that 


gentleman iound tuat the mercury was lower 
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in {mall tubes than in large ones; but that, 
above that height, they were all cqual. This 
he attributed to the different weights of the air. 
But Meffrs Caffini and Monnier, upon repeating 
the experiments, found, that the difference de-_ 
pended upon portions of air remaining in the 
tubes. 


This chapter is concluded with an account of 
the effeéts of heat upon the barometer, which was 
firft obferved by Mr Amontons, who gave a rule 
for correcting it; but Mr de la Hire has contra- 
dicted it from his experiments. And both Du Fay 
and Beigton contend, that it happens only in thofe 
barometers which are not perfelly purged of air. 
But ourauthorthinks they are miftaken, the foun- 
dation of which he afterwards points out, when 
siving an account of his own experiments. He 
concludes, therefore, that heat has fome influence 
upon the barometer. 


Having thus given an account of the invention 
of the barometer, and of the varieties in the con- 
ftruction of it, the author proceeds, in the third 
chapter, to treat of the variations which the mer- 
cury undergoes in pointof height. This, he ob- 
ferves, is one of the moft interciling phaenomena 
with regard to the barometer, and has engaged 
the attention of the moft eminent philofophers. 


They 


4 
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They all agree, that differences in the height 
of the column of air, and changes in the 
ftate of the air itfelf, have confiderable in- 
fluence upon it. But, as it is evident that other 
effects, which muft neceffarily proceed from thefe_ 

caufes, and the variations which take place in the : 
barometer, by no means correfpond to each other, © 
caufes of a different nature muft neceflarily be 
called in: And on this philofophers have differ- 
ed much in their cp'nions. Mr de Luc here pre- 
fents us withan account of the hypothefes of Pafcal, 
Beal, Garden, Wallis, Lifter, Halley, Garften, De 
la Hire, Mariotte, Le Cat, Woodward, Leibnitz, 


-Mairan, Hamberger, Bernoulli, and Muffchen- 


broeck. With regard to thefe opinions in gene- 
ral, the author remarks, that, although many of 
them be founded upon circumftances which un- 
doubtedly hold to a certain degree; yet they are 
by no means fufficient to account for the varieties 


which occur; and that therefore fome other caufe 


muf{t be fought for. 


In the fourth chapter, the author prefents us 
w:th a particular hiftory of the attempts which 
have at different times been made to afcertain 
heights by means of the barometer. ‘The firft 
who attempted this was Pafcal. ‘The author fets 
out, therefore, with an account of his experiments 

on 
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onthis fubje@t; after which, he fubjoins thofe of 
Boyle, Mariotte, Halley, Maraldi, Scheuchzer, Jz 

Caffini, Bernoulli, Le Monnier, Caffini de Thuri, 
-Horrebow, and Bouguer. The differences among 
them are very remarkable. ‘To illuftrate this, a 
table is fubjoined, in which we have a diftin& | 
view of the heights, fuppofed by each, to corre- 
{pond to determined falls inthe barometer. This 
uncertainty, the author tells us, firft excited his — 
curiofity. And, as he found authors difagreeing 
fo much, he refolved, fhutting every book upon 
the fubject, to confult Nature alone, following her 
ftep by ftep, as far as fhe would conduét him. 
Having finifhed this hiftory, therefore, he next 
proceeds, in the fecond part, to give an account of 
his own experiinents and obfervations. 


If the remarks offered in the preceeding hifto- 
ry be well founded, it is by no means furprifing, 
that barometers, even in the fame circumftances, 
fhould difagree in point of altitude. Our author’s 
firft attention, therefore, is naturally beltowed on 
the means tobe employed for conitructing baro- 
meters, in fuch a manner, as to correfpond with 
each other, and be uniform in their rifing and 
falling. ‘The principal varieties in barometers, 
according to our author, depend upon the me- 
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thod of filling the tube, the influence of heat, the 
level at which it is placcd, the. fori of the tube 
itfeit, and the pofition aid uiviion of the 
On cach of thefe fubjccts we are preenicd wich 


CTH nents Cabwla G 9 “id 


with Gircciions by which the taults 


thence may be c orrecte ds 


When a ba Wonteter is to be filed, for preperiy 
purging it of the air, he recommends that the 
mercury fhould be boticd in the tub is 
to be done by turning cownwerds that beset 
of the (tive, tO Which tic fcale is to be fixed, and 
thici obliquely over a charcoal-fire, ex- 
pofiny the diferent parts of the tube fucceffively, 


tri the taxes 


leat affeC.s barometers in two ways, either by 
acting upon the mercury itief, or. upon the air 
they contain, if they 
In the one cale, it produces a reguar clevation of 


be not preperly purged of it. 
the mercury, and :n the other an irregular Ce- 
preffion. For the variations occurring in the lat- 
ter of thele ways, no can be fixed. ut, 
in the former cae, proper allowance may be 
made, from determining, by a thermometer, the 


degree of heat in which the barometer fiands. 
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treat care is neceflary in determining the level 
of a’barometer ; and, when a comparilon is to be 
made, the tubes fhould be as nearly as poffible 
of the fame diameter. | 


Fau!ts in barometers oiten arife from the man- 
ner in which the feale is meafured, as well as from 
the divifions themfelves: Particular attention to 
both circumftances, therefore, becomes abfolute- 
ly neceffary. Another circu:nftance claiming at- 
tention, is the pofition of the barometer when an 
obfervation is mace. With thofe that are fixed 


on a wall, attention is neceffary only, that they be 


properly placed at firft: But, with portable ones, 
Mr de Luc recommencs fuspending a plumb to 
them, that we may be beiter abie to judve when 
they are perpendicular. sAncther thing necefia- 
ry in making obfervations with barometers, is, 
that the eye of the obferver be always upon a le- 
vel with the mercury. By proper attention to all 
thefe circumiiances, the authors jo uf opinion, that 
obfervations made in di:.erent p'aces be com- 
pared with each other, end t.e Larometer fuc- 
cefstu'y empioyed for the o: many ufeful 
provlems ii plioopny. 


Aiter thef: Gbicrvaiioi.s on barometers, the au- 


thor procccus, m the fecond chapter of this part, 
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-totreat of thermometers. He regrets much the 
many errors that have arifen, and the many ob- 
fervations that are rendered ufelefs, by thermome- 
ters being differently conftru@ted: And he ob-. 

-ferves, that this inftrument can only be cxtenfive- 
ly ufeful, when fome one fcale is generally adinit- 
ted, and all the others are abandoned. He next 
proceeds to treat of the matter of which they 
fhould be formed ; and is of opinion, that quick- 
filver is preferable to every other, becaufe the di- 
latations which it fuffers from heat are moft ex- 
actly proportioned to the variations of the heat. 


The author next proceeds to give fome ac- 
count of the fixed points in thermometers. As 
thefe are not the fame in different thermometers, 
this leads him to give a hiftory of the principal 
thermometers which have hitherto been employ- 
ed. From this it appears, that the temperature at 
which water freezes, and that at which it boils, are 
the two fixed points moft generally adopted. On 
each of thefe, therefore, he beftows particular 
confideration. 


After pointing out the neceflity of fixing with 
precifion the inferior point, he obferves, that the 
methods hitherto taken for afcertaining the de- 

gree of cold fufficient to freeze water are equi- 


vocal, 
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vocal. To prove this, he examines particularly 
the opinion of Mr Reaumur, who feems to have 
beftowed the greateft attention on this fubdject. 
He propofes that, for fixing the inferior point or 
all thermometers, we fhould employ the teinpe- 
rature of melting ice or fnow; and he adduces 
_feveral experiments to prove, that this pomt can 
be afcertained with greater precifion than any o- 
ther. 

fuperior fixed point, which has in general 
been adopted, is that of boiling water. his he 
thinks preferable to thatof Mr Reaumeur, who 
took, as his fixed point, the higheft degree of 
heat, of which fpirit of wine is fufceptible, with- 
out boiling. But the heat of boiling water, he 
obferves, is influenced by feveral circumftances. 
The firft which he mentions, is the prefiure of the 
atmofphere upon the furface of the water, which, 
at different times, varics confiderably. To re- 
medy this, he propofes, that all thermometers 
fhould be made when the barometer is at a deter- 
mined height. For afcertaining both the inferior 
and fupertor fixed points, he directs, that rain- 
water fhould be employed, as being molt free. 
from impurities. | 
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- The divifion of the fcale of a thermometer, he 
obferves, is of itfelf a circumftance of little con- 
fequence : But it is of importance, that fcales, 
which have already been much employed, fhould | 
be retained. Hence he is for continuing the ufe 
of thofe of Fahrenheit and Reaumeur ; in the firft 
cafe, dividing the interval between the two fixed | 
pemts into a hundred and eighty; and, in the lat- 


tcr, into cighty equal parts. 


In treating of the conftruétion of thermome- 
ters, he tells us, ¢hat capillary tubes are prefera- 
ble to others; but that great care fhould be ta- 
ken that the calibers be uniform; that the balls 
bear a proper proportion to the length of the 
tube ; and that very pure mercury be employed 
for filling them. He is of opinion, that the beft * 
feaies, both for thermometers and barometers, are 
thofe made of fir. 


Yitherto the author has treated of thermome- 
ters adapted to the purpofes of philofophers : But, 
in the third chapter of this part, which concludes 
‘the volume now before us, he offers fome obfer- 
vations on thofe intended for the ufe of the public 
im general. Thefe, he thinks, fhould be made of 

fpirit of wine, rather than of mercury, as, in this 
way, they can be more eafily executed, and will 
| be 
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be lefs expenfive. Aiter offering many direc- 
tions, which he thinks fhould be followed in re- 
sulating and conitructing thefe, he obferves, that 

the concurrence of the public is the only mea- 
fure which will ever induce artifts to relinquifh | 
thofe faulty methods which they have already a- 
dopted*, 


ATreatife on the Kinkcough, with an Appendix, 
containing an account of Hemlock, and its Pre- 
parations. By Witham Butter, M. D. fellow 
of the Royal Cillege of Phyficians Edinburgh. 


Svo, London. 


HE obfervations on kinkcough, with which 

TL we are here prefented, are divided into 
feven chapters. In the firft of thefe, the author 
jets out with enumerating the fynonimes for this 
difeafe which have been employed by different 
authors. He then defines it, A quick and nu- 
merous fucceffion of violent fhort coughs, follow- 
ed by along, ftrait, and generally fhrill infpira- 
tion, which coughs and infpiration are repeated 
Bb 2 without 


* An account of the fecond vclume of this work will 
Se given in a future aumber, 
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without intermiffion, for many feconds, or even 
fome minutes, and often terminate in vomiting of — 
phlegm. To this definition he fubjoins a full de- 
{cription of the difeafe ; and concludes the chapter 
with fome remarks upon the prognoftics. Ac- 
cording to Dr Butter, a fatal termination of kink- 
cough ts owing, either to the length of the difeafe, 
or the violence of the fits. In infants, he ob- 


jerves, it terminates fatally, from producing 
convulfions, fuftocation, apoplexy, inflammation 
and fuppuration of the brain, ruptures, and in- 
curvation of the ipine. In pregnant women, it has 
often produced abortion; and, in adults, it occa- 


% 
‘ 


— 


fions inflammation of the lungs, and its confe- 
quences, more frequently than in children. From — 


Ay 


TD 


long continued kinkcough, patients will become 
uithmatic, canfumptive, rickety, or {crophulous. 

The author confiders a moift fkin, warm limbs, 
open belly, plentitul expectoration, and f ree vo- 
jiiting, as good fymptoms. On the contrary, he 


draws an unfavourable prognofis, when oppofite 
circumftances take place. Frequent haemorrha- 


€ 


gies, he obferves, protract the difeafe, and a pul- 
‘onary one is apt to induce confumption. In 
patients liable to epilepfy, or other diforders of 
the brain ; in fuch as have weak lungs, or who 
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have been reduced by a preceeding difeafe ; the 
kein kcough 1s Oiten productive of the worft confe- 


quences. When joined with worms, dyfentery, 
mcailes, fmail-pex, or peripneumonicfymptoms, it 


isalways dangerous, Our author concludes this chap- 
ter with obferving, that thefe prognoftics, according 
to the common method of cure, are uniformly 
juit; but that a more fuccefsful treatment will at- 
ford exceptions as to the danger. 


In the fecond chapter, Dr Butter proceeds to 
confider the nature of kinkcough. It is, our au- 


thor obferves, an epidemic contagious difeafe, of- 


ten complicated with other diiorders, forming va- 
rieties worthy of the moft attentive confideration. 
Tt is not effentially attended with fever ; as inthe 
intervals the patient is entirely free from any 
complaint. It commonly lafts for fome months, 
returning in fits for the molt part at equal diftan- 
ces. Much bleeding and purging are hurtful in 
it, ‘The moft famed remedies for it, are gentle 
vomits, flomachic laxative paregorics, and ftimu- 
lating antifpalmodics. It has often been carried 
off by a fright. And the diffections of thofe dy- 
ing early in it have difcovered nothing praeter- 
natural. From all thefe circumftances, he con- 
cludes, that it is a nervous fpaffnodic difeafe. 
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He farther remarks, that-an uncommon fecre- 


tioa of mucus takes place in this difeafe, a frec 


Cifcharge of which mitigates tie fymptoms : And 
chat, in proportion as the quantity of flime dimi- 
uithes, the fits become more mild and lefs fre- 
auent. Irom this, he concludes, that a morbid 
iriitability of the mucous glands is the primary 

alicction, and that the fpafins are on ly 
ry. 

An inquiry concerning the feat of the kink- 
cough is the fabject of the third chapter. Va- 
rious have been the opinions entertained with re- 
eard to it. Some have fuppoied it to be in the 
lungs, fome in the ftomach, fome in both, while 
others have maintained that it is in the head of 


the wind-p'pe or gullet. Dr Butter deferts all 


thefe opinions, and denies that any one of the 
places above mentioncd is primarily affected. He 


allcdges, that fome part o: the inteltinal canal is 
the principal feat of this difeafe. ‘To confirm this. 
opinion, he offers arguments drawn from four 
fources: 1. From the nature of thofe habits. 
moit fubject to kinkcough. It chiefly attacks 
children ; and, in them, it is well known that the 
intellinal canal is more irritable, and confequent- 
‘y more eafily affctted, than any other part of their 
bodies, 


| 

| 

| 

| 

. 

4 

r 

| 

| 


COMMENTARIES, 391 


bodies; 2: From the nature and cure of kink- 
cough, it is obfervable, that thofe children pafa 
mott eafily through this difeafe, who have an o- 
pen belly ; that vomits are moit ferviceable when 
they promote a gentle loofenefy atthe fame time; _ 
and that patients labouring under kinkcough bear | 
the action of vomits much better than they do of 
purgatives. All thefe circumftances, in the opi- 
of our author, feem to point out the inte- 
{tines as the feat of the diforder. 3. Irom the 
difeafes confequent upon kinkcough. The chief 
of thefe are, the king’s evil and rickets ; both of 
which, in a particular manner, derive their origin 
from an affection of the alimentary canal. 
4. From the periodical returns of the paroxyfms. 
Here our author runs a parallel between kink- 
cough and intermittent fever. He thinks it the 
moft probable opinion, that the latter of thefe 
difeafes has its proximate caufe in the guts ; ; and 
he is even inclined to fuppofe, that all intermit- 
tent diftempers depend upon a primary affection 
of the inteftinal canal. In fupport of this doétrine, 
he adds the hiftory of three intermittent difeafes, 
which were principally cured by evacuations from 
the inteltines. 
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The author concludes this chapter with addu- 
cing fome objections againft the fuppofition that 
kinkcough is feated either in the ftomach or lungs. 
He thinks it improbable that it is feated in the 


lungs, as he alledges that, in this difeafe, pectorals — 


do more harm than good: ‘That a pulmonary 
cough, if not dangerous, terminates fooner than 
kinkcough; and that the rickets and fcrophula 
are never produced by a pulmonary cough. He 


thinks it improbable that it is feated in the fto- 


mach, becaufe it is not attended with violent pain, 
ficknefs, faintifhnefs, and fuch like fymptoms ; 
and becaufe intermittent diforders in general can 


never be fufpected to have their feat in the fto- 


mach, fince vomits render more diftinct inter- 
miffions which were formerly obfcure. 

Having endeavoured to afcertain the feat of 
kinkcough, Dr Butter next endeavours to inve- 
fligate its caufes. As the chief predifpofing caufes, 


he points out the conftitutional irritability of chil- 


dren ; hereditary predifpofition to fpafmodic dif- 


orders; the actual exiftence of fuch diforders ; a 


redundancy of vitiated humours in the ftomach 
and guts 5 worms ; dentition; cold; and acute dif- 
eafes in general. The occafional caufe he fup- 
pofes to confift entirely. in infectious miafmata, 
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capable of generating the difeafe. Thefe- miaf- 
mata, he thinks, are the growth of Europe, in the 
fame manner as thofe of the: plague, meafles; and 
fmall-pox, are of warmer climates, ° 


‘Dr Butter next prefents us with the hiftory of 
twenty cafes of kinkcough, in- which’ He employ- 
ed hemlock, in different forms, with great fuccefs. 
Building upon this practice, he. proceeds, in the 
fixth chapter, to lay down the cure of kinkcough, 
both fimple and complicated. In the fimple kink- _ 
cough, he tells us, there is but one indication, 
and that is, to.adminifter hemlock. He direéts 
that it fhould be diffufed in a watery vehicle, be- 
gun in {mall dofes, and gradually increafed. For 
a child wnder fix months old, he direéts half a : 
grain to be confumed in a day; for one from fix 
months to two years old, one grain; afterwards 
allowing half a grain for every year of the pati- 
ent’s age, till he be twenty: Beyond that pe- 
riod, he direéts that ten grains be given for the 
firft day’s confumption, gradually increafing the 
dofe according’ to its effect. If the patient have 
not two ftools a-day, he advifes that magnefia or 
polychreft fault be added to the hemlock-mixture. 
In the cure of kinkcough complicated with worms, 
dyfentery, dentition, ague, {mall-pox, and meailes, 
he 
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he recommends, with the employment of hem- 
lock, the exhibition of fuch medicines as are bef! 

adapted to the nature of each particular difeatfe. 
When kinkcough is complicated with pregnancy, 
the fimple method of cure may, he tells us, be 
followed out with fuccefs. 


This treatife on kinkcough is concluded with 
fome general corollaries drawn from the preceed+ 
ing obfervations. He alledges, that hemlock is 
feldom contra-indicated by any peculiarity of 
temperament ; that it is a fafe remedy for kink- 
cough, both in the laft months of pregnancy, and 
firft months of infancy; that it 1s a certain anti- 
fpafmodic ; that it isa good medicine in dentition - 
and worms; that it fometimes removes fever, 
{tops immoderate excretions, and promotes fweat ; 
that it frequentiy keeps the belly open, and often 
purges; that fometimes it affeéts no fecretion or 
excretion ; that it immediately procures better 


nights in kinkcough, abates vomiting, and dimi- 
nifhes phlegm ; and that, in the {pace of a week, 
it generally removes the kink and other concomi- 
tant fymptoins, except a flight cough. 


To thefe obfervations on kinkcough, the author 
fubjoins an appendix concerning hemlock and its 
preparations. He here firft prefents us with the 

Synonimes 
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fynonimes and botanical defcription of the plant 5 
and tien makes forne remarks on its. preparati- 
‘ons, which he divides into internal and external. 
Of the firft kind are, the powder, the extract, 
the pills, and the mixture; and, of the laft, 
the plafter, the ointment, the poultice; and the 

The powder of Hemlock, Dr Butter prepares 
from the leaves, foct-ftalks, and tender parts of 
the ftem, gathered about the time the flowers be- 
gin to open. Thefe he direéts to be fpread on a 
hearth, before a good fire, with a deep fender 
behind, to haften the procefs of drying. When | 
they are fufficiently friable, they muft be reduced _ 
to a powder, and preferved in phials well ftopped. 
‘The powder, in this fituation, will retain its eff- 
cacy for feverai months. 

In order to prepare the extract, the plant, he 
tells us, at the fame age at which it is cut for the 
powder, be gathered over might, that all the 
other parts of the procefs may be finifhed on the 
following day. After being cut, bruifed, and 
put into hair bags, the expreffion muft be con- 
tinued till the drops fall very flowly. The whole 
of the juice, without depuration, muft then be 
put into a broad glazed platter, and placed over 
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a charcoal-fire; in a fire-pan. Before it becomes 
very hof, it runs-into clots.° You are then to ftir 
it frequently with a hemlock ftalk, keeping up a 
fufficient degree of heat to make the clots move 
about, without caufing any ebulition. Proceed 
in this-manner, till the inteftine motion ceafes, 
and no effort is made by the contiguous mals to | 
hil up any vacuities which the ftirring may occa- 
-fion in the bottom of the platter. You will 
then, fays he; have an extract of a proper confi- 
ftence. 


For making the pills, he advifes, that to any 
quantity of the extract, one fifth of. the powder 
fhould be added. .The mafs thus formed, is to 
be put up in ftone pots, capable of containing a 
pound weight; and in this manner, we are told, 
it will keep ite! well for the fpace of tw ns 

‘The hemlock mixture is an 1 extemporaneous 
prefcription, and is made by diflolving from eight 
to twenty, or more grains, of the mafs prepared 
for pills, in eight ounces of {pring water, and ad- 
ding to it half an ounce of proof-fpirit, and as — 
much white fugar. 


For the hemlock-plafter, he gives the fallow: 
ing receipt.. Jake of gum ammoniac eight .oun- 
Ces, 
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ces, common vinegar an Englifh pint; rub them 
together in a marble mortar, till the gum be dif- 
folved; then incorporate the {trained folution with 
four ounces of the mafs of hemlock-pills ; and af- _ 
terwards evaporate the whole over a very gentle 
heat, to the confiftence of a plalter. 


Equal quantities of the mafs of hemlock-pills 
and honey, mixed together without heat, confti- 
tute his ointment.’ And his poultice is made, by 

mixing either the powder of hemlock, or the 
bruifed leaves, with oat-meal, and a {mall pro- 
portion of honey, adding as much fpring-water 
as may be fufficient to bring the other ingredients 
to a proper confiftence. The hemlock-fomenta- 
tion he direéts to be prepared, by boiling eight 
ounces of the frefh herb, well bruifed, inan Eng- — 
lifh gallon of water, {training the liquor when cold, 

and afterwards heating it for ufe. 
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IX. 


Examen dela Queftion, Si les Efpéces changent par 
mi les Plantes? Nouvelles Expériences tentées 
ce fujet. Par M. Adanfon. Vid. Hiftoire de 
l’ Académie Royale des Sciences, année 1769, 4to. 
Paris. 


HE queftion which is propofed as the fub- 
‘ je& of this differtation, was firft ftarted 
by Mr Marchant. In the year 1715, he found 
a fpecies of mercurialis, the leaves of which re- 
fembled threads. It differed fo much from the 
common mercurialis, that he thought it deferved 
a particular name :. He therefore denominated it 
Mercurialis foliis capillaceis; The year follow- 
ing, this plant appeared in the fame place, with 
its leaves deeply cut, from which he termed it, 
Mercurialis foliis in varias et inaequales Jacinias 
quafi dilaceratis. Thefe obfervations led him to 
fuppofe, that new fpecies of plants may be pro- 
duced. 


Nothing farther was faid upon this queftion, 


sill the year 1744, when Mr Linna¢us, who had 
formerly 
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formerly been of a different opinion, began to en. 
tertain doubts on this fubje&, and to allow the 
-poflibility of new fpecies being produced. This 
proceeded from his having obferved feveral tranf. 
formations in plants. Of thefe we are prefented 
with fome inftances in the paper now before 
US. 


Mr Zoiberg, in the year 1742, when botani- 
zing in an ifland about feven miles from Upfal, 
found in a gravelly foil, which was covered over 
with Linaria, a plant greatly refembling the com- 
mon Linaria, but differing from it fo confiderably, 
as to conftitute a new genus, which he named 
Peloria. He imagined that it proceeded from the 
Linaria being foecundated by fome other plant. 

Another transformation happens annually in 
the garden at Upfal, where the feeds of the 


common thiftle produce the thiftle of the Pyre- 
nees. | 


A third transformation is, that the great and 
{mall Vervine of America have produced a new 
{pecies of Vervine, refembling in its leaves the 
Vervine of Europe, and in every other part the 
great Vervine of America. 


From thefe, and other fimilar inftances, Mr 
Linnaeus 


a 
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Linnaeus concluded, that many different genera 
ef plants are derived from the fame mother, by 
different fathers; and pointed it out as anew | 
field for botanifts to attempt the multiplication of 
the fpecies of plants, by diiferent mixtures. 

Mr Adanfon tells us, in the memoir now before — 
us, that he was at firft inclined to adopt this opi- | 
nion; but that, from a more particular examina- 
tion of the inftances adduced, he was at length led 
to reject it. The mercurialis of Mr Marchant 
difappeared in the year 1716; and was firlt feen 
again in the royal garden at Paris, in the year 
1766. It was in full bloom on the eleventh of 
July. Mr Adanfon difcovered it to be a male 
. plant. Its leaves, although they had fuffered no 
damage, refembled thofe of the refeda, when eat 
by infects. Its antherae were three times leis 
than ordinary, of a fpherical figure, and quite 
devoid of feminal duft. | 

Yo determine whether this plant was capable 
of generation or not, he placed fix fhoots of the 
female mercurialis under it, and fhook it three or 
four times a-day over them, that, if it had any {e- 
minal duft, they might be foecundated. To avoid 
ambiguity, he deftroyed every other plant of mer- 
curialis in the garden. The feeds of the female mer- 
curialis, under this male, being arrived at maturi- 

ty, 
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ty, by the 15th of July, he fowed part of them. 


None of them, however, fprung, although the 


plant of extraordinary Mercurialis grew to the 
height of twelve inches, and lafted till the froft 


kiled it. In the {pring of the year following, he 


_ fowed the remaining part of his feed. About one 
inten grew. But the plants produced were no 
other than the common Mercurialis. 


As the leaves of the extraordinary Mercurialis 
refembled thofe of the Refeda, Mr Adanfon at- 
tempted, according to Mr Linnaeus’s idea, to im- 
pregnate the female Mercurialis with the ftaminal 
-duft of the Refeda, and of the male Canabis. But, 
from all the feeds produced by thefe mixtures, 
he could obtain only the common mercurialis. 

From thefe experiments, the author concludes, 
that the fecundation of the feed of one genus 
of plants cannot be brought about by the farina 
of a different one; that the few feeds of his mer- 
curialis, which germinated, even when he had 
taken care to deftroy every male in the garden, 
had been fecundified by the farina of fome male 
mercurialis brought from the neighbourhood by 
the wind ; and that thofe plants of Mercurialis, 
which Mr Marchant and himfelf had obferved, 
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were only monftrous individuals, and by no means 
a new {pecies. 


‘He farther obferves, that the Peloria, which is 
mentioned by Linnaeus to have produced fertile 
feed, is no ftronger argument of a new fpecies : 
Becaufe feveral fpecies of the Linaria will produce, 
upon the fame plant, the flowers of the Peloria | 
mixed with the common flowers ; ; and, inthefe 
cafes, the natural flowers only produce fertile 
feed. He isof opinion, therefore, that thefe ex- 
traordinary plants can:be confidered only as vege- 


table mules, in which the parts of generation are 
always vitiated. 


As the facts, however, refpecting the Mercuri- 
alis and Peloria, are the only authentic ones upon 
which the opinion of Linnaeus is founded, he 
thinks himfelf authorifed to reje& it. He con- 
cludes, therefore, that the produétion of new 
{pecies does not take place in the vegetable, any 
more than in the animal kingdom; and that the 4 

deviations from nature are never allowed to pafs 

‘certain bounds. Beyond thefe, fays he, every 
thing retains that order at firft eftablifhed by the 
wifdom of the Creator. 
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Nouvelles recherches pour fervir & determiner la 
Nature de la Bile, par M. Cadet. Vid. Hi- 
ftoire de P Académie Reyale des Sciences, Année 

1769. 4to, Paris. 


W Na former memoir, of which an account 
] has already been given in thefe Commenta- 
ries, Mr Cadet had delivered his fentiments con- - 
cerning the bile, at confiderable length. He was ; 
induced, however, to refume the confideration of 
this fubje€t, in confequence of a thefis publithed 
at Strafburgh by Mr Roederer. © | 


In that thefis, the author had afferted, that the 
bile contains an acid, and that it coagulates milk. 
Suppofing thefe aflertions to be well founded, it 
could not be efteemed a real foap, which Mr Cadet 
had before attempted to eftablith. In the pa- 
per now before us, he endeavours to offer fucha 
confirmation of his former opinion, as may re- 
move any doubt arifing from Mr Roederer’s $ €X- 
periments. 
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Mr Cadet mixed bile with milk in a variety of 
ways; and, from the refult of fix experiments, it 
appeared that the mux fuffcred no decompofition 
or coagulation. He ftill concludes, therefore, as 
he had formerly done, that the bile is an alkaline 
in the fame manner as foap is. He accounts for 
the acid which Mr Roederer imagined he had dif 
covered in it, from fuppofing that it may be the ef- 
feét of an acid fermentation ; and this, healled- 
ges, may be owing to the gelatinous part which it 
contains. At the fame time, he obferves, that, in 
his own exper:ments, he could never aifcover any 
acid fermentation in the bile, and that it always 
pafled very quickly into a {tate of putrefaction. 


The author, therefore, is inclined to believe 
that, in Mr Roederer’s experiments, the coagula- 
tion of milk muft either have been owing to the 
milk being already difpofed to be four, or to the 
bile being changed in its nature. He obferves, 
however, that the effect of bile thus degenerated 
can be confidered only as a folitary fact, and that 
no general conclufion can be drawn from it with 
regard to the conitituent principles of the bile. 
He imagines, therefore, that his former conclufi- 
ons were well founded ; and that the bile is an a- 
nimal foap, void of all evolved acid, 
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XI. 


Mémoire fur des Infectes fur lefquelles on trouve des 
Plantes, par M. Fougeroux de Bondaroy,. 
Vid. Hiftcare de’ Académie Reyale des 


Année 1769. 4to, Paris. 


T has often been obferved, that fome plants 
| grow upon others, and derive their nou 
rifhment from them: Butit is by no means fo ge- 
nerally known, that vegetables can take root and 
flourifh on living animals. Mr Fougeroux has. 
had an opportunity of obferving fome inftances 
of this extraordinary fa&. Thefe obfervations, 
together with what other naturalifts have faid up- 
on the fubject, fournifh matter for the memoir 
now before us. 

The plants, of which an accourt is here given 
by Mr Fougeroux, are perfectly the reverfe of the 
~ worm-plant of China, defcribed by Mr Reaumeur 
in the year 1726. For, in that cafe, a worm fixes 
its {nout into the extremity of the plant, and de- 


rives nourifhment from it. But the plants, of 
Cc 3 which 
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which an account is here given, derive their nou- 
rifhment from the animals. 

In this memoir, Mr Fougeroux propofes to 
point out different infects upon which plants do 
‘grow ; and to propofe what feems to him the moft 
probable method of accounting for this conjunc- 
tion. The greateft part of the animal plants, 
which he has feen, grow, he tells us, on the chry- 
falis of a fpecies of cicada. The plant growing 
on thefe infects has got the generic name of Cla- 
varia, becaufe its {talks and branches, when it has 
any, are terminated by tubercles, which give it 
the appearance of a little club. The root of this 
plant, in general, covers the body of the infeét, 
and fometimes is even extended over its head. 
When thefe produétions have for fome time been | 
preferved in fpirits, the plant and animal may be 
feparated from each other without hurting either. 
Small grooves, formed by the rings of the animal, 
may be obferved running crofs the roots of the 
plant : But no veftige can be found of the root’s 
having any where penetrated the body of the in- 
‘Thefe plants produce fibres differing in 
length and number. The fibres are terminnated 
by tubercles, which, before the plant arrives at 
maturity, are folid ; but, after that period, they 
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are found punctured, probably by worms which 
have fuffered a metamorphofis upon efcaping from 
them. 


According to Mr Fougeroux, plants grow, not 
only on the chryfalis of the cicada, but upon the 
cicada itfelf. He faw one of this kind upon a ci- 
cada brought from Cayenne. ‘Lhe plant, in this 
cafe, differed from: the clavaria already mention- 
ed. It was a{fpecies of fucus, compofed of long, 
white, filky fibres, covering the body of the infe&, 
and extending, from feven to eight lines, above 
and below its belly. 


The author has found the clavaria formerly de- 
{cribed growing upon worms. He has found it 
chiefly upon thofe worms which, fuffering a me- 
tamorphotis, become afterwards a {inall {pecies of 
May-bug. ‘This chryfalis, he obferves, is very 
different from that of the cicada, 2nd, even in its 
worm-ftate, may eafily be diftinguifhed from it. 


After defcribing thefe different fpecies of ani- 
mal plants, the author next proceeds to offer his 
opinion upon this fubject. He firft confiders 
what had been faid by Dr Watfon, in the philo- 
fophical tranfactions, concerning the vegetating fly 
of the Caribbee iflands. Dr Watfon’s account of 
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thefe flics is, that they bury themfelves about the 


month of May, and begin to be metamorphofed 
in June; and that the little plant which grows up- 


on them refembles a branch of coral, is about. 
three inches in height, and carries fmall protube- 


rances, where worms are generated, which are 
again converted into flies. ‘The author imagines, 


that, in this account, Dr Watfon has been decei- 
ved by the worms which he has already mention-— 


ed cat into the clavaria, and undergo a change 
in the holes which they have there made. Mr 
Fougeroux. is rather inclined to adopt the opinion 


of Dr Hill, founded upon obfervations made at 
Martinico. ‘There the cicadae are very frequent, 


and, during their chrylalid ftate, bury themfelves 
among dead leaves, to wait their metamorphofis. 
Dr Hill imagines, that the feeds of the clavaria are 
then attached to them, and are afterwards develo- 
ped, much in the fame manner as the Fungus ex 
pece equino grows upon the hoofs of dead horfes. 


t may appear aftonifhing, that the clavaria 


fhould attach itfelf fo conftantly to the nymphae 


of the cicadae in America, as it 1s not obferved to 


do fo in other countries. For this Mr lougeroux 


attempts to account, from viewing the clavaria as 
2 parafite peculiar to this fpecies of infect; from 
the 
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the great number of the nymphae of cicadac 
which abound in America ; and from the circum- 
{tances of the climate and foil, which may render 
this phaenomenon very common there, although 
it be not obferved in Europe. 


Many particulars refpecting this fubject pro- 
bably {till remain to be inveftigated. Mr Fou- 
- geroux, therefore, recommends it to thofe lovers 
of natural hiftory, who have themfelves an oppor- 
tunity of examining facts of this kind, to multiply — 
obfervations, by which a full account of this phae- 
nomenon may be obtained.. 


XII. 


Mémoire dans lequel on démontre laGtion du Pou- 
mon fur [ Aorte, pendant le temps de la Refpira- 
tion ; et ou Pon prouve, que dans l’Enfant qui 
vient de naitre, le Poumon droit refpire avant le 
gauche. Par M. Portal. Vid. Hiftotre de I’ Acadé- 

— mie Royale des Sczences, Anneé 1769. 4to, Paris. 


N this memoir the author fets out with obfer- 
ving, that no anatomift has hitherto given a 


perfec defcription of the trachea. ‘To fupply this 
defect, 
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defect, we are here prefented with one by hint- 


The trachea, he obferves, when it reaches as 
far down as the fecond or third vertebra of the 
back, divides into two branches. Thefe branches, 
which are termed bronchi, according to our au- 


thor, differ from each other in thicknefs, length, 
and direction. The right, he tells us, is about — 


one fourth part thicker, and one fifth fhorter than 
the left, while the direction of thefe tubes under- 


goes changes at different ages. The left bronchial 


tube, in 2 foetus, is more inclined backwards 
than it is in an infant after refpiration has once 


taken place ; and the right, in an infant born to the 


full time, is more elevated than before birth. 


After fubjoining fome other obfervations onthe 
-ftructure of thefe parts, the author farther 


ferves, that the right bronchial tube has free mo- 
tion in that cavity of the thorax into which it paf- 


fes, while the left is clofely contraéted by the 


aorta. In confequence of this, the motions which 
take place in thefe two muft mutually affeét each 


other. To confirm his opinion, two inftances | 


are here fubjoined. 


Upon the diffection of a patient, who before 
death had complained of great difficulty of breath- 


ing, 
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ing, the paflage of the left bronchial tube was 
much ftraitened by an aneurifm at the curvature 
of the aorta. And, in a man who had a wonder- 
ful irregularity of pulfe, the left lobe of the lungs 


_ being filled with tubercles, the bronchial tube of. 


the fame fide was raifed higher than ulual, by 


which means it compreffed the concave part of 
the curvature of the aorta. After narrating thefe 


‘inftances, he next remarks, that, in refpiration, 
the left bronchial tube is raifed from its place, and 


carries the aorta along with it. In proof of this 
opinion, which, he thinks, may be of ufé in the 
practice of phyfic, he adduces fome obfervations 
which he has himfelf made in opening living ani- 
mals. 


The diffeétion of a kitten which he killed a few 
minutes after being brought forth, gives him occa- 


-fion for fome farther remarks. In this animal, the 


right lung was of a whitifh colour, filled the whole 
cavity of the cheft, and {wam in water. The left 
was of a dark red colour, in a collapfed ftate, 
and funk in water. But, upon being blown into, 
it kept upon the furface of the water, in the fame 
manner as the right. From this he concluded, 
that, in the firft refpirations, the air enters only in- 
to the right lobe of the lungs. In this opinion 

he 
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_ he was confirmed, by repeated trials made upon 
other animals, and upon a human foetus which 
had never breathed. Upon blowing into the 
trachea, he found the right lung much more di- 
{tended than the left. 


alledges, that this circumftance may eafily 
be explained, from the remarks he had before 
made concerning the ftructure of the parts. And 

he concludes with pointing it out, as a parti- 
cular well meriting the attention of thofe who 
are called in criminal cafes, to determine whe- 
ther a child has breathed or not. The right lobe 
may fwim in water, while the left finks. From 
trufting to a fingle trial, therefore, difagreeable 
miftakes may be produced. 
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Medical Obfervations. 


A 


A Cafe of incarcerated Hernia Cured, by Mr Wil- 
liam Chalmers, Surgeon in Edinburgh. 


A Bouteight or nine years ago, aftrong healthy 
man, aged feventy-feven, by trade a baker, 
imagining he wasto fit down upona chair, which, by 
miftake, had been removed, accidentally fell to the 
ground. Immediately upon this, a fmall tumour was 
obferved in his right groin. As it was concluded 
to be a hernia, he ufed a trufs for it, and continued 
long free from any great uneafinefs. If at any 


time it appeared, he could with great eafe reduce 
it himfelf, till about five or fix months ago. It 
then continued down for three days together, 

but 


° 
. 
4 
. 
‘ 
4 
ie 
. 
| 
. 
. 
4 
- 
. 
. 
PRS 
J 
“3 
. 
J . 
; 
A 
4 
. 
‘ 
: 
‘ 
. 


: 


but without any violent fymptom ; and at the end 
of that time it went up of itfelf. He remained in 
good health till the fourth of February 1773, 
when, upon an over exertion at work, the tumour 
appeared more large and tenfe than it had done 


ever before. 


On the fixth of February, I firft faw him ; and 
found the tumour larger than a man’s fift, of an 
oval fhape, and girded at the ring of the obliquus 
defcendens mufcle, as if a bit of tape had been 
tied round it, being much narrower there than at — 
the lower part. ‘The tefticle could be diiindtly 
felt. He complained of pain, when the tumour 


—wastouched; he had pafled nothing by {tool for four 
days ; he vomited every thing he took ; he was af- 


fected with pain in his belly ; his thirft was excef- 


five ; his fkin hot ; his pulfe beat ninety ftrokes in 


minute, and was full and ftrong. In this fituati- 
on, he was blooded, fomented, and got feveral 
cathartics, both by the mouth, and in the way of 


injections. Many attempts were at the fame time 
made to reduce the tumour, both by himfelf, and 


by me. But all was to no purpofe. 
Feb. 8. The fymptoms above enumerated 
were much aggravated, with the addition of fre- 


quent hickuping. Two furgeons vifited him a- 
long 
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long with me, who agreed with me in opinion that 
the cafe was a f{trangulated hernia, and that the 
operation was abfolutely neceflary. It was accor- 
dingly performed that night. Upon opening the 
fac, | found that its contents were the caput coli, _ 
-proceffus veriniformis, and part of the colon. 
Thefe I had never before obferved down, in any 
other cafe in which | had formerly operated. It 
likewife deferves to be remarked, that, although it 
was only four days fince the defcent of the gut, 
there were feveral {trong adhefions to the back- 


part of the fac. They were, however, fafely cut 
through, and the gut returned into the abdomen. 
‘Soon after the operation, there enfued a confi- 
_derable haemorrhage; and, upon removing the 
dreflings, the inteitines were protruded as much 
as before. They were returned, the lips of the 
wound fecured by a ligature, and a bit of fponge 
applied to the part from which the blood oozed 
moft copioufly. 
Feb. 9. He had paffed a pretty eafy night. 
After the operation, he vomited a little, but none 
again till that forenoon. He had not yet, howe- 


ver, got any paflage by {tool ; I therefore ordered 
a clyfter, which operated twice. For the reft of 


the 
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the day he continued pretty eafy, and his = 


came down to eighty. 


Feb. 10. He had a very bad night, vomited 
inceflantly, complained much of pain in his belly, 
and had exceflive thirft. He then got a calo.nel | 
bolus, and a folution of Glauber’s falt with manna; 


but he had no ftool. He continued in the fame 


way all that day; his pulfe was feeble and inter- 
mitted frequently, and his look was pale and 


languid. 


Feb. 11. He continued much as before, till a- 


_ bout fix in the morning, when he had feverai co- 


pious {tools, and paffed a good deal of haruened 
foeces, by which he was much relieved. After 


‘this, he continued pretty eafy for the ret of the 


day. His pulfe was not fo feeble as it had been the 
day before, but it ftill intermuttec. 


Feb. 12. He was reftlefs during the greatett 
part of the night, but towards morning fiz 4 f{oine 
fleep. He had not had ary return of vi iting 
fince fix o’clock the preceding morning.  fuis 
pulfe was ftronger, his look better than beture ; 
and from time to time he took fome food. but, 


as he had no {tool during the night, he was order- 


ed eleCtuary of cream of tartar. 
Feb. 
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Feb. 13. He had feveral ftools during the night ; 
_ inthe day-time he flept quietly ; his pulfe was ful- 
ler and ftronger than it had been at any time 
fince the operation ; and he did not complain of 


thirft. 


Feb. 14. He was reftlefs in the of 
the night, but flept a good deal in the forenoon, 
and had two ftools during the day. 

Feb. 15. The wound was dreffed, had a good 
appearance, and was beginning to fuppurate; but 
a new fet of fymptoms now fuperveened. On | : 
the preceding evening, a tumour appeared upon 
the fide of his head, which feemed to be the pa- 
rotid gland enlarged. He complained much of 
its being painful, particularly upon being touch- 
ed. <A poultice of bread and milk was applied 
to it. ‘Vhrough the night, however, he continu-— 
ed reftlefs and unealy, flept very littie, was deli- 


rious when he awoke, was affected with 
heat and thirlt, complained of univeriat 
and his pulfe was 96. 


Feb. 16. He had a very bad night, and con- 
tinued in every refpedt much the fame as the day 
before. 


Feb. 17. The wound was again dreffed, and 
continued to look well. ‘Lhe tumour on his 
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cheek was eafier, and diminifhed in fize: But he 
had paffed a reftlefs night; his pulfe was feeble, 
and intermitted frequently ; and his ftrength much 
exhauited, 


Feb. 19. His wound continued to fuppurate 
well. He had been reftlefs for the two preceding 
nights, but flept a little in the day-time. 


Feb. 20. He had not got paflage by {tool for 
three days paft. His belly was tenfe; he was un- 
eafy through the night, and flept none. But the 
following night he had feveral ftools, by which he 
was much relieved ; and on the 22d he continued 
eafier ; but he {till eomplained of fome pain along 
the courfe of the colon; and his belly continued 
fuller and more tenfe than when in health. The 
wound was completely fuppurated, and looked 
well. 


Mar. 1. For feveral days before, he had been 
{ree from all complaints ; he was gradually grow- 
ing {tronger, and the wound beginning to con- 
tract; by the 8th it was much contraéted, and on 
the 18th was almoft healed. But I then found, 
that, for fome days, he had been gradually lofing 
{trength. He was at times affected with heat and 
flufhings ; much troubled with cough ; he expec- 

torated, 
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torated, with great difficulty, a thick vifcid phlegm, 
and his breathing was very laborious. By the 
26th, however, all his complaints were better, 
and the wound perfectly heal. 


About the beginning of May, he was fo well 
as to be able to walk above tliree miles in a day, 
without any inconvenience. But, after that, he 
had a fevere fit of the gout, from which, however, | 
he is fince recovered; and continues now, July 
29th, in perfect health. 


Extra&t of a Letter from Dr Graham Phyfician in 

Stirling, to Dr Hope, Profeffor of Botany in the 

Univerfity of Edinburgh, concerning the external 
application of Deadly Night/bade. 


OR many years paft, I have ufed the Bella- 
kK dona externally with fuccefs, in hard iil- 
conditioned tumours and ulcers. I fhall give 
you au infiance of the good effects of this prac- 
tice. 


A middle aged woman became affected with 


an uncommon difficulty in difcharging her foeces, 
Dd 2 which 
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which gradually encreafed to fuch a degree, that 
at length fhe could have no ftool, without the af- 
fiftance of injeCtions. By the help of thefe, how- 
cver, fhe continued for a confiderable time with- 


out afking advice about her complaint. But, by 


degrees, it became more and more difficult for 
her to introduce the clyfter-pipe; and at length 


fhe found it almoft impoflible. In this unhappy 


fituation fhe fent for me. 

Upon introducing my finger by the anus, it 
was {topped by a hard tumour, feated in the an- 
terior part of the rectum, immediately above the 
Sphincter. I was likewife fenfible of the fame 
obftruction, upon introducing my finger by the 
vagina. ‘This tumour, as far as I could judge, 
was about the fize of a man’s fift. She fome- 
times complained of violent pains darting fud- 
denly through it. At other times it gave her no 
other uneafinefs, than what might be fuppofed to 
proceed from obftructed foeces. She was always 
{ree from any degree of fever. | 


In this unfavourable cafe, I imagined that little | 
could be done, unlefs by external applications ; 
and that from thefe much could not be expeét- 
ed. I ordered a poultice made of the root of 
Belladona, boiled in milk, to be applied to the a- 

nus 
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‘nus and perineum, and to be renewed every 
morning and evening. Such was the effect of 
this application, that in forty eight hours after it 
was firft employed, a clyfter-pipe could be intro- 
duced with eafe. She became daily fenfible of 
the refiftance diminifhing ; and in the fpace of a 
month was reftored to perfeét health. here 
was in this cafe no fuppuration, nor even the 
{malleft difcharge of any matter which might be 
fuppofed to come from the tumour, either by the 
anus or vagina. But the tumour gradually di- 
minifhed in fize, and, in a few days after the ap- 
plication of the nightfhade, the furface of it could 
plainly be felt in a wrinkled ftate. 


I could write you more exampics of the good 
effects of this plant externally applicd. Some- 
times I have feen bad effects from its being taken 
internally ; but I never faw an inftance of any one 
dying from it. I remember, indeed, to have 
heard of a foldier who died after eating the ber- 
ries. But I have been aflured by fome people 
here, that, when they were boys at fchool, they 
have drunk the juice of the berries in no incon- 
fiderable quantities, without being hurt by it. 
This, I own, I have fome difficulty in belicving. 
Yet the plant grows in great abundance in the 

neigh- 
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neighbourhood of this town, and is well known 
to every body. 


Il. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr Goodfir Surgeon at 
Largo, to Dr Duncan Phyfician in I'dinburgh, 


concerning the Effects of the Flowers of Zinc. 


~ ‘Wo Have ufed the flowers of Zinc in feveral ca- 
| fes. In the two following ones it feems to 
have had a good effect. eS 
About five or fix years ago, a girl was feized 
with a hyfteric fit, after walking barefooted a- 
mong fnow; and, ever fince that time, fhe has, 


at intervals, been affected with fits of the fame 


kind. But, for thefe three years patt, they have 


gradually become more fevere than before, and 


recurred more frequently. During the fits, fhe 
is fometimes affected with obftinate contractions 
in different parts of her body. At other times, 


fhe will be feized with fuch violent convalions, 


as to throw her out of bed. 


After trying with her a great variety of medi- 
cines, fome of which gave a temporary relief, I 
had at length recourfe to the zinc. The firft 
dofe the took was to the quantity of a grain, du- 

ring 


( 
ty 


: 
3 
“g 
“ 
; 


COMMENTARIES, 423 


ring the time of the fit. She had no fooner 


fwallowed it, than fhe was fenfible, as fhe ex- 


prefles it, of a fenfe of creeping, all over the fur- 
face of her body: And, foon after, the fpafins, 
with which fhe was before affected, -were entirely 
relaxed. She has continued the zinc ever fince, 
which is now fix weeks, and, during that fpace, 
fhe has been much freer from fits, than at any 
time for thefe five years patt. | 


If the takes the zinc during a fit, it has now a 
very fingular effect. Her complaints immediate- 
ly leave the region of her ftofhach, and attack the 
inferior extremities. This fhe has repeatedly ob- 
ferved. I myfelf faw it this day. She complain- 
ed much of pain in her breaft, from which, upon 
taking a dofe of the zinc, fhe was immediately 
relieved: But her legs became fo ftiff, that fhe 
was unable to walk. 

The other cafe, in which I have employed the 
zinc with fome fuccefs, is that of a young man 
afflicted with epilepfy. His fits are preceded by 
an aura epileptica, arifing from the infide of the 
knee-joint. After trying feveral medicines, both 
internally, and topically to the knee, without 
any effect, 1 had at length recourfe to the zinc. 
He has now ufed it for fome time, and thinks 


himfelt much better. 
Dd 4 SECT, 
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Medical News. 


MC John Hunter of London, in ledtures 


which he read laft winter, oticred 
fome curious obfervations on the exfoliation of 
bones, floughing, and cauftics. The following 
account of them, will, we apprehend, be highly 
acceptable to moft of our readers. 


_ Mr Hunter is of opinion, that the feparation of 
the dead parts of animals from the living has 
not hitherto been properly explained. He ob- 
ferves, that onc part of a bone is never thrown 
off from another, by the rotting of the dead part, 
fince that which comes away is as found, and as 
free from putrefaction as it ever was. It is im- 
pofible, that the hitherto fuppofed fungus be- 
tween the found and unfound parts of a bone, 
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- fhould ever take place in the manner that has 
been alledged. ‘there is no room for fuch a 
fungus; and granulations in cells are by no 

means adcquate to the effet. Befides this, ex- 
foliation tai..s place fooncft in thofe bones in 
which there are the feweit cells, and where there 
is the clofeft cohcfion. 


Before any part of a bone can be thrown off 
by exfoliation, it muft be dead. “But even then, 
till the precets of exfoliation begins, the bone ad- 
heres as {trongiy as ever, and would remain ior 
years, before it could be icparated by putrefac- 
tionalone. Bones are compofed of two fubjitan- 
ces, a truc animal matter, and an earthy matter, 
only intermixed with the other. Hard bones have 
a greater proportion of both thefe fubftances, in 
a given {pace ; but at the fame time they have 
fewer veficls. A dead bone acts upon the fy- 
ftem in the fame manner as any other extrane- 
ous body. It ftimulates the adjacent living parts ; 
in confequence of which fuch a procefs is begun 
as muft terminate in its being thrown off, 


The effects of this ftimulus are, 1/?, That the 
living adjacent bone becomes more vafcular; a 


circumftance which always takes place, when a 
part has more to do than is juft fufficient for the 
fupport 
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fupport of life. 2d/y, That the earth of the li. 


ving part, where it is in contact with the dead 
bone, is abforbed. Hence the bone becomes 
fofter, as if it had been foaked in an acid, and 


adheres by its animal matter only.  3d/y, That 


the living animal part is at laft abforbed along the 
furfaces of conta&. This part of the procefs 
commences long before the laft is finifhed. Both 
of them begin firft at the furfacé, though, in their 
courfe, they do not every where take place in an 


equal degree at the fame time. And, 4thly, 


That, in proportion to the wafte made by the laft 
part of the procefs, a fungus arifes from the living _ 
jurface, and fills up the intermediate fpace; fo that _ 
there may be no vacuum. 


Thefe different ftages taken together conftitute 
ulceration. When any part of a bone is once 


— Joofe, it will be pufhed to the furface in the fame 


manner as moft other inanimate bodies would 
be; and this ftage is partly mechanical, partly a 
continuation of ulceration. A proof of the third 
{tage mentioned above may be derived from 
thofe cafes where people die while exfoliation is 
goingon. A {mall groove, or worm-eaten canal, 
can then be difcovered,which becomes gradually 
deeper, and follows the irregularities of the living 

and 
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and dead furfaces. After the application of the | 
trepan, a circular piece of bone is frequently 
thrown off, which is always lefs than the fpace 
from which it came. This, however, could never 
be the cafe, were there not a lofs of fubftance. | 


The bones of grown people exfoliate fooner 
than thofe of young people. ‘This probably hap- 
pens from the nature of the bone itfelf; as all 
hard bones, and hard parts of bones, exfoliate 
fooner, when deprived of life, than thofe which 
are foft and fpungy. Perhaps, hard bones be- 
come fooner dead, from their having fewer vel- 
jels. 

Cauttics, or actual cautery, do not in general 
haften exfoliation. ‘They produce death only in 
part of the bone, which is the firft ftep towards 
exfoliation. If cauftics ever haften exfoliation 
where the bone is already dead, it mult be by 
producing inflammation in the adjacent living 
bone. This brings about a change in it, and 
makes it exert a power which it was incapable of 
doing before. 


Mr Hunter cannot fay that he ever taw a carti- 

lage exfoliate, although he has feen above fifty ca- 
_fes, in which cartilages were expofed, and has paid 
particular 
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particular attention to this fubject. He has feen 
a cartilage fcraped, and yct no fenfible exfoliati- 
on enfued. He once fawa cafe where a cartilage 
became dead, turned black, and came wholly a- 

way from the end of the bone. But, upon exa- 
mination, he found that part of the end of the 
bone had at the fame time exfoliated, and fallen 
off with the cartilage ; fo that it was by no means 
the exfoliation of a cartilage from a cartilage. 


Ile is of opinion, that, in floughing, the procefs 
‘is nearly the fame as in exfoliation. In this cafe, 
however, there is no earth to be abforbed. Thus, 
the conftitution, in throwing off a foft part, has 
nothing to do with what correfponds to the fecond 
{tage, in throwing off bone. By this means,the 
feparation is completed in a much fhorter time. | 
Parts endowed naturally with moft animal life 
flough fooner than thofe which have lefs. As for 
example, fkin and‘ mufcles feparate fooncr than, 
tendons and ligaments. | 


Mr Hunter is of opinion, that, in applying cau- 
flics, it 1s often of fome confequence to be able to 4 
leffen the pain ; cfpecially when women and children | 


are concerned. For obtaining this end, he recom- 
mends the application of the extract of opium to 
the part, for an hour before the cauftic be em- 

ployed. 
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ployed. He advifes likewile, that the cauftic be 
previoufly mixed with the extract of opium in- 
ftead of foap. The idea of this practice occur- 
red to him many years ago, when he was houfe- 
furgeon to St George’s hofpital. 


Laft winter, Dr Hunter met with a very fingu- 

lar cafe of a conception in the Fallopian tube. In. 
—confequence of its having burft, an internal hae-. 
morrhage had enfued, which occafioned the death 
of the woman. He fhewed the parts to his pu- 
pils. The uterus was enlarged nearly as much 
as it would have been, at the period at which 
the woman died, had the conception been in it; 
and the membrana decidua was diftincly feen li- 
ning the fundus uteri. He obferved, that this 
cafe confirmed two opinions which he had before 
entertained, concerning the gravid uterus. It 
fhewed, that the enlargement oi the impregnated 


x uterus does not happen mechanically from the 
encreafing bulk of its contents. It fhewed like- 


wife, that the decidua, or outer ftratum of the 

fecundines, belongs to the uterus, and not to the 

ovum, or that part of the conception which is 
brought from the ovarium. 


During Dr Hunter’s courfe of anatomy in the 
Spring 1773, Mr Cruickthank employed himfelf 
pretty 
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_ pretty much in making injections of the kidney; 
liver, and lungs of the adult human fubject. The — 


following particulars were the refult of thefe in- 
jections: 1/?, In one cafe, he pufhed his inje@ion 
from the artery to the pelvis and ureter, without 
any rupture of veffels. 2d/y, In another, he in- 


jected the pelvis and ureter from the vein, which 


he thought fucceeded better than from the arte- 
ry. 3dly, In three different kidneys, he injected 
from the ureters the tubuli uriniferi, for a confi- 
derable length along the mamillae; and, in one 
cafe, a number of the veins on the external 
furface of the kidney were evidently filled with 
the injection. In all thefe experiments, the co- 
louring matter of the injection was vermilion. 
4thly, In moft of his injections of the arteries of 
the kidney, he found what anatomifts have cal- 
lcd cryptae, and have defcribed as cells, to be Cx- 
ceedingly fine convolutions of very {mall arteries. 


sthly, He has often filled the lymphatics of the — 


lungs and liver with quickfilver ; and from the 
lymphatics of the liver he has been able, twice in 
the adult, and once in the foetus, to fill the tho- 
racic duct itfelf. 


The high expeétations which the public have 


long entertained of Dr Hunter’s anatomical — 


plates 
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_ plates of the gravid uterus, will probably be foon 
fatisfied. The text for thefe plates is now in the 
prefs; and it is thought that they will for certain 
be publifhed during the courfe of the enfuing | 
winter. 

An accurate furvey has this fummer been 
made of the number of inhabitants in the town 
of Manchefter. By it an exact account has been 
obtained of the number of houfes, families, 
males, females, married,’ widowers, widows, un- 

| der fifteen, above fifty, male lodgers, female lod- 
gers, and houfes which are in that town. The 

_expence of this furvey was defrayed by a fubfcrip- 
tion fet on foot by that induftrious phyfician and 
philofopher Dr Percival, who has tranfmitted a 
particular account of it to the Royal Society. As 
an accurate enumeration of the inhabitants of a- 
ny town is the only foundation upon which ufe- 
ful bills of mortality can be eftablifhed, it is un- 
queftionably a fubjeét which well merits the at- 
tention of phyficians in general. 


Dr Colin Drummond, who was chofen prefi- 
dent of the Royal College of Phyficians in Edin- 
burgh, at their annual election in December laft, 
having gone to refide in Briftol, fent a demiffion 
of his office. Upon this the college, at their 

quarterly 
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quarterly meeting on the third of Auguft, una- 
nimoufly made choice of Dr William Cullen to 
be their prefident, till next annual election. Ar 
the above meeting, Dr Nathan Spens was admit- 
ted a licentiate of the college. 


Dr Robert Hamilton phyfician at Lynn Regis 
in Norfolk, has fent to the philofophical fociety 
at Edinburgh, an accurate hiftory of the Mumps, 

a difeafe which for many years has been very pre- 
valent in the town where he refides, and its neigh- 
bourhood.. He points out particularly the ne- 
ceflity of attending in practice, to that remarka- 
ble alternation which takes place between the 
fwelling of the face and tefticles. And he men- 
tions more than one inftance, in which, after the 
tefticle had been greatly fwelled, upon the dif- 
eafe going off, it was entirely walted away, in fo 


much, that the tunica vaginalis became an empty 


bag. 


In a late diflection of a pregnant woman, at 
Dublin, a double uterus has been found. ‘The 
vagina was divided by a feptum, and the two paf- 
fages thus formed communicated each with a fe- 
parate utcrus. Thefe two uteri lay on different 
fides, one ovarium and one Fallopian tube be- 
longing to each. The one uterus was in an im- 

pregnated 
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pregnated, the other, in an unimpregnated ftatc. 


A full account of thts uncommon appearance, 
with an accurate drawing of it, whicn was taken 


at the time of the diffection, will probably be fecn 


communicated to the world, in tome of the pu- 

blic tranfaCtions. 
The great fucceis which has attended the be- 

nevolent endeavours of the fociety, infitared 


~ 


az apduced feveral othe 


fome years ago at for the recovery. 


of drowned perions, has 
ftates in Barope to follaw their example. Initi- 
tutions of a firnilar nature lave accordingly been 
fet on foot at Hamburgh, Venice, Milan, Padua, 

and Parts. Dr Afexander Jolinfon, in 
the account which he has lately publubed of 
forcign focicties, has endeavoured to point out 
the utility and advantage which would accrue to 
Great Britain frora a fimilar inftiration, and to 
rouze the attention of his countrv-men to this 


fubject. Lhe particulars pomted ont, as chicily 


claiming the attention of tuch inititutions, are to 
inform the common people of the meafares 
which may be molt effcctually employed for the 


recovery of drowned perlons; to caution them 


prachces which have haherto been fre- 


quently employed, but which experience has now 
Voz, 3, fhewn 
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fhewn to be pernicious; to inftigate them, by 
proper rewards, to the exertion of every endea- 
vour for the recovery of life apparently loft ; and 

to defray any expences that may be incurred in 
fuch humane attempts. Dr Jobnfon promifes, 
provided his defign mcets with proper encou- 
ragement, to publifh inftructions for the proper 
treatment, in the various accidents in which he 
apprehends relief may be adminiftred. 
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A Lift of new Books. 


account of the prefent undertakings, ftu- 
dies, and labours of the ingenious, m many con- 
fiderable parts of the world, vol. 62. for the year 


philofophical tranfaGtions, giving fome 


1772, 4to, London. 

An abridgement of Baron Van Swieten’s com- 
mentaries, upon the apiiorifms of the celebrated 
Dr Herman Boerhaave, late profefor of phyfic, 
&c. in the univerfity of Leyden, concerning the 
knowledge and cure of difeafes. By Colin Hof- 
tack, M.D. of Colchefter, pbhyfician to his fate 
Royal Highnefs Frederick Prince of Wales, vols. 
2. 

Traité de la goutte, et de toutes les maladies 


chroniques, avec une méthode naturelle et raifon- 
Bez née 
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née propre a les guérir. Ouvrage traduite de 
’Anglois de Guillaume Cadogan, membre de la 
Facultaté de médecine de Londres, 8vo, Paris. 


Statuts et réglemens géncraux, pour les mai- 
tres en chirurgie des provinces du royaume; 
donnés a Marly le 24 Février 1730, 5me edition, 
augmentée des edits, arréts, ct déclarations, qui y 
ont rapport des diferentes notes et eclairciflemens, 
des modeles pour les lettres de maitrife, &c. De- 
dié 2M. de Ja Martiniere confeiller d’état, pre- 
mier chirurgien du Roi, &c. Par M. le Bloud 


d’Oblen, avocat en parlement, fecretaire de M. 
le premier chirurgien du Roi, 8vo, Paris, 


Klemens de pharmacie theorique et pratique, 
par M. Baumé; troificme edition, corrigeé et 
auginentée, 8vo, Paris. 

L.aPhyfique des Dames, ou Ics quatre elemens; 
ouvrage utile pour difpofer a l’intelligence des 
merveilles de la nature, par M . de Rofnay, 12mo, 
Paris. 

Hiftoire de l’Académie royale des {ciences, an- 
née 1770, avec les mémoires de mathématique 
et de phyfique pour la méme année, tirés des re- 
Sutres de cette academic, 4to, Paris. 

Hiftoire univerfelle du regne végétal, ou Nou- 
veau dittionaire phyfique et Economique, de toutes 


les 
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les plantes qui croiffent fur la furface du globe, 
contenant leurs noms botaniques, ‘et. triviaux 
dans toutes les langues, leurs claffes, leurs fa- 
milles, leurs genres, et leurs efpeces ; les animaux 
auxquelles elles peuvent fervir de nourriture ; 
leur analyfes chymiques ; la maniere de les em- 
ployer pour nos alimens tant folides que li- 
quides ; leur propriétés, non feulement pour le 
médecine des hommes, mais encore pour celle des 
animaux ; les dofes, et la maniere de le formuler, 


et les differens ufages pour lefquels on peut s’en 


fervir dans les arts et metiers, &c. Auquel on 
a joint une bibliotheque raifonné de tous les 
livres de botanique, l’explication des differens 
termes ufit¢s dans cette partie de Vhiftoire 
naturelle ; une notice de tous les fyf{témes ; et 


enfin le lifte des profefleurs, et des jardins bota- 


niques de |’Europe. 24 vol. in fol. ornés de 1200 
planches gravées en taille douce, par les meil- 
leurs maitres, et deffinées d’aprés nature fur les 
plantes les plus rares du jardin du Roi, et de ce- 
lui de Trianon, et d’apres la magnifique collection 
des plantes depofée dans le cabinet des eftampes 4 
la bibliotheque du Roi, commencée et executée — 
par ordre et fous les yeux de feu M. le Duc 


d’Orleans regent du royaume, par Robert, Au- 
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driet, &c. et continuce dés nos jours, par M. 
Bafleporte,1 2 vols, folio. Paris. 


F, A. von Waflerberg von den nutzein und 
der weife, die luft rein zu halten. i. e. F. A. von 
Wafferberg on the advantages of pure air, and 

on the means of obtaining it. Vienna. 


Anfangs-grund der metallurgie, &c. i. e. Ele- 
ments of mineralogy, tranflated from the Latin of 
Wallerius, 8vo. Leipfic. 

‘Hortus Romanus, juxta fyftema ‘Tournefortia- 

_ num, paulo ftrictius diftributus a Georg. Bonelli. 
Moregal. med. Prof. fpecicrum nomina fuppedi- 


tante L. Sabbati Mera. hort. cuftod. tom. I. 
Romae. 


Zwey Canzelreden, &c. i. e. Two difcourtes 
on the legality of moculation, pronounced on the 
21ft of November 1769 and 1770. Mittau. 

Dominici Vandelli. hift. nat. Prof. Reg. &c. Faf- | 
ciculus plantarum prior. Lifbon. 4 


A treatife on the Kinkcough, with an appen- 
dix, containing an account of hemlock and its 
preparations, by William Butter, M. D. Fellow 
of the Royal College of Phyticians, Edinburgl:. | 
8vo, London. 


A courfe of phyfiology, divided into twenty 
_ lectures, formerly given by the late learned 


Dr 
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Dr Henry Pemberton profeffor of phyfic at Gre- 
fham college, Fellow of the Royal Society, and 
of that at Berlin, now firft publifhed from the 
duthor’s manufcript, 8vo. London. 


Memoirs of the fociety inftituted at Amfterdam 
in favour of drowned perfons ; for the years 
1767, 1768, 1769, 1770, 1771, tranflated from 
the original, by Thomas Cogan, M. D. 8vo, 
London. 

Dictionaire des eaux et fontaines minérales, 
contenant ’hiftoire naturelle de toutes les fon- 
taines min¢rales de la France, leur defcription hi- 
ftorique, leur fituation, Vanalyfe chymique des 
eaux ct leurs proprietés pour les differentes ma- 
ladies; avec des obfervations pratiques fur ’u- 
-fage qu’on doit en faire, les diverfes methodes 
de s’en fervir, et le régime qu’il faut obferver 
pendant leur ufage. On y a joint les differentes 
manieres d’analyfer les eaux minerales et d’en 
preparer d’artificielles, et une notice exaéte de 
tous les ouvrages qu! ont paru fur cette matiere. 

2 tomes, 8vo, Paris. | 

Cours complet d’anatomie en quinze planches, 
peintés et gravés en couleurs naturelles; par M. 
Gautier Dagoty fecond fil, et expliquées par M. 
Jadelot profeffeur d’anatomie, de la faculte de. 

medecine 
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medecine de Nanci, et de I’ Académie des {ciences 


et beiles lettres de cette ville, folio. Paris. 


Obfervationes phaénomenorum clectricorum 
in Hohen-Gebrachin et Prifling, prope Ratifbo- 
nam, ct expofitae a Cacleft. 
O.S.B.&c. Regenfbourg. 


Curationum chirurgicarum, quae ad filtulam 


lachrymalem huc ufque fuere adhibitae, hiftoria 


critica, Auctore J. D. Metzger. M. D. Comitis 
Bentem-Steinfort Archiater, &c. Munfter. 


Anatyfe des eaux thermales d’Aiz en Savol ; 


dans laquelle on expofe les diverfes manieres d’u- 
fer de ces eaux, la methode et le régime de vivre, 
qu’il convient de fuivre pendant leur ufage, et les 
differentes maladies pour lefquelles elles font em- 
- ployes; avec pluficurs obfervations qui y font re- 


- Jatives, pour en conftituer les proprietes. Par M. J. 


Daguin. M. D. de la faculté de Turin, medecin 
at PHotel-dieu de Chamberry, et fecretaire de la 
fociété d’agriculteur de la méme ville. Chamberry. 


-Bechers neue abhandlung von Carltbad 
fer, 1. c. A new treatife on the Carlfbad waters, 
by David Becher, M. D. Prague. 


Unterricht gegen die Kinder-Blattern, i. e. 
Dircctions with regard to the fmall-pox. Dantzick. 


A hiftory of a gentleman cured of heats in his 


face, written by himfelf, 8vo. London. 
Some 
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Some additional obfervations on the method 
of preferving feeds from foreign parts, for the 
benefit ef our American colonies; with an ac- 
count of the garden at St Vincent’s under the care 
of Dr George Young. By John Ellis, F. R.S. 
4to. London. 

Advice to both fexes in the venereal difeafe, 
and a method by which they may probably efcape © 
the infe€tion in their intercourfes with each other, 
when one of the parties is foul, 12mo. London. 

Directions for the management of children, 
from the time of their birth to the age of feven 
years; and a plain and full account of every dif- 
order to which they are fubject, as well as of 
thofe peculiar to the female fex; with varieties of 
efficacious and eafy remedies for each difeafe, fe- 
leGted from the beft authors. By M. A. Clarke, 
M. D. and Profeffor of midwitery, 8vo. London. 

Examen chymique des pommes de terre, dans 
lequel on traite des parties. conftituentes de bled. 
Par M. Parmentier, apothecaire-majci de Photel 
royal des invalides, t2mo. Paris. 

Chymie experimentale et raifonnée, par M. 
Baumé Maitre Apothicaire de Paris; Demontftra- 
teur en Chymie, et de l’Académie royale des Sci- 
ences, 3 vols, 8vo. Paris. 

Diétionaire raifonnée univerfel de matiere 
médicale, concernant les vegetaux, les animaux, 
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et les mineraux, qui font d@ufage en medecine; 
leurs defcriptions, leur analyfe, leurs vertus, leurs 
propriétés, &c. recucillies de manutcrits Origi- 
naux et des meilleurs auteurs, anciens et moderns, 


tant etrangers que de notre pays; avec une table 
raifonnée de tous Ices nomsque chaque pays a don- 


nées aux memes animaux, ct miné- 
raux, 4 vols, 8vo. Paris. 

Tableau des maladies veneriennes, fuivi de 
Vexpofition des principales méthodes employées 
jufqw’ici pour les combatre. Ouvrage fondé fur 


As 


-Vexperience, et redigé d’apres les principes des 
plus grands medecins, tant anciens gue mo- : 
dernes. Par M. C. E. Thion de la Chaume. 
Med. de la fac. de Paris, 8vo. Paris. 


Recherches fur les fievres, felon qu’clles de- 
pendent des variations des faifons, et tels qu’on les 
a obfervées a Londres ces vingt dernieres années, 
avec des obfervations pratiques fur la meilleur 
maniere de les guerir. Par M. Guillaume 
Grant. M. D. Traduit de l’Anglois par M. de Ia 
Febure, 2 vols, 12mo. Paris. 

Hiftoire naturelle du Thé, avec les obferva- 
tions fur les qualities medicales, et les effets qui 
refultent de fon ufage; par Jean Coakley Lett- 
fome, M. D. Traduit de l’Anglois, 12mo. Paris. 
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Avis aux gens de la campagne, ou traité des 
les maladies les plus communes. Ouvrage tres 
utile aux pafteurs, chirurgiens, et gens de la 
campagne. ParM.Didelot, izmo. Paris. 


Demonftrations cléinentaires de botanique a 


Pufage de Vecole veterinaire, nouvelle cuition, 2 
vols. 8vo. A Lyons. — 


Erxlobens betrachtungen, i. €. Refleétions on 
natural hiftory, by J. Ch. Erxloben. Gottingen. 


Ern. Jerem. Neifeld, M. D. Ratio medendi 
morbis circuli fanguinei, monumentis praeftan- 
tifimorum medicorum, tum veterum, tum vel 
maxime recentiorum, fuperftructa. Breflaw. 


Caroli Strack, M. D. et in univerf. Mogunt. 


med. prof. &c. Obfervationes medicinales de co- 
lica pictonum, maximeque ob arthritidem, 1 2mo. 


Francfort. 


- Traitement de la petite verole des enfans, 3 
l’ufage des habitans de la campagne, et du peuple 
dans les provinces meridionales ; auquel on a 
joint la methode actuelle d’inoculer la petite ve- 
role. Par M. Henry Fouquet, M. D. 2 vols. 
12mo. Amfterdam. 


J. F. Zuckert, M.D. Von den wahr mitteln 
die enthlofung krankheiten zu ver- 
huten, 
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hiuten, i. e. An effay on the means of preventing 
depopulation from epidemic difeafes, by J. F. 
~Zuckert, M.D. Berlin. 


Differtationes medicae, quas ex auctoritate re- 
verendi admodum viri Gulielmi Robertfon SS. 


T. P. academiae Edinburgenae praefecti; nec 


non ampliffimi fenatus academici confenfu, et no- 
biliflimae facultatis medicae decreto ; pro gradu 
doctoratus, fummifque in medicina honoribus et 
_privilegiis rite et legitime confequendis ; erudito- 
rum examini fubjecerunt, 


Robertus-Butler Remmet, Britannus, De opi: 
ufu in morbis inflammatorils. 


Georgius Pearfon, Britannus, De putredine a- 


nimalibus poft mortem fuperveniente. 

Carolus Newman, Hibernus, De dyfpepfia. 
| Joannes Ligertwood, Britannus, De angina 
inflammatotia. 


Jacobus Johnitone, Britannnus, De angina 
maligna. 


Gulielmus Wemyfs, Britannus, De ophthalmia. 


Boyleus Coghlan, Hibernus, De plethora. 
Guliclmus Boyd, Hibernus, De diabete. 
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Hemlock, its inutility in cancers 
its effets in kinkcough 
--- obfervations on its preparations 
Henry, Thomas, experiments on magnefia, &c. 


Hernia, incarcerated, cured by the operation 


Hewion, William, his account of the ufe of the 
{fpleen, thymus, and iymphatic glands 


Hill, james, cafes in furgery 


Hulme, Nathaniel, on the puerperal fever | 
his doétrine of puerperal fever 


examined 


Hunter, John, obfervations on the exfoliation of 


bones 

Hurter, William, remarks on a foetus im the Fal- 
lopian tube 

Hydrops pectoris, obfervations on the diagnottics 

Hydrothorax, acafe of it, with the appearances 


upon diflection 
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{nfant, new born, breathes with the right lung 


before it does fo with the left 3 : 4 1! 
 Infects giving root to plants, account of them 405 

Intercoftal iffues, their ufe in complaints of the thorax 346 
Jtch, an epidemical one, cured by diurefis 259 
cured by vitriolic acid © 103 


K 3 


Ker, James, his account of the preparation of terra | 
Japonica 326 
Kinkcough, hiftory and cure of it 387 


Labours, natural, directions for the management of ree 
them 143 


Leake, John, obfervations on the child-bed fever 227 
Lindhoult, J. on the effects of eleftricity in the 


cure of difeafes 370 | 
Linkius, Chriftianus, onan epidemical itch 
Lacked jaw from a nerve being pricked by a falfe 
tooth | 318 
Lymph returns into the blood by ‘he veins 46 
Lymphatics, experiments on | 45 
M< Lurg, 
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_M‘Lurg, James, his experiments on human bile 

Macquer, ‘Mr, his method of diffolving the caout- 
chouc refin 

Maclagan, Robert, his account of a recovery after 
the lofs of part of the fubftance of the brain 

Magnefia, preparation of it — 

its medical properties 


changes produced on it by calcination 

——— calcined, experiments for afcertaining 

its folvent powers 

Malignity, methods of counteracting it 

Manchefter, accurate enumeration of the People 
there 

Manget, Dr. cafes on different fabjeats 

Marine acid, its effects on the bile 

Matlock waters, obfervations on them 

Meckel, Frederick, experiments on the lymphatics 

Membrana decidua, found in the uterus, when there 
was no foetus there | | 

Menghini, Vincent, obfervations on the influence of 
water as diffolving human calculi 


Miliary fever defcribed 
_ — cure of 


— method of preventing it 
Milk, obfervations concerning it 


— return into the blood by the veins 


its analogy to bile 
~~-——-——~ fever, cure of it 
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Oculi cancrorum, ufed inthe cure of fluor albus 325 
Odhelius, J. obfervations on the effects of broom- _ , 
afhes i in dropfy 393 : 

— on the ufe of ftramonium 368 . 

Opiates, their effets in internal haemorrhages 238 7 
Opium, taken in amazing — for the cure s 
of tetanus | 
-Orchis root, its culture and ufe 268 


454 


Neck, the third vertebra of it fra@tured by a fall 216 
_ Night-fhade deadly, its ufe in difcufling a tumour 


at the 


Nitrous acid, its effeéts on the bile 


Os brachii, method of reducing it when diflocated 351 


Pain from cauftics, means of abating it 
Parr, Bartholemew, on warm bathing 
Paffions, their influence on the biliary fecretion 


explained 
Percival, Thomas, experimental eflays 
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Obfervations on the effeés of 


fixed air in putrid fevers 
Peruvian bark, obfervations concerning it 


—— its ufe in {carlet fever 
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Peruvian bark, its ufe in puerperal fever 236 
Phlogifton of the bile, its effec on acids | 
| Pills, operating by ftool and urine in the cureof = 
Plague, obfervations on it 31 
Plancus Janus, his obfervations on urine with a pe- 
Plants, examination of the queftion concerning the 
generation of new {pecies 398 
Portal, obfervations on. the action of the lungs on 
the aorta 409 
Practice of phyfic, elements of it 215 
Pregnancy, method of preventing diforders pecu- : 
liarly incident to it 
Puerperal fever, eflay on it I | 
——— account of it | 
——— method of cure 
? Putrid fever, advantages of fixed aur injected into | 
Putrefaction, experiments on it 194. 


Quick-lime, its folvent powers in different quantities 285 


R 
Rickets, obfervations concerning thein 178 
Rueff, Joannes, on the hydrops pectoris __ 248 
Ruth, Benjamin, his account of the effetsof itramo- 
nium | | 74. 
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Rufh, Benjamin, his account of the efficacy of a fy- 
rup, prepared from the tops of the cabbage-tree, 
in the cure of worms 


Salep, method of preparing it 
a its ufe in diet and medicine 
Sarco hydrocele, hiltories of 
Scarlet fever, obfervations concerning it 
Schele Mr, his analyfis of cream of tartar | 
Sea falt, caufe why it promotes putrefaction : 
Semen, abforption of it, from the veficulae femina- 
les. 
Sibbens, account of 
Simfon, Thomas, account of bile difcharged from 
the lungs 
Sloughing, account of it 
_Small-pox, means of preventing malignity in them 
Small-pox, their progrefs ftopt by meafles 
Spallanzani, obfervations on the action of the heart 
Spleen, its ufe | 


Steatomatous tumour, an extraordinary one de- 
{cribed 
Stolle, Georgius, on the farco-hydrocele 


Stone in the bladder, methods of removing it by 
operation, both in men and women 

Strack, Carolus, on the colica pictonum 

Stramonium, effeéts from the feeds of it 

Synovial glands, method of treating contufions of 
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Tacconius Cajetanus, obfervations concerning the 
rickets 

Terra Japonica, obtained from a fpecies of the mi- 
mofa | | 

Tetanus cured by opium 

Thermometers, obfervations on 


Tubes employed as barometers, the effects of their 
different diameters 


Tumours difcufled by the external application of | 


belladona 


——-— obfervations concerning them 

an uncommon one en the thigh fuccefs- 
fully extirpated 

Thymus, its ufe 


Urine depofiting a blue fediment | 
Urine fupprefled from a compreffion. of the neck 
of the bladder | 


Uterus enlarged from a foetus in the Fallopian tube 


Vitriolic acid, its ufe inthe cure of the itch 


W 


Warm bathing, obfervations on it 


Waters, their influence in (olving human calculi 
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818 
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~ White, Charles, on the difeafes of pregnantiwomen 135 
White, Mr, his folvent for biliary calculi 276 
‘Worms cured by a fyrup prepared from the cab- 


bage-tree 


- Zinc flowers of, their ufe in medicine 79 


_ ufed with advantage in epilepfy 204. 
—— their effeétsin a cafeofhyfteria 422 


ERRORS. 


We are forry to learn, by a letter from Mr Hewfon 
of London, that his opinion concerning the ufe of the 
fpleen is not properly reprefented in our Commentaries, 


_ pag. 99. et feq. But it is with pleafure we can inform 
. our readers, that he hopes foon to publifh an account 


of it himfelf. 


Pag.aisr. 1.5. For metallic fubftances, read metallic 
folutions 


THE END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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